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UI^ER AND LOWER EGYPT. 



CHAPTER XI. 



iTown of Situ or LycopoBs^-'CAaraffef^_ of tht 

fLyhian Range cf Mountatn^^^Antiatt e»- 

- cavated Tomhs- — Donm Palm-tree— ^*Tbe 

JR&d and fVhite Cc^ic Convents^^-^Large 

Tiywn of Girgeh^ and jibundance ofProvi-^ 

JionS'-^Comitrfation whh a Nuhian Prince 

^^^TMevkig DiJ^tion of the Egyptian^'^ 

Arabian Tales, and Manner bf relating them 

*-^Baths'-^Thunder in Egypt — Arrival of 

the FhtiUoh^Battle with the Mamelukes at 

Satnanhut — Purjuit of Murad^Bey — Ap^ 

Vol. II. A preach 



2 TRAVELS IN JEGYPT, 

proach to Tentyra — Character of 'Egyptian 

ArchiteSlure — Magnificent Portico Style 

of the Ornaments and Hierpglyphics. 

C* lUT is a large well-pcopl4d town, buijt, 
to all appearance, on the fite of Lyco- 
polis, or the city of the Wolf — ^Why the 
wolf, which is ^n animal of northern cli- 
mates, and is not found here ? Is it a wor- 
ship borrowed fronl the Cxrecks, tlic account 
-of which we have received from the Ko- 
niansj who* at that time paid but little at- 
tention to naturar hiftory, and might have 
confounded the jackal with the wolf? Np 
•antiquities are found in this town, but the 
Lybian chain, at the foot of which it ftands, 
here exhibits fuch a vaft number of tombs, 
that without doubt this town occupies the 
tcnitory of £bme very ancient and flourifhing 
•city. We arrived here an Hour after noon, 

and 
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and wc employed the remainder of the day 
in procuring food for the army^ in exerciiing 
the fick, and in taking pofleffion of barks and 
provifions, which the Mamelukes had not 
been able to carry away with them. 
. I haftened to viiit the Lybian chain of 
mountains^ fo eager was I to put my finge/ 
jon an Egyptian mountain. I had ieen two 
ranges iince I }gf^ Cairo, withopt having 
been able toxiik climbing any one of theni. 
I found this,. . a$ I had fuppofed, a ruin of 
nature, formed qf horizontal and regular 
ibrata of calcareous flones more or lefs crum- 
bling, and of different (hades of whitenefs, 
divided at intervals with large mammillated 
and concentric .flints, which appear to be 
the nuclei, or, as it were, the bones of this 
.vaft chain, ind feem to keep it together, 
and prevent its total deftruAion. This de- 
compodtion is daily happening by the im- 

A 2 predion 
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icvtry part of the caldareous 'fiii^Kie, doeom^ 
pdfes it^ tnd makes it as it tvcie ddSbIv)e 
down in (bcaiifiis of Tand^ which at £rQ: coK 
leAed inbeo^nt the' foot of tiiie vock^ md 
«re then earned away by the winds, and en« 
^croaching gradually on the cultivated ptatn 
and the villages^ change the«n into baftr€l%^ 
nefi and defblatic^n. Tfa|||D(^s are new half 
•a league ftotn Siiit ; and in the toad w a very 
pretty houile of the kiacbef, -who was agetit 
Ifor Soliman-Bey. The ^ocks tat excavated 
"by a vaft number of tombs of diffetelit' di- 
mentions^ and decorated with moire or Itls 

9 

-magnificence^ and this too can leave nt> 

iloubt of the pr<>ximity df the atftient fitc 

of fame confiderable town. I took a draw^ 

iBg oi pne of ihfe largeft of thefe morlu-- 

■' > 

ments, to which a plan is iitinexed. (See 

i^late XV>) All the inner ^rcfces of thefe 

- . grottoes 
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gB?l;|«efi are pQvered. yikk i^j^io^yphi^ i 
oiQziths WjQuld h^ xp^piK^ to re94 tl\em» 
even \£i one kB*\^ tbp ImgMi^y^nd it woul4 
take yea© t» copy them. Qnie thing I faw 
by the iittle day-light that cnt^fs the firft 
porch^ vrhich vSf thpit 4U the cleganpies of 
^irnament which tihe Qreeks have empIoyc4 
\n theij: ^chitc^ure^ all the wavy tinesi the 
fcroHs, 4nd other Qre^Jt form$, are hcxc cxc- 
<;uted with tajftc and cxquiiite delica^. If 
one of tl^efe ^^^cavations was a iingle opera** 
tioQ, as the uniforija regularity of the pUi| 
ipf each would feem to indicate, it muil be 
a^ uz;i|neQfe labour to conftrud: a tomb; 
^lit we may fuppofe that fuch a one, when 
once finiflied, would fcrye (ox ever for the 
fepwlture pf a whole family or even race, and 
that feme religious wqrlhip was regularly 
paid to the dead ; elfe where would have 
J)een t;he ufe of fuch finifhed orna^n^ents of 

A3 infcrjp- 
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inicriptions never read, and of a ruinous; fc- 
crct, and buried fplcndour? At different 
periods or annual feflivals^ or when ibme 
new inhabitant was added to the tombs; 
funereal rites were doubtlcfs perforhied, in- 
which the pomp of ceremony might vie with 

the magnificence of the place ; which is the 
more probable, as the richnefs of decoration 
in the interior part forms a moft ftriking con- 
traft with the outer walls, which are bnly 
the rough native rock, as may be remarked 
in the view that is annexccj, I found one 
of thefe caves, with a fingle faloon, in which 
were an innumerable quantity of graves cut 
in the rock in regular order : they had been 
ranfacked in order to procure the mummies ; 
and I found feveral fragments of their con- 
tents, fuch as linen, hands, feet, and loofe 
bones. 

Befides thefe principal grottoes, there is 

fuch 
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fech a coiintlefs number of fmallcr excavan 
tions> that the whole rock is cavernous and 
xefbunds under the foot. Further on to the 
ifouth, are remains of large quarries, the ca- 
vities of which are fupported by pilafters; 
fbme of thefe quarries have been the abode 
of pious hermits, who in thefe rocki, among 
thefe vaft retreats, united the auilere afpe(5l 
of an iiothabitant of the defert to the gentle 
majefty of one who partakes of the bounties 
teftowed by a river, which difpenfcs to its 
banks plenty and fertility. This was the 
emblem of their life ; before their retreat* 
cares, wealth, agitation; afterwards, calm 
and contemplative enjoyments ; the filence 
of nature too imitated the refcrvc to which 
they were compelled : in thefe regions the 
unchanging .nd auguft fplcndor of th. %, 
forcibly im pells to conftant but chgftened 
admiration ; the dawn of . day is not enr 

A 4 ' livened 
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Uvened by the crks of joy ox tbe boundbig 
c^anioialar; the ibng of no Ixrd proclaima 
the return of mom, evea die lark, whidii 
in our climates enlivens and animates oUv 
fallow3> in theie burning regions only calls 
to his mate,^ but never chants his happi* 
neis ; the grave dignity of Nature feems tct 
infpiie vfith the deep fen& of humble ac« 
knowledgment, fo that the grotto of the 
cenobite feems to have been placed here by 
the order and choice of the Deity himie|f ; 
md pytrj animated being partakes, vi^itli 
him in his grave and iilent meditation. 

Small niches^ ilucoo fiEu:ing8:^ a few re4 
IHttntings repre&nting crofibs, and ipme int 
icriptions in a language which I took to. bo 
Coptic, are the only remains which give evi* 
dence to the former habitation of the auftcre 
cenobites in tbc£s gloomy cells. In the 
ieafoh in which we vi^ted th^m^ nothing 

was 
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coifiparable to the exqulfite verdura pf 
the hanks of the NUe, whidbi embelUlhed 
the ihore with yarloxis hues of beautiful jgreea 
as 6ir as the eye could readi« My curiofity 
had led xne fo far from head-i^rters, that I 
could not rcgaia them before the march, 
. It is always attended with Ibme emba^« 
raflmei^t when a large army quits a townu 
We fct out the next morning before d^"» 
break. All our guides had joined the fame 
divifion which cauled ours to wander at 
landom^ and it was fome time before we 
were all coUeded. We followed the iinuo^ 
fitics qt the canal of Abu-Affi, which is 
the laft of Upper Egypt, and fo confidcrable 
in {iK^ th^t it might be coofidered as an 
arm pf the Nile, dividing with this river the 
extent of the valley, which in this day's 
march appeared to be no more than a league 
vx bi^adth, but ciiltiyated with mojie care 

and 
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and fkill than any part which* wc had ytt 
fecn : wc found fevcral roads marked out, 
which convinced us that they might, with a 
Tcry little expence, be made excellent, and 
moll completely durable, in a country like 
this, where neither rain nor froft are ever 
fecii. At every half league we found wells 
with a fmall monument of hofpitality, in 
which we could allay the thirft of man and 
hc^rfe : I took a fketch of one of the mofl: 
confiderable of thefc fmall philanthropic 
icftablifhments, as agreeable as uieful, which 
chara(5lerize the natural charity of the Arabs. 
(See Plate XVII. Fig. 2.) Tdwatds the 
middle of the day we approached the defert, 
where I found three new objeds ; one was 
the doum palm-tree, which differs from the • 
<late palm, in haying from eight to fifteen 
ftems inftead of only a iingle one, and* its 
ligneous fruit is attached by <:lufters to th« 

extremity 
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extremity of the principal branches, whence 
proceed numerous tufts, which form the 
foliage of the tree. The fruit is of a trian-, 
gular form, and of the fize of an egg; the 
firft, or outer coat, is fpongy, and cats like 
the carobe ; the tafte is fwcetilh, Hke honey, 
kfembling the flavour of ipice-bread; under 
this coat is a hard bark, filamentous like the 
cocoa-nut, which it refembles more than 
any other fruit ; but it wants the fint hard 
ligneous (hell of the cocoa ; its gelatinous 
part is taftelcfs ; it becomes very hard by 
drying, and beads are made of it, ilrung 
upon chaplet^, which take a good dye and 
polifli. (See Plate XVIL Fig, 2.) 

I faw alfo a charming little bird, which 
by its ihape and habitudes fliould be arrang- 
ed in the clafs of ^y catchers ; it ieized and 
devoured thefe infeds with an admirable ad* 
drefs. Thanks to the indolence of the 
1 Turks, 
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Turks, alJL birds are familiar in their CQimtry i 
&r though ibc Turks lovfs nothing, they 
ilifturb nothing : the colour of the bird I 
hwfc juft jncntioncd is a clear and Hvely 
green; thb head and the feathera beneath 
the wtngs> golden ; the beak, long, blacki 
and poiidted ; in the tail it has one featbef 
about half an inch longer than the reft ; the 
fize of the bird is about the iaxxie as the imal| 
tttiifibouie. 

A little farther o^ I faw in the defert 
l§>me fwallows of a dear: giey ccjour, likiq^ 
tjiat of the fand o^r which they were fiyingi 
tbefe never emigrate^ or at leai]b only gq 
into fimilar climates, as we^tiever ^e ^nyor 
them in Europe of this colour j they sffie of 
ibfi ipcdcs of the wheat-ean 

After marching thirteen hours, we cartie 
in the evenjug to. •GameffilBem, 'unfortu-T 
suitelyr for this village ; fof ^ O'ks of tk^ 

2 womep 



%omelti &Km coinyinced i» that our Icddier^ 
pMficii% by the dbrkne& of the nighty >aiidct 

ibitiiiifig dieir weafmds^ were ^^jiiykig Isy 
violence the gratificatbxit t«4ikh tbe |lace 
«fered them t the ii^abitaiitSy ^iilaged> dif* 
l^cmoured^ atid urged to dtfp^tatibn^ fell ti]>^ 
en the patroles »wh'6m *we ^nt to ddftni 
^ihfefti; atid %beie> attacked {)]r the furious 
nittivts^ -were ktlKng them in their ctm dei 
ictttc, for Vyant of being able to expls^n their 
cfejeA, atid to make themfelves uhderftboS-.. 
O ivtfr ! ^ou art brilliant in liiftoi^l but 
&iglft!&il i/vhen vie)ved with all thy attending 
horrors, naked, and midiiguifed. 

On ^ 28th we flcirted the edge of tht 
defert, whidh was bordered by a ftrcceffion 
dTviltageS. hx fpite 'Of the cold iv'hieh we 
felt duriAg the night, the heat of the fiay 
llfid the jgltodiiftions of* the earth, gave us 

notice 
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potice that vre were approaching the tropic^ 
ihe barley was now ripe, the wheat in ear, 
and the melons planted in the open field> 
were already in full flower. We ipent the 
night in a wood near Narcette. 

On the 29th we croffed a defert, and 
pafled by a Coptic convent, to which the 
Mamelukes had fet fire on the preceding 
evening, and which was flill burning io 3$ 
J to prevent me from entering it; but it re-- 
iembled in all its parts the white convent 
a ihort diftance off, and fituated alio luxder ^ 
the mountain, at the border of the defert^ 
which I fliall prcfently defcribc. The firft 
is called the Red Convent, becaufe it is built 
of brick ; the other the JVhite Convent, be- 
ing conftruded of ftones of this Colour.; 
this latter had a|fo been fet on fire the pre? 
ceding evening ; but the monks in efcaping' 
had left the .gates open, and ibme of their 

fervants 
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icrvants were faving what thcj could from 
the ruins. 

The ereAion of this building is attributed 
to Saint Helenaj which is probably true, t9 
judge by the plan. The church was the 
only building left {landing, but there had 
doubtlefs been a nionaftery attached to i^ 
^ ibme fragments of walls and blocks of 
granite adjoining {eem to prove. From the 
dltneofions of thefe reliqiies of antiquity, we 
mixft foppdfe, that if Saint Helena built 
them, the emperor Conftantine muft have 
fcconded her zeal, by putting very large fums 
4t her difpoiai : the monaftery not being, like 
the church, built fo as to make a ftrong and 
tenable caflle, it muft dbubtleis have been 
dcftroycd lo;ig before, by fome fuch violence 
as that which we were now witnefles of; the 

ft 

church, on the contrary, wa^ built fo ftrong,' 
^tat, with a portcullis at the- entrance,. ^d 

a few 
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* &vr |aeoe& 6f cannon on the Wallsi it 
might eaiily reiift the attacks of the Arab^ 
m eveft the Mamelukes. But the& poor 
fllMia being witihitiut arms, could only op^ 
pole to oppreiiion their patience, fandi^^ 
iefignation^ and efpecially their poverty^ 
ti^ich would have iaved them on any other 
occttfion ; bat in the pteient cafe dieMame* 
&tkea reven^d themielves on cattiolics, for 
the evils which they had experieneod from 
ttber catholtcs^ ib^ if they covdd by this xnt^ 
^ifticd make vip fbr the lo& which we had 
occaiioned thcm« We perceived m the ruiitt 
produced by this cataftfophe ^yme ^harcoal^ 
which remained from the burning c£ the 
wood-yard ; and the urgent necefBtiet of 
in&tiablc war compelled us alib to take away 
thcfe wrecks of the devaftation of which v?e 
had been the cauie* 
:&aK»s tiieiijcft ddlm^^oli of this oonrcnt 

the 



tlie monks had made their dwellings in thq 
lateral gallery of the churchy if dweUingi 
they might be called, which Were ohly 
wretched huts> fet up under thofe iplendid 
porches ; it was mifery in the Teiy palace o^ 
pride. - ' r 

The fathers had fled ; we only found t&e 

I brothers, clothed in rags, who bad Hoacctlf 
iccoTcred fcom-the fright and agony which, 
they h^d ezperiejnced the night before. To 
h^ve a. full idea of the life^ the chara;6ler« 
and mttns of ilibiiftence of theie monks, the 
reiRier fhoirid ccmfwk the excellent memoir 
which General Andreoffi has given con- 

^ ceming the natron lakes, in which he has 
introduced an account of the canvents of £1- 

9 * . 

Baramous, Saint Ephwim, and Saint Ma*; 
caire. This ezad and judioous writer has 
there defcribed the pover^. ofthde monks^ 
iheir oootiinMl ilate of waiiwe vfiik the. 
Vol. II. B Aiabs, 
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Arabs> the mifery of their lifo^ and the moral 
eaufes which render it flippor table to thelii/ 
Ami which perpetuate thefe eflabliihments. 

Whilft we were halting I made a draw- 
feg of this convent (Sec Plate XVII. Fig. l .): 
which will giye an idea of the fitu^tion of 
thefe eftabliDiments on the edge of the.de- 
ftrt, but commanding a view of the rich 
Country, watered by the canal of Abu-Affi, 
^nd of the archite^ure of thele edifices of 
the fourth -century, and confequently two 
thoufaiid years pofteriorto the grand mbnu- 
ftiehts of high Egyptian^ antiquity* The 
gravity of ftyle here displayed, the cornices, 
Snd the ^ates, are abfblutely the (ame as the 
primitive architediurc j the general outline 
is good, excepting feme deficiencies in the 
<^oir, in which may be obfcrved the dccajp 
of tafte. We encamped in the evening at 
Bonnafle£u». 

The 
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The next day wc jretumed along the Nile, 
and croiTed the field of battle, in which, dur- 
ing the laft war between the Turks, and the 
Mamelukes, Affan-Baflia was beaten by Mu- 
rad-Bey, where the latter, with five thou- 
iand Mamelukes, overthrew, and routed 
eighteen thpufand Turks and three thbuiand 
Mamelukes. Malem-Jacob, a Copt, who 
accompanied us as our fteward, was a fpec- 
tatot of this battle and had taken a fhare in 
it> and he explained to us all the particu- 
lars. He^ {hewed us with what fuperiotity 
of talent Murad h^ gained his advantage 
and profited by it; the fame Murad-Bey 
would now foam with anger, at being 
obliged to repafs the fame field of battle, fly- 
iiig before fifteen hundred infantry. As we 
were converting on the viciffitudes of for- 
tune, drawn on by the eagemefs of talk, 
tvc had very imprudently, as v(tm our ufuid 

B 2 cuftom. 
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cuftom, got half a league before the armjTr 
I faid in jeft to Defaix> that it would be very 
ridiculous to have it told in hiftory, that he 
bad loft his bead in a rencounter with half 
a dozen Mamelukes^ and that for my part I 
ihould be inconiblable to leave mine behind 
it hxxfh, where it would be fbrgotten. At 
this time we were pafling out of Mlnchia ; 
the adjutant Clement came to inform the 
General that there were Mamelukes in the 
village, and indeed we prefcntly few firfl: 
tw6, then fix, then ten^ anji aftcrwaffds four 
more, and l^wo behind^ along wilh their bag- 
gage : they loon obferved usj if we retreated 
we ihould have been carried off, 9s the coun-^ 
try was endofed ; Defaix, therefore, put a 
good face on the matter, and appeared to be 
maJsiing his arrangements ; he had four fufi-- 
leers whom he placed alternately cm eac^ 
fide, to encreafe the appearance of our force. : 

we 
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wc got ibme ditches between us and the 
enemy^ we gained time, and st kft our ad* 
vanced guard came up, and they retired. 
We were t<^d that Murad was waiting ibr 
us at Girgeh ; we heard loud oies, and faw 
clouds of duft aicend. Deiaix thought that 
at laft he was going to obtain the battle 
which he had been ieeking fo painfully for 
the laft fortnight ; I was dispatched to haften 
the infantry up. While galloping along, I 
juft perceived an ancient embankment on the 
edge of the Nile, and flights of fteps de- 
scending into two bafons — were they the 
ruins of Ptolemais i A cation was fired as a 
fignal to the cavalry, who were at a leitgue 
diftance, to rejoin us, and in half an hour we 
were ready either for attack or defence. Wc 
marched in order of battle up to the ipot 
where the greatcft number had colle<9:ed> 
fcut they difperfed ; the Mamelukes them* 

B 3 felves 
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« ' 

feives difappearcd^ and we arrived at Girgeb^ 
yrithout being able to come up with the 
enemy* 

: Here the pitilefs readerj fitting quietly at 
bis table with his map before him^ will fay 
to the poor> hungry^ harafled traveller, ex- 
pofed to all the trouble of war : " I ice. no 
accoimt of " Apheodltopolis, Crocodilopolis, 
f' Ptolemais — what is become of all thefe 
towns ? What had you to do there, if you 
4Could not give any accouht of them ? had 
, ^^ yoanot a horfe to carry you, an army to 
*' proted: you> and an interpreter to anfwey 
*' all your queftions — ^and have I not relied 
f ' upon you to give me fome information on 
f' all theie fubjeds ?*' But, kind reader, 
pleafe to recplle6t, that we are furroundcd 
wiUi Arabs and Mamelukes, and that, in all 
probability, P fliould be made prifoner, pil- 
lagedj and very likely killed, if I had thought 

proper 
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proper to veature only a hundred paces- from 
the column to fetch ibme of the bricks of 
Aphroditopolis. The embanked quay> which 
I faw in galloping to Minchia> was Ptole* 
mais, and no other remains of this town 
exift, 

A little more patience^ and we ihall go- 
and turn over a foil entirely new tP the 
curious traveller, to fee the places which • 
Herodotus himfelf has only defcribed from 
the lying reports which were given to bimt' 
and which modern travellers h^vc only been 
^ble to draw and meafure, furroiuded by' 
every caufo of anxiety, withoiut daring to 
lofe fight or the river, plundered oh every 
pretence by the reis, by their interprcta^ 
by .every (hcik, balha, land kiachef, into 
whofe hands they might happen to f^U; 
abandoned byionq^ of their feryants, piU^ed 
by others, fiifpeSed of for<Jery> tPi»?9dt^ 

B4 <xx 
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dn account of treafures which they were 
fuppoied to have found, or to be in quefk of, 
obliged^ in taking drawings, to h^ve an ey& 
on the attendants that furrpunded them, 
who were ready to deftroy the fruits of their 
labours, if not to make an attempt oh their 
perfons; thefe travellers, under fuch circum* 
ftances, cannot be blamed in tranfmitting 
very imperfed accounts of countries fo cu- 
rious, but at the fame time fo dangerous to 
irifit. 

Thapks to the obftinate pcrfeverance of 
the brave Murad-Bey, who will ftill try the 
chance of war, while the reft of Egypt is inr 
our poneflion, wc fliall contrive to purfiie 
him, and this will lead us at laft into the 
.promifed land, from which my haryeft will 
be reaped. 

Girgeh, where we arrived two hours aiier 
noon, is the capital of Upper Egypt : it is 

a modern- 
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a modetn town that contains nothing re^ 
markable : it is lEts large as Minyeh and Me- 
fatui, but lefs than Siut, and lefs beautiful 
dian cither. The name of Girgeh, or Djcr- 
gefa, is derived from a large monaftcry built 

# 

prcvioufly to the town, and dedicated to St. 
George, which is pronounced Girgeh in the 
language of the country. The convent ftill- 
exifts, and we found in it European monks; 
The Nile razes the walls of Girgeh, and is 
conftantly walhing away a part of them ; 
'and it would require a coniiderable expence 
to make here but an indifferent harbour for 
boats This town. is. therefore interefting 
only as being fituated half way between 
Cairo and Syene, and in a very rich terri- 
tory. We found here all kinds of provilions^ 
at a very low price ; bread was one fous the 
pound ; twelve eggs, two fous : two pigeons, 
three ibus ; a goofe weighing fift^n pounds^ ' 

"we 
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wc got at twelve fbus:— cbuld this be pover*^ 
ty? Such too was the abundance of theib 
articles, that after more than five thousand 
of us had remained here three weeksj an4 
had encreafed the confumption^ and icat« 
tered out money, no rife in the tlemancl 
for thefe neceflaries had taken place. 

However, our boats did not arrive ; wo: 
were in want of Ihbcs and of bifcuit ; the 
army therefore went into regular quarters 
here, fet up ovens^ and prepared a barrack 
to ilation five hundred men; &nd during 
this time of reft for us all, I experienced iqr 
my own cafe the great advantage of ftrcngthir 

ening my eye-fight, which had become ' &k 
indifferent as to threaten ierious inconve-^ 
nience. I had, indeed, no remedy with me j 
but I found a pot of honey, and a jar of 
vinegar, in th6 hauie of the Ibeik in which 
1 lodged, which did me great fcrvice,. for I 

7 eat 
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eat abundaiitly of the/ormer, aad cooled the 
heat of my, blood with the latter, which I 
drank largely, mixed with water and fugar. 
. On tHe 3d of January we.learht that the 
pea/ant^i ieduced by the Mamelukes, were 
collecting in ordey to attacjk us in the rear, 
whilft they were promjjTed that we ihould be 
a03ulte€| s|t the f^me time in front. They 
bad but a month ago plundered a caravan 
q( two hundred merchants, who were com- 
ia&g from India by the Red Sea, Cofleir, and 
Koufs ; they therefore gave tbcmfelyes great 
credit for. their Courage ; forty of the neigh- 
bouring viljagesi htid aflembled fix or fcveh 
thoufand men, but our cavalry charged them, 
iabred ten or twelve hundred of them, anjl 
put an end to. their prcgeft. 

We foimd at Girgeh a Nubian prince, a 
brother to the king of Darfur : he was re- 
turning from India, and was going to rejoin 

another 
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another of his brothers, who was accompa* 
nying another caravan of Nubiahs of Sennar, 
with as many women. He was bringing 
to Cairo elephants* teeth and gold duft> to 
barter againfi coffee, fugar, ihawls, cloth, 
lead, iron, fenna, and tamarinds. We had 
a long converiation with this young prince, 
who was lively, gay, impetuous, and clever, 
all of which were ihewn in hirpbyfio^iotDy : 
his colour was deeper than bronze, his eyea 
very fine aj»d well fct, his nofe fomewhat 
turned up and fmall, his mouth very wide 
but not flat, and his legs, like thofe of all 
the Africans, bowed and lank. He told us , 
that his brother was an ally of the king of 
Burqu, and traded with him, and that he 
was always at war with the people of Sen- 
nar. He likewile informed us, that it was 
forty days joumey from Darfur to Sxut, dur^ 
ing which time water was only to be met 

with 



Vflth once a week, either in the wells or in 
eroding the oqfis. The profits of thefe cara* 
vans ought to be enormous to repay the ex- 
penfe and trouble of fitting them out^ and 
to indemnify them for their very great fa- 
tigues. When their female ilaves were not 
taken in war, they coft them one indiffer- 
ent gun^ and the men Haves two. He told 
m, that it waa very cold in his country at a 
certain time of the year^ and having no word 
to.exprefs to.us ice, he faid> that they eat a 
greisit deal of a fubftance which was hard 
when taken in the bands, and which flipped 
through the fingers when it. was held there 
for ibme time. Wo enquired of him of 
Tombuctoo, this celebrated city, the ex- 
ifienoe of which is fo problematical in Eu- 
rope. He was not .furpriied at our quef- 
tions. From bb account Tombuctoo was at 

the foutk-wcft of hb country, and its inha- 
bitants 
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bxtants came to trade with him : they were 
iixmcmths on their journey from Tombuctoo 
to Darfur, and purchafed the various articled 
which -he brought from Cairo, for which 
they exchanged gold duft. He added> that 
this country was called in their language 
the paradife ; that the town of Towbuctoo 
w^s iituated on the banks of a rivcr^ which 
flowed towards the weft, and that the inhai'* 
bitants were finall of flature, and mild in 
dij^jfition. We regretted much that wd 
could not enjoy iftoTe time with this in- 
terefBng traveller, but we could not indiA 
erectly urge him with queftioris, though he 
feemed to be perfcdiy well inclined t6 tell «s 
what he kneW, having nothing of the Muf- 
fulman gravity and taciturnity, and expreis*^ 
iiig himfelf with cafe and energy. He told 
us, befides, that in his country the fuccef* 
ii<m of the royal family was derive ; that 

the 
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the military and eivil chiefs, after the death 
6{ a king, chofe, out of his fons, him whom 
they thought rnoft worthy to luccccd to the 

throne ; and that hitherto there had been 

« 

no example of a civil war beirig produced 
by this cuftom. 

All that 1 have been relating is, word for 
word^ an authentic copy of the conversation 
^hich we had with this foreign prince. He 
added> that we bad an infinite number o^ ^ 
things to fumifh Africa with, and that we 
ihould find them very willing to trade with 
US) without injuring the commerce whtch 
they kept \xp with each other; that we fhould 
attach them to our interelb by all their wants, 
and by the exportation oTthc fupcrfluity of 
out ptodudidns ; that the trade with India, 
in like meaiure, might be carried oil thfough 
Mecca, taking this town or that of Cofieir a6f 

a ^inmoaentr^, in the fame way as Aleppa 

is 
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id for the MufTuIman ftates^ notwithfiand^ 
ing the length of march required on each iide 
to arrive at the c6mmon point of contad. 

Wc were now waiting every day for thb 
barks which were to follow our march> on 
board of which were our proviiions, ammu-* 
. nition, and the clothing of our troops. The 
J wind> contrary to what generally preva^ils at 
this feafon> had been uniformly favourable 
for the arrival of the barks^ and yet they were 
not come. We^ had difpatched feveral cx- 
prefles to gain fome tidings of them ; but 
the firft tha( we fent had periihed in pafiing 
through the revolted villages^ and the others 
did not appear^ fo that v^e were compelled 
to lofe our moft favourable feafon ia inac--. 
tioh. ,The country even might begin to think 
that we feared to meet the Mamelukes^ and 
this opinion would difaffefl the peafants to- 
wards us: indeed they already refufed to 

pay 
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pay the fniri, alledglng as a reafbn, that there 
mull be a battle^ and they would pay it to 
the conqueror. ' 

On the 9th of January, the tenth day 
of our arrival, General Defaix determined to 
icnd his cavalry to S'iut, to know abfolutely 
what was become of his maritime convoy^ 
We had previoufly lent from Girgch a hat- 
talion to Bardis^ in queft of proyiiion ; th« 
officer who commanded it informed us, on 
the evening of the ninth, ths^t the Mamc-» 
lukes had given out that on the eleventh they 
would march from Hau, to reach tis on the 
next day ; and that they were abfolutely 
determined to give us battle. This news 
was confirmed from/ every quarter; although 
Qefaix was not convinced that the great ob- 
je<S of our wiflies was at hand, he had ad- 
ditiopal reafon to complain of our ,flotilla> 
which by depriving us of tho ,affifl»nce of 

Vol. II. C our 
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our cavalry, would prevent us from txiak^ 
ing advantage of our victory, in cafe we 
gained oi\e ; for infantry alone can never do 
more with the Mamelukes than accept of 
battk, not being able to compel them to-it> 
or oblige them to continue it longer than 
they think proper. 

• Another pcft with which we were tnuch 
haraiTed^ was a perpetual theft,, which wa^ 
contrived by the offenders in fuch a manner> 
that no rigour of military execution could 
protciSt our arms of otir horfes* Every night 
the inhabitants ftole into our cariip like rats, 
ind lurking about, they generally found aft 
opportunity to felze fovnt article of plunder,' 
and carry it away with them. 5ome of the 
robbers had been caught in the very fad^ 
and facrificed to the rage of the foldiers otl 
guard ; it was hoped that this rigour would 
prove a falutary example ; the guard was( 

doubled/ 
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doubled, and yet on the fame day two of 
the artillery forges were taken off; but the 
robbers were apprehended and fliot imme- 
diately. In the night which followed this 
execution, the horfes of the aid-de-camp of 
the general of cavalry were ftolen : the gene- 
ral laid a wager that they would not touch 
iny of his property, but the next day his 
horfe alio disappeared, and the plunderers 
had pulled down part of a wall in order to 
fiirprite the general himfelf, ^hich failed 

» 

only on account of day-light coming before 
they were prepared. 

On the lOth we learnt that Murad-Bey 
had invited the Arab Ihieks of the villages 
which had fubmitted to us to rendezvous at 
Girgeh, and march againft us. On the 1 2th, 
the day in which we were to have been at- 
tacked, fcveral of thefe ftiieks fent us a let- 
ter, informing us that they remained faithful 

C 2 to 
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to th^r treaty, and denoiinced to us tBoTc 
who had promifed to march to join Murad ; 
bu|: the encounter whi^K they had had with 
cur cavalry difconcerted their plans. 

The iky was cloudy on the 1 ith, and we 
tillered fifom it as if it were a (harp winter*^ 
* 4^y, though it would have beea reckoned in 
]^urope fine April weather; fo much is the 
^bience of a bleiEng confidered as^ a pofitive 
evil! On thi* day^ however, which wc 
complained of fb much, I faw a vine-ftalk 
«s ^cen afs^ in the month of July ; the leaves 
in this country only harden, becon:ie red, 
and dj(y, whilft the end of the branch perpe- 
tually renews its verdure -^ the creeping peas 
do the iame, their ftalk becomes woody : 
and I have feen fome that were forty feet 
high> and had climbed to tkt tt)ps of trees. 
. We learned ^fo that there had wrived 
from Mecca, by the way of Coflcir^ an in- 

^ numerable 
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Tiuinerable tro6p of foot ibidiers to joia 
Murad-Bey> and that they were on their 
march to attack us. 

On the 1 3th we were informed that out 
cavalry had fallen in with a number of the 
^nemy at Menfhieth^ had put to the fword a 
thou&nd of theife deluded people^ and had 
purfucd their march • This was certainly 
not a leilbn of fraternization ; but our pofi«^ 
tion, perhaps, rendered an a<^ of ifeverity 
ncceflary : this province, which had always 
the reputation of beirig very turbulent, and 
very formidable, required to be taught that 
they could not brave us with impunity ;• it 
x^raSf beiides, our policy to conceal from them, 
that our means were fmall, and our refources 
^iiperied ; and to give them the impreffion 
^f our being as vindi<Slive when provoked, as 
fiiild when treated with refpeift; and that 

we (hould pufiilh fcverely thofc who wtsre 

C 3 difpofcd 
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difpofed to doubt that all we did was finally 
for their own good. 

We prepared to march as foon as our ca- 
valry returned, whether our flotilla was to 
cpme at laft, or whether we fhould be obliged 
to give it up ; for by remaining here wc did 
but encreafe the evils of our fituation, and 
thofe which we were obliged to make the 
inhabitants fufFer in keeping up this con- 
ftant ftate of war, uncertainty, and difbrga- 
nization. 

. Still no tidings of our cavalry on the 14th* 
Wc amufed ourfelves with hearing Arabian 
talcs, in order to kill time, and relieve our 
impatience. The Arabs relate ftories fo 
flowly, that, our interpreters could follow 
them almoft without interrupting the nar-y 
rative. They retain the fame paffion for 
thefe , tales as we have long been fgimiliar 
with in the thoufand and one tales of the 

fultana 
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fultana Scherafade ; arid in this relpc<ft, 
Dcfaix and myfelf almoft equalled the ftd* 
tan ; his prodigious memory loft fcarcsely a 
fingle phraf^ of ivhat he had heard ; and I 
forbore to write them down, as he promifed 
to repeat them to me from memory, word 
for wor^. I obferved, however, that if thefe 
relations were not rich i;i natural image$ 
and juft fentiment (a merit which feems to 
belong exclufively to the writers of the 
Borth), they abound in extraordinary events 
and intcrefting fituations, ,0€caiioned by high 
and ftrong paflions : thefe writers make 
abundant ufe of all the machinery of caftlcs, 
iron gratefi, poifons, daggers, rapes, night 
adventures, miftakes, treachery j in (hort, 
all that can embroil a narration, and appear 
to render the denouement impoflible, and yet 
the ftory always finiflies very.naturally in 
the cleareft and moft fatisfadory manner, 

C4 Thi 
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Xhb is the merit of the inventor, and to 
this the narrator adds that of prectiion and 
declamation, which are in high efteem with 
the audience ; and thus it happens that tho 
fame ftory is told by fevcral relators iucceA 
fivcly with equal intcreft and fucccls ; one 
giving in a better ftylc of declamation the 
pathetic and amorous part ; another throw-: 
ing in more intereft in the battle fccncs and 
thofe of horror ; and a third humouring the 
laughable events ; in Ihort, it is their thea^ 
trical entertainment ; and as we go to a play 
the fixft tinie for the piece; and afterwards 
for particular adors ; {o with the Arabs 
tbeie repeated reprefentations do not fatigue 
the auditors. Thefe tales are followed witb 
<|iicul£ons; the parts which have excited 
applaufe are criticifed, and thus the talents 
o£ the performers arc brought to greater per- 
fis^ion ; and all thoie who have acquired a 
V^V . high 
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high pitch of excellence in this art are in 

great eftimation, as they contribute to thd 

happinefs of a whole family or even a horde^ 

The Arabs have alfo their poets, even thtii 

improvifatores, who exhibit at great feafts^ 

and they appear to be enchanted with them.> 

I have heard them, but when their ibngs arc 

not narrative, they doubtlefe lofe n^iich by 

heing tranflated ; they feemed to me to be 

only concetti, or a very infipid play upoti 1 

words : thefc poets too have very fingular 

manners, and particular tricks or geftures, 

which diftingirife them indeed from others, 

but give an appearancee of infanity that in- 

ipired me with pity and repugnance ; which 

was not the cafe with the narrators of the 

tales, who appear to have much more talent 

and nature. - 

Our delays ought to have diiiTefled mc 

leis than others, iince it gave me time tx> 

allay 
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the inflamatton of my eyes ; but I partook of 
the impatience . of Defaix, i/vho depended 
on the refources which our convoy had on 
l>6ard^: the abfencc of which . paralyfed all 
^Is .pperations ia every quartei:; and left him 
i% a di flfrfeifirig . ft^te of inadion. Happily 
we, had few fick and wolinded, for the phy-r 
ficians, who were without remedies, could 
onlv look on, to tell them what (hould have 
been done fp^ th^m, and could adoiiniftei: 
nothing; however,; we eftablUb^d a hofpitalj 
ov^ns, and a magazine,! and we had a barrack 
lufEciently well fortified to be defended 
againft any inifufre(ftion or attack of the 
pealaats, ',and to hold in fecurity three 
hundred;fnen, in this little ihl?t pjf a poftoa 
the 'Nile, - - ' 

Not knowing well what to do for my in- 
flamed eyes, I. went: to, the baths of the 
tpWPi knd fout>d much ea|e. from this xc-^. 
' medy. 
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mcdy. I fhall here refer my reader to the 
elegant defcription given of thefe Egyptian 
|)aths by Savary, whofe rich imagination has ' 
fet before his readers a very lively pifhire of 
the pleafure which they afford, and the vo- 
luptuous gratification which they are capable 
of procuring. I took a drawing of the bath 
which I ufed. (See plate- XVI.) 

The morning of the 15 th was cold enough 
to make one wifh for a fire, but it was ra- 
ther the chillnefs of a raw morning in 
May, for on putting my head out of my 
window, I faw the birds alive and adivc, 
and bufy in making their nefts : in the 
evening of this day it thundered, a very rare 
occurrence in this country, which happens 
hardly oftener than once in a generation^ 
by g, concourfe of circumfj^nces perhaps not 
difficult of explanation. The north wind,, 
which is the moft conftant of all thofe that 

prevail 
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prevail in this part of the worlds brings from 
the iea the clouds of a colder region^ rolls 
them along through the valley of Egypt, 
where a burning fun rarefies them and re- 
duces them to vapour ; vsrhcn this vapour is 
driven into Abyffihia, the fouth wind, wrhich 
croiOTes the lofty and cold mountains of this 
country, Ibmetimes brings back a few feat-* 
tered clouds, which, as they experience but 
little change of temperature when return- 
ing . over the humid valley of the Nile in 
flood-time^ remain condenfed^ and at times 

produce, without thunder or tempeft, fhiaH 

. ^^ « 
l^afty (howers. But, as the caft and weft 

winds^ which are in general the parents ot 

fton)r)8, both crols burning deferts, w^hich 

either abforb the clouds or raiie the vapour 

to fuch a height, as to be able tp pais over 

the narrow valley of Upper Egypt, without 

being able to undergo detonation by the 

operation 
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Operation of the waters of the river, the phe- 
nomenon of thunder becomes fo rare an 
occurrence to the inhabitants of thi& cpun* 
try, that even the thinking people who i^fide 
here do not attempt to affign to it a phyfical 
caiifc. General Defaix having queftioned a 
peribn in the law in this place on the caufe 
of thunder, he replied, with the perfed: con* 
fide nee of convidion : '* We know very 
'' well that it is an angel, hut fo fmall in fia« 
** ture that he cannot be pereeivcd in tkc 
**air; he has however the power of con- 
ducing the clouds of the Mediteirane^a 
into Abyffinia, and when the wickedneii 
^* of men is at its height, he makes his voice 
*' heard, which is a voice of menace and re«> 
*^ proach ; aiid as a proof that he has al£> 
" the difpofal of punilhment, he opens a 
" little way the gate of heaven, whence darts. 
** out the ligfatning ; but as the dcmcnqr 

1 "of 
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•^ of God Is infinite, nevtr is his wrath carlic<i 
** further in Upper Egypt.** 

It was a matter of furprlze to Us to hear 

. h iehfiblc-Iookihg m^n, with a veheirablc 
^hite beard, relate fiich a . puerile tale. 
Defalk wifhed to explain to him in another 
mariner this phenotaenbn, but the old mart 
thought it fo inferior to his own, that he evert 
did not take thfe trouble to lifteh to it. It 
had by this time rained all night, which rferi- 
dered the ftreets muddy, flippery, and hardly 
paflable. Here finilhes the hiftory of our 
winter, which I fliall not again have occafiori 

. to mention. 

We had now fet up ovens after the man- 
ner of the country, and baked bifcuit for 
oiirfelves. The Egyptians manage their 
ovens with great Ikill and addrefs ; for, in- 
dividually, they are dexterous arid induftri- 
ous, and as they have fcarcely more tools td 

work 



Work with than any favage, it is filrpf ifing 
how much they do with their fingers^ th^ 
inflruments to which they are commoniy 
reduced ; and with their feet, yfith which 
thcj affift their hands Wonderfully, As 
workmen they have one great recomhiend* 
ation, which is; that they are patient and 
unaffuming, and teady to repeat their work 
till it is done to your mind. I know not 
whether they can be made brave; but we 
ought not to fee, without fome apprehenfion, 
the qualities of good foldiers which they 
already exhibit ; they are eminently fober, as 
aftive on their legs as couriers, centaurs ott 
horfeback, and tritons in fwimming ; and yet 
four thoufand French exercife abfolute em- 
t>ire over leveral millions of fuch men, pof- 
fcffingfuch formidable qualities of body; fo 
ft?ongly imprefled on the mind of fome per- 
fons is the habit of obedience, as that of 

3 command 
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command U on otherSf and this (bite con« 
tinucs till one, party ilumber over their abuic 
of power> whilft the others at laft awake at 
^be noife of their chains. 

On the 1 8th of January our cavalry rc^ 
turned; they brought us the welcome news 
of the arriral of our barks> apd gave us the 
particulars of a battle which they had fought 
with fev^r^l Mamelukes, and their allLes> who 
had fpread the intelligence that they had 
forced our pofition and defeated us> and that 
our cavalry were the wrecks of the French 
array, who were endeavouring, to make 
good their return to Cairo. Two thoufand 
Arabs on horleback, and five or fix thoufand 
peafants on foot, had intended to cut off our 
cavalry, and for this purpofe had advanced 
beyond Tata to meet them : when our troops^ 
difcovered them they began to form; but 
the enemy fuppofing that our cavaliy would 

decline 



TRAVELS Iir EOTPT. 4$ 

decline the cdmbat, had charged with their 

■ 

accuftomcd difbrder, that is to lay, with ibme 

of the boldeil in fronts and the refl in the 

middle, all ilriking and never parrying : but 

at the iecond diicbarge, the enemy, a&o^ 

niflicd to receive from cavalry a fire as well 

kept up as that of a battalion, began to give 

waj, and having Ibft forty of their men^ 

with about a hundred wounded, they had 

difperfed in diiFeirent direSions/ deferting 

their poor infantry, who as ufiial had been 

iabred, and would have been entirely deftroy-- 

ed, if night had not affifted their efcape. 

On the 20th our long expelled boats ar- 
rived, and the fi^plies which they brought 
with them, and above all the ihufic of one 
of our demi-brigades playing favourite 
French airs, gave iis all fuch a furprifing 
fenfatioQ of delight at Girgeh, that we for- 
got all the fretting impatience under which 
VolIL D we 
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we bad of ktc fo much fuffered* Alas^ it 
.was the ibng of the menaced fwan ! but let 
us not aentlcipate events ; in war time^ above 
■alU the pfeftnt moment muft be enjoyed^ 
fince no one ean command tbe iucceeding* 
On tbe 2lft the advance^money and tbe 
brandy with which we were now fupplied^ 
gave a new plea^re to the life of tht^ foldkr, 
who^ already tired of eating his fee eggs for 
3 fous, fet out with joy to meet wkh frefli 
kardffliips. 

• We had been for twenty-one days tinng 
ourfelves with the inadion to which we had 
been compelled : I knew that I was near 
Abidus, where Ofymandyas had' built a tem- 
ple, and where Memhon had refided, Iwai 
eonftantly urging Defaix . to fend thither a( 
reconnoitring party as fkr as El^Araba, where 
t daily heard there were ieveral nfins ; and 
as often De&ix faid to mc, " I will tondud 

« you 
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•'you thithcf ffijrfelf; Mui^ad-Bcy is two 
'^ diys journey from us, he will corac up t6 
w rfie day after to-motroW, and we fliall 
then give him battle, and when i*e fliali 
*^' have beat him, we Can then befEow ^ 
'' much time as jrou will on antiquities, and 
'' I will help you myfelf to m'<iafu/d them/* 
My good friend was certainly in the fight, 
aad even if it were not ft>, I ftiuil havecotl-^* 

> 

teiited mylelf* 

At kft, on the 2Jind, We quitted Gifgch 
sit the approach of night, and we jJaffed di-» 
rciSIy oppofitc to the antfqtiitles. I>eiaix 
dared hot look me in the face: ** If I am 
" killed t6*morrow,'* faid I to him, '* my 
** ghoft will bcf always haunting jrou, rtpfeitl- 
" ing in ydur dars El-Arabi.'*^ In tnith, ht 
recollcded my menace,, for five months aftdt 
he fent from Siut an order fof d detachment 
to be f^ytsk md to efoprt me to £1- Ancba. 

D2 We 
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Wc arrived before a village : it was ontjr 
the next day we learnt that it was called 'Eh 
Befera^ for in the evening there was not a 
iingle inhabitant left to fpeak to. For my 
own part, I was not very ibrry ta find thcfe 
villages empty, as it prevented me from hear- 
ifig the cries of the inhabitants, from whom 
we were obliged to fupply our wants by 
force ; whereas when they were apprifed of 
bur coming every thing was removed, even 
to the doors and window-cafes; and a vil- 
lage thus ftript only two hours before, had 
the appearance of a ruin a century old. 

The next day, as I was fetting out the 
foremoft on the march, having the leaft to 
do, I was the firft to perceive the Mamelukes, 
Thej advanced towards hs, fhewing a front 
of an immenfe extent. We immediately 
formed in three fquarcs, two of infantry for 
our -wings, and our cavalry in the eentre^ 
\ flanked 
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Hanked with €ight pieces of artillery on the 
angles. In this order wc marched, taking 
the route to Samanhut, avillageofconiider<^ 
able elevation, below which wc hoped t6 ' 
take a good poiition. The Mamelukes ngw 
dividing their force, turned us in three 
points, and began to fire, their pieces, and tp 
fet up their war cries, before we cvcil 
thought of ufing our artillery. A body of * 
volunteers from Mecc^ were pofted in k 
ravine between the village and our army^ 
and fired from under cover on the fquare of 
our twenty-firft. Defaix fent a detachment 
of infantry to diilodge them from their 
trenches, and another of cavalry tb pvrfuc 
them when they were driven out of their 
poft. The cavalry, which was too eag^^ 
made the attack too ibon and to disadvantage; 
one of our men was killed, another wounded^ 
<dnd^thc ai4-de*camp Rapp, rece&Md^ft fabre 

D 3 wound^ 
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^aund, vhieh wpuld have brought htm to 
«be ground, h»d not a volunteer parried dS 
ipur more blow» that were aimed at him : 
the M^cpa troop, however, were repulfed. 

ChaflTeurn were now fent tp the village X^ 
^iilodge tbcfe of the enemy who had taken 
|)oil thpre ; the Mamelukes 4rew up to at<* 
taek our left, whilft another party threaten* 
iad our right ; they had at one time a favour** 
«1>le moment for eharging us, but they he* 
Stated, and loft an opportunity which never 
again occurred. However, they continued 
to prance round us, making a raoft brilliant 
di^lay of their giittering arms, and of their 
ikill in horfemanfiiip, in which they es^hir 
bited all the oriental fplendour; but the rigid 
Severity of cnur northern difciplinc pteiented 
% fpedacle equally formidable and com<* 
inanding ; the coi^traft however was ilrik* 
ing ;. it wa& iron in battle array againftgodd, 

the 
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the wiio?e plain fparklfed with polUhecT- arnii 
and accoutrements, and the pt^ure wa) 
beautifuL Our artillery fir«d on the \ifholc 
front of the enemy at once, who made a 
ialfc attack on our right, in which feveral 
of their men were killed. One of their 
leaders flruck with a bullet, fell down "too 
near us to be afiifted by bis own people, and 
whilft his foot hung in the ftirrup, the horfc 
livithout abandoning his rider, would not let 
any one approach him ; but the cupidity of 
our markfincn was raifed by the gold which 
glittered on the drefs of. this unfortunate 
chief, who was thus dragged from place tp 
place by his horfe, and made to fuffcr the 
liorrors of death in many forms. 

Another party of' chaffcurs had been feat 
to Samanhut, f o diflodge the enemy from 
that village alfo. They foon effeded their 
objeft, and Mnrad himfelf was one of tbofe 

.D4 ^*t 
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that fled from this place, which was the poft 
of his rcfervc : he took the route to Far(hiut« 
This movement divided the whole of the 
enemy's .army. Defaix took advantage of it 
to occupy the ground which they were quit^- 
ting, land ordered the cavalry to charge thoie 
that ftill rep:iained on our right. In an in- 
ftant we faw thccn in the defcrt, gaining the 
firft afcQnt of the mountain with incredible 
ipeed; we thought that, when ip this fa* 
Tourable ground they would halt, to mak$ 
head againfl our cavalry, but terror and dif^ 
order were among their ranks,; and they only 
thought of coUeding together to prote<5t 
their flight ; fonqe of their ftragglers were 
killed and fome camels t^ken, a fmall body 
fled fep^rately on our left, the firing cealed 
at noon, and at one o'clock none of our ene- 
roies were in fight. We direded our marc^i 
to Farlhiut^ which Murad-Bcy had already 
abandoned* 
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This tinfortttnate town had be^i pillaged 
fcMne hours before by the ManieluHes. The 
iheik was a defcendaxit of the (heiks Amman, 
who were powerful Ibvcreigns, much re* 
ipeded in Said, and in the beginning of this 
century had reigned with equity, and had 
been able to proted their fubje<3s from the 
vexations of the Mamelukes. The prefent 
fk^k, who had beea conquered by Murad, 
and was reduced to a ftate of weaknefs and 
poverty, had feen with pleafure his avengers 
in us, and had prepared bifcuit for our arrival; 
but Murad, defeated and obliged to fly, had 
fent for thi§ old prince before he left Farfhiut, 
had loaded him with reproaches, and in his 
rage had cut his head off with his own hand* 
When oyr troop? arrive they compleat the 
pillage of the fxiagazines, the generale is beat 
to prevent this diforder, but the whole army 
was equally in f^t, ind muft have been 

puniflicd ; 
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p^ilhed; a forced inarch is immediately 
<>fdcredj and to cfcape the reproaches and 
.clamour of the inhabitants, we fet out on 
our m&rch at midnight. 

The darknefs was fright6il| and the cold 
Severe enough to oblige us to light a fire every 
time that the artillery halted. As Defaix, 
his aides-de-camp, and myfclf, were ftand* 
ing under the flicker of a wall by one of our 
fires, we received a volley from ibme Ibfi- 

Jcen at the top of the wall : they were fome 

» ' .1 

of the volunteers from Mecca who ftiH 
hovered about us, for it was our deftiny to 
meet with them every where ; they were 
Itwenty in number, arjcj we killed eight of 
them ; the others escaped, owing to the 
darknefs df the night. Thefe volunteers, 
mho called themfelves noble, wore the green 
turban, as cjefcetidajits of the race oftAli : and 
the vagabond chevaliers, who lived by plun- 
dering- 
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<leriQg tl^ caravans on the (hpre of Gidda, 
were now Qrged by their noble* zeal^ and 
tempted by the dead time of year for their 
ufual occupation^ to come and attack a Eu- 
ropean people, whom they thought were co* 
vered with gold, that would repay tjy an 
ample booty all their toils and hazards. 

Armed with three javelins, a pike, a dag* 
ger, a brace of piftols, and a carabine, they 
attack with boldnefs, refiii: with obftinacy; 
and though mortally wounded, ieem afto- 
nifliingly tenacious of life ; for in this laft. 
rencounter I faw one of them fliU flrike at 
and wound two of our men, whilft they 
were holding him. nailed againft a wall 
with th^ir bayonets* 

We arrived at Haw an hour before fun-? 
rife. The Mamelukes had jufl: left it ; one 
party of the beys had entered the defeVt 

ivith their camels, to arrive at Efiieh by this 

route 
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route in a day and a half, the reft had foU 
)o\yed the coucie of the Nile, which requires 
ft journey of fix days. 

Haw, or the ancient Diofpolis Parva is in 
a fine rnllitary fituation ; it pofiiefifes no fc^ 
mains of antiquity. 

Here we halted during the day, and fet 
out an hour before night, which as we knew 
by the experience of yefterday would be 
dark, and attended with danger for the march 
of oDir artillery. But the conqueft of Egypt, 
which had bpgun fo aulpicioufly by the bat- 
tle of the pyramids, would havefinifhed with 
equal brilli^ce by the battle of Thebes, if we 
could hay<c: brought pur Fabius^ Murad-Bey, 
to compleat adion. How many forced 
marches has the remembrance of this battle 
cpfl: us! but Defaix Was not the fpoijed child 
of fortune, and his ftar was cloudy : expe- 
rience could not cdnyinqe him of pur ina? 

bility 
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bility to purfue the enemy with an equal 
i^d ; he would hear nothing which rould 
throw a damp on his hopes. The artillery 
was too cumberfome, the infantry too flow, 
the ftrong cavalry too heavy, nothing but the 
light cavalry could keep pace with his eager 
wiihes, and I am fure that he lamented not 
being a fimple captain, that he might foUovv 
his impetuous ardour, and charge Murad at 
the head of his company. .At laft we iet 
outy and after being enlightened by the illu-^ 
five fplendour of an aurora borealis, . and 
waiting for the moon's riling till half after 
ten, we arrived at eleven at a large village, 
the name of which I could never learn, and 
where, unfortunately for their ' reputation, 
and to the great misfortune of the inhabi- 
tants, our ibldiirs mijfbehaved We left 

this place at the firft dawn of day, on the 
1 5th of January. The tongue of cukitated 
land now became more narrow on the left 

bank 
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bank ott which we were maircihmg, but 
dncrcafcd o^ the tight bank irt nearly thi 
iame proportion. 

At laft we entered the defert, tod we 
there faw^a wild beaft, which by itsfize and 
remarkable form wc took to be a hyena. 
Wc pufhed on to overtake it, but it ratf 
from ti« as faft as wc could gatUop, and we 
were obliged to give up the purfuit# 

We were how approaching Tcntyra itt 
our march, and here I ventured to fpcak td 
Deiaix of halting, but he anfwered me with 
fbme ill-h]Limour : this diifpfeafure, however^ 
lafted but a moment, for focfn after, refum* 
ing his natural fenfibility,hc came to me, and 
partaking of my love for the fine arts, he 
fiieWed himielf even a w^armcr friend to 

them than myfelf. Endowed with a truly 

» 

«r<t ddicsiey of rifiind, he had unh^d a love 
4i alt 1^ amiable paffions wfth an ardent*^ 

thirft- 
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thirft for gtery ; and to a gr^at extent of 
knowledge, which he already poiTeiredy he 
added a conflant defire of encreafing the 
ftores of his mind with all the m^ans of in« 

; 

formation which fell in his way, fo that hi6 
adivc curiofity rendered his focicty always 
agreeable, and his converfation intereiling. 

Wc arrived at Tentyra. The firft objeS 
which I faw Was a fmall temple on the left 
hand of the road, in fo bad a ftyle and piro^ 
portton!^ of architedare, that at a diflance 
I took it to be the ruins of a moique. la 
turning back to the right, I found buried in 
a gfoomy heap of ruin» a gate, built of 
enormous^ mafles Covered with hieroglyphic^; 
and through this gate I had a view of the 
tettiple. t wi(h I dould htfre tratisfuie into 
the fotil of my readers the fenfation which I 
e^ridnced. I was too rtiuch loft ix^afto-^ 
fiiihment fo be calpafcU of cool judgmeat r 

4 aU 
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all that I hdfi feen hitherto ; icrvcd Here but 
to fix my admirition, .This .mpnomerrf 
feenied to roc to have the primitiycxrh^irac* 

tier of a temple in the highcft.pctfediotf; 
Covered with ruihj as it was* the ipnfatioii 

of filent rcfpeft which it excited ih my mind 
appeared to me a proof of its imprcflxve 

« 

afpedlj and without being. partial. ia favour 
of the antique, I rbay add, that thfe whol^ 
army experienced fimilar feelings^ 

Befpre entering into particulars, let us re- 
fer to the difterent views for a general ideaf 
of the. extent aad plan of this edifice* 'it§ 
prefent ftate,and the pi<Slujefque cffedlwhicljb ' 
it exhibits. (See Plates XVIII. XIX. and 
XX.) Theft views will give an idea of the. 
iituation of the anticnt city of Tentyray 
•Vv'hich .wai built on the borders of 'the d^rt,^ 
on the low(ift level of thc.Lybiarr chaid, th^. 
foot of which is walhcd by the v\(atQr§ of th^ 

inundatioA» 
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inundation of the Nile at the dlftance of a 
league from its bed* 

Nothing is more iimple and better put tO'^ 
gether than the few lines which conipoie 
this architedure. The £gyptians> borrowing 
nothing from the ftyle of other nations, have 
here added no foreign ornament, no fuper<* 
fluity of materials: order and fimpiicity are 
the principles which they have foUowedi 
and they have carried them to fublimity. 
At this point they have flopped, and have 
attached fo much importance to preferving 
the unity of defign, that though they have 
loaded the walls of thefe edifices with bas- 
reliefs, infcriptions, and hiftorical and fcien* 
tific reprefentations, none of thefe rich ad- 
ditions interfei^s a fmgle line of the general 
plan, all of which are religioufly prefcrved 
unbroken: the fumptuous, and rich deco- 
ration^ which appear, to the eye when clofe 

Vol- IL E to 
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to the famldihg^ all vanUK at a fliort diHatnoi; 
and leave full to riew the grand elements 
e£ architcAiif at oooipofitiont which an dic- 
tated by fdwad rea&i>« It never rains in 
Ithis cHoHite; ail that is wanted therefore is 
$ covermg of pkt^bands to give ihad^, but 
beyond this, neither roof nor pediment arc 
added ; i^ plain-flope is the« princ^tis of 
folidity ; they have theref6rc adopted l3ii» 
fqrm for evcrj'' main ftipporter> dbubtlcfi 
with the i^a that fb^lity is the firft im« 
preffion that ai^chite^ure diould give^ and 
is an dUential oHirftitoent of this art. With 
thefe people, the idea of the immortality of 
the Deity is presented by the eternity of his 
temple ; thef^ ornaments, which are always 
rational, always coni^ent, always fignificant, 
demonft^ate a ileadinels of principle^ a taft« 
founded upob truth, and a deep train of I'ea- 
ibning; and if we even h^d not a fuM'cen* 

vi^tios^ 
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virion of the eminent height to which they 

» 

had attained ia. the abftra6l fciences^ their 
archite^ure alone^ in the ftate in which we 
now find itt would give the obferver of the 
prefent day a, high opinion of the antiquity 
of this jQtAtion> o£ its cultivation! and th^ 
imftcSkv^ gravity of its charaftcr. 

I have already faid, that I defpair of be- 
ing able to e2^re& ill that I felt on {landing 
under the portico of Tentyra. I felt that I 
was in the iamftiiary of the arts and fclences. 
lio(Yf xrmxy perii^d$' prefented th^mfelvcj to 
my rmagihatton at the fight of fuch an edir 
fice ! how many agies of creative ingenuity 
were requifite to bring a nation to fuqh « 
degree of perfei^ion and fijblimity in the 
^rtis 1 and? how rr^any more of oblivion to 
cawft thpft ifeighty produAiotis to be forgot- 
tfJO^ 9fld to :birii% back tho/l^uiman race t9 
6t*ilitet(5 <?f JSfetii^'in whkb J now found 

E 2 them 
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therri on this very fpot I Ncvcf was there d 
place which concentered ih a narrower com* 
pais the well-marked memorial of a progref- 
five lapfe of liges. What unceating power; 
what riches, what abundance, what inper^ 
fluity of means muft a government pbfTeis 
which could ered iuch an edifice^ and find 
within itfelf artifts capable of ' conceiving 
and executing the deiign^ of decorating and 
enriching it with every thihg that fpeaks 
to the eye and the underftanding ! Never 
did the labour of maii fhew me the human 
race in fnch a fplendid point of vie w : m 
the ruins of Tentyra the Egpytians appeared 
to me giants. 

I Wifhed to take every thing on paper, but 
1 cooild hardly venture to begin the work ; 
I felt that, not being able to raife my powers 
to the height which was before my admir* 
ingeyes, I Ihould only (hew the imperfedioxi 

of 
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of the imitative art; for in no place had I 
ever been furroundcd ^ith fp many obje6b 
to elevate my imagination. Thefe monu* 
uients^ which imprinted on the mind th^ 
rcfpe<5l due to the fanAuary of the Divv^nity^ 
were the open volumes, in .whiqh fcience was 
nnfolded, morality ducted, and .the uiefal 
arts pronciulgated ; every thing ipoke, every 

oh}e<St ^ w^s animated with the fame mind^ 

> 

ybe opening of the doors, the angles, the 
moft private receis, ftill prefcnted a lefTon, 
a precept of admirable harmony, . and th(e 
lighteft ornament on the graveft Mature of 
tbearchitei^ure revealed^undei'livi^ images^ 
the abftradl truths of aftronomy. Painting 
added a further charm to fculpture and ar- 
chitedure, and produced at the favTTie time an 
agreeable richnofs, which did not injure 
either the genera:! fimplicity or .the gravity 
4pf the whole. Tq all appearance, planting, 

E 3 in 



in Eg^t^ \«tt thfcn only an auxiliary 6mfc- 
ment, and hot a particular art : thfe fculp* 
ture wag emblematical, and, if I may fo call 
jt» architedural. * Architcfture, therefore, 
v^as the great art, or that which was dictated 
by utility, and we may from this circum- 
ftance atone infer the priority, pr at leaft the 
fupcrior excellence of the Egyptian over the 
Indian art, fiftce the former, boirrowing 
nothing from the latter, has become the 
bafis of all that is the fubjcA of admiration 
in modern art, and of what we have con- 
fidered as cxclufively belonging to archi- 
tenure, the three Greek orders, the doric, 
ionic, and corinthian. We Ihauld, there- 
fore, be cautious of entertaining the falfe 
idea, which is fo prevalent, that the Egyp- 
tian architedlurc is the infancy of this art, 
fince it is in faft the compleat type. 

I was particularly Aruck with the beauty 

of 
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^f the gate which dofed the faxBCtliary o£ 
the templb ; all the ornaments which ar-* 
chitecture has iince added to tkb %ecies of 
decoration, have only dimioifhed the geoe^ 
ralftyle. (Sec Plate XIX.) 

I could not expedl to find any thing in 
Egypt more compleat, more perfect^ than 
Tentyra ; I was confuicd by the multipli* 
city of ol^ccts, aftoniihed by their novelty* 
And tormented by the fear of never again 
Tifitirig them. On cafting my eyes on the 
ceilings I had perceived zodiacs, planetary 
iyftems, and celeilial planiipheres, repre- 
sented in a tafteful arrangement ; th^ walls 
I had obfervcd to be Covered with groups of 
pi6iufes exhibiting the religious rites of thi^ 
people, their labours in , agriculture and the 
arts, and their moral precepts ; I few that 
the Supreme Beingj the firft caufe, was 
cvcty where depicted by the embkms of his 
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jittributcs; ereiy thing was xqxiallj tmpof-' 
tint for my pendl, and I had. but a few 
1i0ors to examine, to reflect on; and to 

* 

e^y what it had been the labour of. ages 
to conceive, to put together, and to de-> 
eorate. Our national impatience was diA 
Inayed with the conftancy of application ex- 
hibited by the people who had executed 
thefe monuments ; throughout was (hewn 
equal care, and equal affiduity, which would 
make one believe that thefe edifices were 
nM the works of their kings, but that they 
were contracted at the cxpcnce of the na- 
tiohvunder the direction of colleges of pricfts, 
and by artills whofe labours were circum- 
fcribed by invariable rules^ A Series of years 
might, indeed, have brought the arts to a 
higher degree of pcrfeAion in fortie particu- 
lars^ but eiich templ6 is fo equally finifhed 
in all its parts, that they appear all to have 

been 



y 



boca executed by the fame ludid ; ^o osftr 

portion U better or worfe thaa any other; 

there appears neither aegligence nor the bold 

Arokes of a more exalted genius» unif(M:intt)r 

;and harmony prevail throughout. The art 

of fculpture^ Kere made fubiervient and at** 

tached to that of architei^ure^ appears to 

h^ve been circumicribcd in principle^ in 

mcthodj and in ftyle of execution ; a fin^^e 

figure exprefles nothing, when taken out of 

its cxad ilation in the group in which it is . 

a part ; the iculptor. had bis defiga chalked 

out for him^ and could not introduce, aoy 

deviation which might alter the true. qjefin^ 

ing that it was intended, to convey : itfwas^ 

with theie figures as with the cards, that we 

uie for oi^r gamesj the imperfection of de« 

|]gn is overlooked, that no obftack n[iay 

jitriie in infiantly difiinguifliing the value of 

pffbt Thp perfection given by ^t Egyp- 
tians 
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tians to the* Tcprefentations of their aiuma!t> 
pTQtts that . they were Hot virithout an idea 
of that bold ilyle which exprefles much cha* 
ncter in a few lines, and their executioti 
tended to the grave, und to ideai perfection^ 
as wc-haVe already remarked in the inilance 
of the iphinx. 

As to the character of the human figure, 
as they borrowed nothing from other na-- 
tiolis, they could only copy from their own, 
which is rather delicate than £ne. The 
iemale forms, howeTer> reiembie the figure 
of beautiful wdm^i of the prefent day, round 
and voluptuous, a fmall noie, the eyes long, 
iialf (hut, and tutned aap at th« outer, any^le, 
itke thojfe of all perfons wfaofe fight is habi* 
dually fetigued by the burning heat of the 
futt, or the dazzling white of fnow ; the 
.cheeks round and rather thick, the li^ 
« poutbg, the n()outh large, but cheerful and 

fmiling ; 



fmiling ; in Ihort, the Africati character, 
'«f which the n^gro b the exaggerated pc^ 
ture, though perhaps the original type. 

The hieroglyphics, i?i^hich are executed 
in three different manners, are alfo of three 
ipecies, and may take their date from as 
. many diftinct periods. From the examina^ 
tionr of the different edifices which have 
fallen under my eye, I imagine that the 
moft ancient of the/e characters are only 
timple ^outlines cut in without relief, and 
very deep ; the next in age, and which pro 
duce the lekft effect, are (imply in a very 
(hsllow relief; and the third, which feem 
to belong to a inore improved age, and are 
executed at Tentyra more perfectly than in 
any other part of Egypt, are in relief below 
the level of the outline. By the fide of the 
figures which eompofe thefe tabular pieces 
of fculpture, there .are linall hiefoglyphicSi 

1 which 
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which appear to be only the explanation of 
the fubjects at large, and in which the forms 
are much fimplified, ib as to give a more 
rapid mode of infcription, or a kind ofjhort^ 
hand, if we n[iay apply the term to fculpture^ 
A fourth kind of hieroglyphics appears to 
be devoted fimply to ornament : we have, 
improperly termed it, I know not why, thf: 
arahefque. It was adopted by the Greeks^ 
and in the age of Auguftus was introduced 
among the Romans ; and in the fifteenth 
century, during the reftoration of the arts, 
it was tranfmitted by them to us as a fan- 
taftic decoration, the peculiar tafte of whicl| 
formed all its merit. Among the Egyptians^ 
who employed theie ornaments with equal 
tailc, every object had a meaning or a morale 
and at the fame time formed the decoration * 
of the friezes, the cornices, and the fur-bafe* 
mcnts of their architecture ; as an example 
of which, f?c Fig. 1 . Plate 3^L. 
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I have diicovcrcd at Tcntyra the rept?* 
ientations of the periftyles of temples in 
caryatides^ which are executed in painting 
at the baths of Titus, and have been copied 
by. Raphael, and which we conftantly ape 
in our rooms, without fiiipecting that the 
Egyptians have given us the firft models of 
them. ' - ' . •' ^ • 

With my pencil in my hand, I pa^Ted from 
objed to objcA, diftradcd from one by the 
inviting appearance of the next ; (bnftantly 
attraded to :newv iubje&s^ and. again to^tt 
from them, I wanted eyes, handa^ and Jttc- 
telligence .vaft enough toittf copyi 'and re* 
duce to ibme order, the multitude of ftrik-* 
ing images which pr^iented tHemfelves be-n 
fore me. i I was aihamed dt reprefenting fuch 
fublime .objefis by fuch-imperfcft dfcfigns, 
bat I wiihcd to' prefcrve ifomc .memorial of 
the fenfations which I here experienced, and 

I feared 
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I. feared. tiiat Tfentyra would efcape from me 
for ever; fo that my regret equalled my 
prefcQt enjoyment. I had juft difeovered, 
in a fmall apartment, a celeftial planifphere, 
vrheti the laft ray» of day -light m'ide mc per-* 
cclve that I wifcs alone here^r . along with my 
kind and obliging friend General Beliard, 
who, after having fatisfied his own curiofityj 
would not l^aVo me unpi:ot(i9;ed in fo de^t- 

\ We gafioped;on> and refined our divifions 
«^ilch was already at Dindera> thisee quarters 
o^ a leagvse off Tcntyra^ where we flept. 
Every foldier^ every officer, without giving 
or receiving orders^ had turned aiide from 
the route, and ha&ened to Tcnt}^'^^ ; and the 
army had of their own accord, remained there 
the reft of the day*-*« day of fuch pieaiure^L 
asf to reward me for every danger incurred 
io obtain iiicb a gratification. 

;^ In 



In the evening, Latournerie, an officer of 
brilliant cou^^^, a^d o( a roamed $ind delicate 
taftc, faid to me : " Since I have been in 
'"^ Egypt ifccciyedin alt niy expeiStotibnSy 1 
^ have been eonftantijr ln6avy Wd lQ[ie!an- 
ch<iiy,-bfit Tentyra^has cured me i i^hat I 
kav^^&cn thiid day kasi r<^ki me ior all 
^^ my fetigae^ ; v«(ha4eEVvdr happens to nk in 

m 

^^iiic^€^cx^oft\m ^pcditicm^ I fkalt all 
^ wiy Jife ciDngratirfate irtyfctfest KavJigig **»- 
^'iMirkedm ii, to have obtakvpd tlvenremem- 
^ hrtoce of 4bi^. dayy Vl^ick' lilkliSc& fk&ktrc 
^^aU-thejcftofii^Mli^mcc/^'. ••^\ :[ .\ ■ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Crpc^^ksin the Rhef — jffim^khig EffeS rf 
*he frft ApprwiCh U Ththu — General Site 
of the Monunmts and the Necr^lipr^ 
Colojpd iStatues of Memnon and O^man- 
^aS'-^Nama of emineriP Voters. infcrU>^ 
cdr-^alfiCB at Medinet-'AbU' — l^f^kar Tb** 
imrlfh Tree-^udden^ Contra ffton of. thr 
Mh^Bt4iutiful FarticQ at EJneh or.La^ 

(f ApairtnopdJU- Mignor^Hati^^ March 
through the DeJert-^4^Udge ofBinhan^ and 
qffeSiing Incident* 

XT 7E quitted Dindera on the 26th of 
January > continuing our route fbuth- 
wards, following the direftion of the Nile, 
in a courfe oppoiite to its current. The 

country 
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country now exhibited a new fccncry to our 
tyts : we fa w palm-trees much larger than 
any which we had hitherto met with, gi» 
jaatic t^marifka, villages half a league long^ 
and yet the land, which had received the 
benefit of the inundations rcihaiaed uncul* 
tivatedr Could it be thiEit the inhabitants 
choCc to grow ik> oiore than was fuffidcnt 
for their, own confiiim>ptiQSi, and thu^ deprive 
their tyrants of the profit of their {apctBxatyl 
In the ^ftcmxm, as Defiux and myfelf were 
talking.aboutacOco!^ika,bftog near that part 
of the.Nile whi^rc ^}r.were met with/ anil 
oppofite feveral low &ad iflands, their fa^ 
vourite reibrt, we faw Ibmethirig long aitid 
brown lying among a tiumber of ducks ; it 
was a crocodile ajQeep ; he appeared about 
fifteen or eightega feet lof]^. We fired oh 
him, and he gently entered the water, but 
ibme minutes alter came out again; a &^ 
Vpj.. II. F cond 
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cotid fhot made him again pluoge i n^ Sot 
be Again returned to the iiland ; his belly 
appeared much larger than that c^ animals 
of tlie £u»e fpecies^ vrhlch J bate feen 
ftuffid. 

We learned that one party 6f the Mame-' 
fukeik had pofled ak>hg the right bank of the 
fiver> and that the other ebtetiaued their 
fovtte to Efneb and ISyet^. t)thix ordered 
tbe eat^^alry to ict out at nirdnight to en?' 
deait>to tp cdme viip with thefe htttt^ 
- We fet out on the 27tb, at two in the 
inomitfgt at -eight we ^urid a dead croco'' 
dife on the ihore o€ the ri vet } it was ftil! 
Irefli; the length was eight Teel: the upper 
jaw, which- i» tiiiB only one tha* has ahy mo- 
tion, {ecms to clofe but indifibrently with 
&e tinder, but the thtoat fiipplie^ the deici- 
ency, for k hangs as loofe as a purie^ and its* 
dafticity perforins the office of a tofrgufe, o( 
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which this animal is entirely deftituic ; the 
liofixHs and ears fhut like the ear-holes *of a 
fiih^ and its fmall cloie-fet eyes add much to 
the frigbtfiilneis q£ ks general appcarance4 
At nine "o'clock, in fn^king a fharp tumi 

« 

round the poirtt of a prqjedting chain of 
rtountains, we difcovered all at once the fite 
6f th^ ancient Thebes in its whole icxtent t 
this celebrated city, the fize of which Ho# 
iher has characterized by the finglc expreflion 
of With a hundred gates , ja boafling iaad po-» 
etical phra(ie> that has been repeated with 
ib math fjonfidehce for many Cientttries ; 
this illufttious city^ defcribed in a few pdges 
di^taitsed to Herodotus by Egyptian prieib> 
that have been finoe copied by tvtxy hifto- 
rian, celebrated by the riimjJiier of its kings> 
whofe wlfdom has mifed them to the rank 
of gods^ by laws which have been rev3cre4 
wkKg^t being proimilgatcid^ kj &^mc^ En- 

F 2 volved 
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vblved In pompous and enigmatical inCcfip* 
tiotiS, the firft monuments of aiicient leanr^ 
ing vrhich are ftill' fparcd by the hand of 
time ; this abandoned fanAuaiy, futrounded 
with barbarifm, and again reftored to the 
defert from which it had been drawn forth, 
enveloped in the veil of myftery, and the 
oblcurity. of ages, whereby even its own colof- 
£al monuments arc magnified to the imagi* 
nation^, ftill impreffed the mind with fiich gi- 
gantic phantoms, that the whole army, fud- 
ilenly and with one accord, flood in amaze- 
ment at the iight of its fcattered ruins, and 
clapped their hands with delight, as if the 
end and objeA of their glorious toils, and the 
complete cohqucft of Egypt, were accom- 
pliihed and ftcured by taking poileifion cf 
the fplcndid remains of this ancient metro- 
polis. I took a view of this firft aipcft of 
Thebes, along with the Ipcftacle before me ; 

the 
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tKc knees of the enthufiaftic foldiefs ferved 
me as a table, their bodies as a fhadp> whilf^ 
the dazzling rays of the burning fun en- 
lightened this magnificent fpeftacle, and ex* 
hidbited the eleAric emotion of a whole army 
of fbldiers, whofe delicate fenfibility made 
me feel proud of being their companion, and 
glory in calling myfelf^ Frenchman. 

The fituation of this town is as iine as can 
well be imagined; and the immenfe , extent 
of its ruins convinces the fpeAator that fame 
has not magnified its fiae ; for the diameter 
of Egypt not being fufficient to contain it^ 
its monuments reft upon the two chains of 
mountains which are contiguous, whilft its 
tombs occupy the vallies towards the weft, 
far on into the deiert. 

Four large hamlets divide amongft them 
the remains of the ancient monuments of 
Thebes^ whilft the river, by the fiuuofity of 

F 3 its 
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itscourfe, iei^ms flill proud of flowing athong 

' Soon after noon (ky ^c iurived at a dc« 
ifert, which was the necropolis or city of thq 
^t^d : ' the tock^ excavated on its iik:Iined 
" J>lane, j^reients three fides of a fquape> with 
fiigular ope.ningSi behind which are dc^^ibk? 
and triple galleries, which wcxt u&d^.bu- 
tyiiig places. (Sec Pktc XXI. Fig. 2.y I 
entered ben oh horfeback, with * Deiaix^ 
i^>pofhig tfaiat thefe gloomy retreats coiild 
wily be tfab afjllum of peace and filcncc; 
biit fcanxly ^cre wb immc«ged in the ob^ 

fcurity of thefe galleries, th^n we ^ were: a{-« 

' • ' * 

failed with javelins and ftoricSj by eslcmies 
^whom^wB could not diftinguifh, and '.this 
put an end to our obfervations. Wfir£incC 
iearht that a coiifideralpic' number c^ pccqple 
. inhabited, theiib obfcure retreats, and-that 
probably, from the &v4ge habits cootraiSled i 

there, J 
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tSdCft,: tlft^ w^?e almoit always in le^ipii 

vrkh a«p.th(mty^ qik} h94 becon^^ t^^ terror 

» J- 

of the vioinity. Too much in Kafte to mak9 
a fuller acquaintance vrith the Inh^hitaAts^ 
vre marched hiu:k i^ith precipitatioOt w4 
this time I' cMxly &w Thebes on the gallop. 

It had been niy lot to ftay for ipjoijths at 
Zaoyeb> at Bcnefoef and "Girgeh, and to pafe 
by withcwt .ftopplng lat the magnificent ob- 
jcfts which I had come tp vifit We arrive^ 
fgssf^^y after aia. tferople, which I took to 
be of the higl^ aoiiquityy fr^m its ruinous 
^pearano^^ its thorough antique hue, its 
.con&ructionj which was lefs perfei^ d^an th^ 
■reft, ti» ej;tre»ie Simplicity of its orn»- 
ments> tbie irregulaf ity of its oudine, ajid cC- 
pieciaUy the coarfenefi of its A^ulpjture. J 
took a hafty flcetch'of it, (as reprefcnted in 
Platij: XXII. Fig. 2.) ^d galloping; after the 
troops^ who were conftantly ppgrcl^ng on, I 

F 4 arrived 
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arrived tt a iecond edifice much more con* 
fideraUe, and in a better Hate of preferva^^ 
tion. I found in mj vay a flatuc of black 
granite ; I call it granite, till it Ihall be de-r 
termined what is the nature of that ftone 
which h^ been long denominated bafalt, and 
which is the material of the magnificent 
Bgyptian lions, which are at the foot of the 
flight of fteps leading to the Roman capitoL 
(Sec Plate XXIII.) 

At the entrance of this temple tw6 iquar^ 
mounds £ank an iminenie gate> and againft 
the inner wall are fcngraVed ill two bas-rp- 
liefs, the vi^onous combats of fome heio« 
This piece of iculpture is in the moft irre- 
gular ftyle of compd(kion, without peffpec^ 
tive, plan, or diftribution^ like the firi): coni^ 
ceptions of the unimproved human mind. I 
have feen at Pompeia rude fetches done l^ 
Rom^n Ibldieis pn the ftucco of the walls; 
• they 
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they entiiely rdembled in ^ylt thofe' Which 
I am now £peaklng of, which are like the firft 
attempts of a child, before he has feen anj 

. thing whereby to arrange his ideas. Here 
the hero is gigantic, and the enemies whom 
Jic is overthrowing are twenty-five times 
/oialler than himfclf ; if this however coul4 
Jbc meant for a piece of flattery in the artsi 
it was certainly iUcontiwed^.iince the hero 

. could gain no honour by fijghting pygmies. 
At ibmc paces from this .gabe are the re- 
mains of an ei^r 190 w cplpCas ; it; has been 
wantonly fl^ttcjfedi for the pai'ts wliich arc 
left have fo wellrpwfprycci their poliibi and 
the fra6lurfe$ thQir ^dgc9» that it is evidentt 
if the ipirit of devaftatton m mankiiM had 
truftjcd to ttfoe 4one tp ruin this, na<^ument;» 
we Ihould ftill &e it entire iand vdiQivired. 
Siffice itto fay,togivCiaBi ideaofitsdimen-* 

^ns, that the )>readtb p£ th« iHpul^els » 

twenty- 



« 

twenty*five fcet» ^hich 'wottl4 giTe about 
feventy-five for the entire height : th^ %ur« 
is exadt in its pix>porti6ns, the ftyle middlings 
\>xit the execution perfed ; when overfet, it 
fell upon its face, which hides this intereib 
ing part ; the drapery being broken, we can 

• • • . 

«io longer judge by its attributes whether it 
is^ the' figure of a king or a divinity. Is it 
theilatue of'Mcmnbn, or that of Ofyman* 
dyas? — the delcr^ptionshitherto giviea 6fthU 
fnonument throw more conlufion than light 
upon this queiiion. If it • is^ the ftatue of 
Memtionf, which appears to me the nK)i^ 
^fobable, every ta-avdler for two thoufand 
yearfr iftuft have miilaken the obj^t of thek 
curiofity, as will be leen by the infcripticJn 
of the names on a&other cok)^l "^ztac, of 
•which I fliall direftly (pealc. 

■ 

One foot of this-Aatue remains, which is 
'^rdken^o^'atid in good prefemtion ; it may 

3 be 






^ eafily carried away^r and may give tlto& ii| 
Europe a fcalip of compdriibn of the monu«^ 
pents of tbisi(p6cies» and will ferve as a com^^^ 
patiibn to the colpifal feet which are in th^ 
court of the capitol at Rotupe. The Ipot 
i^yhcre this, figure ftood might be cither a 
temple or a palace^ or both at the lame time; 
for if the bas-relief wouid belong more pro- 
perly to ^ royal refi<Jem:e, the* figures of eight 
priefts, which are ijn the front b/ two porti- 
poe$ in the iancr part, would peculiarly in- 
<licate . a temple, eiK:ept indeed they were 
introduced to remind the fovereign that^ 
coif^^aSly i^ fhe^ h'Wj the prie&s -diiight 
always to iktvc and ail[i& in^ the cxcrcife ^ 

r * 

saaonarchical power. . . 

This^ruin, which, is fifajated on tfep flope of 

the mountain^ and has ae\ser beca inhatiited 

i[ti later times, i§ fo well prefervc^d in the ^9^ 

tbat are ii:ill ilandingi that ^t appears mpre 

like 
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like a new and unfiniflied building: fevcral 
columns arc fccn here to their very baies^ 
their proportions are grand* but the ftylc, 
jthough purer than that 6f the firfl men- 
tioned temple, is however not comparable to 
that of Tentyra, either for the mayefty of the 
general dcfigpf npr for the delicacy in the 
execution of particular parts. It woidd have 
taken ibme time and ezaipi|iatio}i to hav4$ 
made ou( the plan of thui temple, but the ca- 
valry WerjC gaUoping ouj and I was obliged 
t,o follQw them clofely, not to be ftopped. for 
fJVcr in my rc&arches. . 

Pur attoniion vyasi arreAed in the plfun by 
two large ftatues in a fitting pofture, betweed 
which, according to Herodotu^, Strabo, and 
thofe who have cc^pied the relation of thefe 
writers, was the famous ftatue of Oiyman-? 
dyas, the largeft of all thcfc coloflal figures^ 
Ofymandyas had prid5d himfelf fp mifch on 

the 
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the execution of this bold defigiij that he 
had caufed an infcription to be engtaven on 
the pedeftal of the ftatue^ m which he defied 
the power of man to deftroy this monument^ 
as vrell as that of his tomb^ the pompous de- 
fcription of which now appears only a fon- 
taftic dream. The two ftatues ftill left 
{landing, are doubtleft thole of the mother 
and the fon of this prince, mentioned by He- 
todotus : that of the king himfclf has diA 
appeared, the hand of time and the teeth of 
envy appear to have united zealoufly in its 
deftrudion, and nothing of it remains^ but a 
ihapelefg rock of granite ; fo that it requires 
the perfevering look of the amateur, accuA 
tomed to this kind of examination, to diftin* 
guifh any portions df the figure which have 
eicaped deftru^lion ; and even thofe are fb 
infignificant,- that they can throw no light 
on its dimenfions. The two ftatues Hill ex* 

ifting 
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ifting are in the proportion of from fifty to 
ibty^five feet in height ; they are £batod witK 
tbetr two hands ori theit knees ; all that xc^ 
inainfi of them (kcvrs a lieverity of ilyle^ and 
a ftraightne(s of poiitioil* The bas-reliefs 
and the fmali fi^ur^s ^^luftered round the feat 
of the fouthernmoft of thefe ftdtuee, are not 
without elejg^nce and delicacy in the execu* 
tion* On the leg of the ftatue the mbft t0 
the north, the names of the illuftriom and 
ancient' travellers ivho c?(ine to hear the^ 
louhd df the ilatue of Memnbn.are i^vritteit 
In Greek* We may here fee the great in^ 
Siv^tkCC' which celebrity excrcifes 6ver the 
minds of men> fince, whfen the ancieht E^|i- 
tian government and the jealotiiy of the 
jpri:eft$ no ionget forbade ftrangera-to touch 
ihefc monurnents, the Ipve of the marvellous 
retained its empire (wer the minds of thofc 
that cam^ hither » jvifitors* TJbrn/ in the • 

age 
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agci of Adrian^ wfaaph was enlightexted bf 

phii(tfc:^h}(r, Sftbma^ the wife of this emperor/ 

Ind her&lf a literary woman, conde£;nstided^ 

along with the learned. m^n who a^compa*' 

hied her, to acknowledge that flit had heard 

ibunds which fio phyiical caufe co^d ha^ 

(>roduced. But the vanity of infcribing ohe*# 

flame on fuch antiquities might very eafily 

have produced the fitft on the Yi% and the 

tiaturat defire of becoming an aflbciate in 

iStii^ kind of glory might have added the reft> 

and this is doubtlcfs the reafon of the mim4 

htrlcie itifcriptions of names. which we find 

here, v^ith fb fnany dates^ and in fb iinany 

languages. (See ?kte XXIIL) 

I had hardly beguh to draw thefe coloffal 
figures, 'when I found that I was left alone 
Ir^ith thefe ftupendbus origiha^s, and the ideas 
Which thefe Solitary objcds infpired. Bdng 
Inarmed at nay THiptote€kcd «fituation> I hai*- 

tened 
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tened to rejoin my comrades^ whoie eager 
curioiity had already led them to a large 
temple near the village of Mediaet- Abu. I 
obierved as I pafled by^ that the ground about 
the tomb of Oiymanflyas was cultivated^ and 
that coniequently the iiiundatibn reached as 
far ; fo that although the bed of the Nile was 
railed, there mud formerly haVe been fbme 
dyke to prevent the water from flooding 
part of the ancient town, which, when we 
crofled it, was a vaft field of green wheats 
promifing an abundant harveft* 

At the right, adjoining the village of Me« 
dinet-Abu, at the bottom of the mountain, is 
a vaft palace, built and enlarged at different 
periods. All that^ could make of it in this 
xny fjrft examination on horfeback, was, that 
the lower part of this palace which abuts 
agsunii: the mountain, is the moft ancient in 
its conftmction, and is covered with hiero- 
2 glyphicsb 
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glypKics, cut very deep and without any re* 
lief; and that> in the fburth century^ the ca«* 
tholic religion converted it to iacred pur* 
pofcs^ and made a church of it^ adding two 
rows of pillars in the ftylc of the age, to 
fupport a covered roof. At the ibuth of this 
monument there! are Egyptian apartments, 
with ladders and fquare windows^ the only 
building I had yfet Jcen her6 which was not 
a temple; and beyond this arc. edifices re* 
fatillt yrith old materials, but left unfinifhed. 
The firft eagernels of curiofity being (atisfied^ 
Defaix led us off at full gallop, as if there 
had been Mamelukes on the plain, and we 
went two long leagues farther that night, 
till we got to Hermontes,^ where \^c flept, 
and for my Ihare 1 w&s lodged in a temple. 

After difmounting, I profited by the fmall 
remains of day-light to take a figure of Ty- 
phon or Anubis. This was To oftpn repeated 

Voj-. IK G in 
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in the temple where I took up mj abode^ 
that I concluded that the whole was dedi- 
cated to him. He is reprefented ilanding up^ 
with a belly like a pig» and breafb iimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptian women of the pre- 
fent day. Two hundred yards to the eaft of 
this temple is a large refcrvoir lined with fine 
{lone, with four ladders for defcending into it. 
Four hundred yards further, in the fame 
dire Aion, are the ruins of a church, built in 
the fourth or fifth century, out of the ruins 
of the finefl Egyptian antiquities : the nave 
was decorated with fplendid columns of gra- 
nite, but the whole is overthrown, an<l no* 
thing is left Ilanding but a few fragments 
of the choir, and the arches of the outer en- 
clofure: this deftrudlion is by the hand o£ 
man, for the church was too well built not to 

have reiifted the wear of time to the preient 
day. 

At 
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At night I returned to iny quartfrs^ with 
my head confiaied by the profuiion of objefts 
which had palled before my eyes in fo fliort 
a Ipace of time. I felt as if I had been in a 
dream during the whole of this rich day ; 
and, indeed, I could have found delicious 
and abundant food for curiofity for a whole 
month, in feeing what I had been obliged to 
pafs over in twelve hours, without too hav- 
ing it in my power to devote any part of tho 
fuCcecding day to refle<ftion. 

In the morning of the 28th, I law a tama« 
rilk of an enormous lize planted on the bank 
of the Nile : it had been lopfened at the 
roots by progreflive inundations, and at laft 
overthrown ; the greater number of its roots 
had ranged themfelves upright, and produced 

* 

leaves ; the old branches on which the tree 
had fallen were fixed in the earth, and lerved 
as a fobtftooly fo that the enormous trunk, 

G 2 • which 



iOfS TRAVBLS IN EGYlft. 
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i^hich remained fufpended horizontally^ \>j 

i 

a confufion in the iyftem of circulation, ve- 
getated in every direction, and gave it fuch 
a groteique appearance, that the Turks had 
not failed to make a miracle of this vegetable 
Aionfter, which I ihould have drawn if I had 
not at that time been much behind my di- 
viiion, and it would have required a good 
deal of accuracy to have given a faithful idea 
ef this phQtiQmenon. 

At our halt w-e found another contraftion 
of the Nile. The Lybian chain, turning 
foddenly towards the caft, forces the Nile 
^gainft the Arabian chain, ifbe river, con- 
traftcd^ between thefe two obftacks, ha^ 
overcottie the one which offered the leaft 
refiftance, and the current has in its various 
fwells undermined and worn through a bed 
of gravel, which oppofed its courfe, below the 
level of the bafe of the- Lybian bank ; thcf 

upper 
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/ 

iipper part, thus deprived of {iipport, has 
torn itfelf off by its weight from the adjoin* 
ing portion of the hill, and the rent has 

■ 

formed t\yo projeding points of rock. This 
rock, which i^ called Gibelin, or the Two 
Mountains, ferves as a boundary to one of 
the fubdivifions of Upper £gypt ; and under 
the l&te government became a barrjet for 
the rebel beys, who were baniftied into Up- • 
ppr SaYd, a barrier which the exiles could 
not pafs without becpming out of the pro^ 
teftibn of the law. Some years back, Of- 
man-Bey, after being lent to Qoffeir, accom- 
panied with men who were fecretly charged 
to murder him, inftead oi embarking hind 
for Mecca, to which place he -was fentenced 
to be exiled, prevented the plans of his af- 
faflins, poffeffed himfelf of the veflel, which 
was richly laden, efcapcd into Upper Egypt, 
^d afrejp:ibled a party of Mamelukes in his 

G 3 favour, 
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favour^ who obliged Murad to come to 
terms> arid to cede to him the fovcrcignty 
of all the country between Gibclin and 
Syene. 

After this contraftion of the chdnnel of 
the Nile, the valley expands, without, 
however, our obferving any improvement 
in the agriculture. We faw large plains, 
worn by the current of the waters, which 
were in vain waiting for the feed which they 
would have returned to the cultivator with 
a vaft encreafe. 

On the 29th, we arrived early in the 
morning at Eftieh, the laft town of any im- 
portance in Egypt. Murad had been obliged 
to evacuate it a few hours before the arrival 
of our cavalry, and to burn here a number of 
his tents and all his heavy baggage, which 
would encumber and ilacken his march. 
We therefore had f eaibn to fuppofc that he 

was 
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■was determined to quit Egypt, and to bury 
himielf in Nubia, in the hope of wearying 
us out, and dividing our forces ; for as the 
country affords no refotirces for the fiipply 
of a large body of men marching together, 
he might hope to be able here to rally his 
forces^ and to advance through the defert 
to attack our detachments. 

^ Elneh is^thc ancient Latopolis. Some re* '^ ' 
mains are fliJl vifible of its port or quay on 
the bank of the Njle, which has been often 
repaired, but, notwithftanding all that has 
been done for it, ftiir remains in a very mi- 
ferable condition. This town alfo contains 
the portico of a temple, which appears to me 

to be the moft perfect rponument of ancient 

\ - 

architecture. IQ is iltuated near the bazat 
in the great fquare, and would make an in- 
comparable ornament to this fpot, if the 
Inhabitants h^d any idea of its merit ; but . 

Q 4 inftcad 
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tnftdad of this they have deformed it by the 
moil mifcrable ruined hovels, and have de* 
v6ted it to the vilcft purpofes* The portico 
is ver)^ Well preserved, and poffefles a <frcat 
richnefs of fculpture : it is compofed of cigh- 
teen columns with broad capitals ; thcfc co- 
lumns arc noble and elegant, . though they 
now appear in the mofl difadvantageous 
* light ; the rubbilh ftiould be cleared to find 
if any part of the cella remains ; 4-Wk the, 
bcft plan ind elevation that I could of this 
monunient, (See Plates XXVI, I?ig. 2, and 
XXVIL) ' • 

The hieroglyphics in rcli.ef, with which it 
is covered within and without, are ei^ecuted 
with great care ; they contain, among other 
fubjedls, a ^zodiac, and large figures of men 
with crocodiles' heads : the capitals, though 
sdl difFerent, have a very fine efFeCl ; and as 
an additional pro<)f that the Egyptians bor- 

rowed 



\ 
t 



,w-™.- 



i 



m^mw^^ 



/ 



TBAVBL8 IK SGTPT. 105 

^ ■ I. 

ifowed nQthing from other jicople, we maj 
remark, that they have taken all the orna- 
ments, of which thcfe capitals arc compofed, 
from the produ Aions of their own country, / (i // 
fuch as the lotus, the palm-tree, the \inc, >^^ 
the rufli, &c. &c,/ 1 did not quit this tem* 
pie till it was al>folutely nccefTary to purfuc • 
our route : we left half our infantry and our 
artillery at Efneh, in order to march with 
le(s incumbrance through a country, the, 
refources of which were* diminiihing every 
league, and foon dwindled to little or no- 
thing. We llcpt three leagues and a half' 
fliort of Efneh. 

On the 30th, after marching. three hours, 
we found, three-quarters of a league off the 
river, on the edge of the defert, a fmall 
pyramid, fifty or fixty feet in the bafc, built 

« 

with unhewn Hones, but too fmall to have 
been able to preferye their place, and thus 

the 
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the facing has been ihattered from top to 
bottom. 

. At half after two, a little before our arrival 

« 

at Etfuy we found the ruins of Hieraconpolis, 
which coniiA of the remains of a gate be- 
longing tot an edifice of confiderable magni- 
tude ; to judge by the fize of the ftoncs, the 
extent of ground occupied by the fragments, 
and the diameter of the defaced capitals, 
which are feen:fcattered on every fide. The 
ftoneof which thif temple is built, is of fo 
friable a quality, that the form of the edifice 
is entirely loft, and none of the plan can be 
made out. Some yards further the ruins of 
another building can with difficulty be dif- 
tiiiguiihed, owing to the great decay ; the 

4 

other remains of the town are only a few 
heaps of highly burnt bricks and fome blocks 
of granite. 
We faw on the other fide of the river, two 

hundred 
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hundred Mamelukes come down along with 
their attendants . and equipage ; wc learnt 
fince, that it w;as Eklfey-Bey, who being 
wounded at Samatihut, had not chofen to 
pafs the cataracts with the other, beys Wc 
were ftruck with admiration at the fine and 
advantageojis fite of ApoUinopolis Magna ; 
it commanded the river and the whole valley 
of Egypt ; and its magnificent temple tow- 
ered over the reft lij^e a large citadel, yvhich 
kefeps the adjacent country in awe* ^ This 
comparifon is, indeed, fo naturally fuggcfted 
by the fituation of this edifice, that it i$ only 
known to the natives by the name ,of the 

Fortrefs. I forelaw with regret that wc 

• • 

ihould only enter the town late, and quit it 

early in the mornings I pulhed on to gain 

,A,Utde*time to examine it before the day- 

' light entirely left us. During this vifit, I 

had only time to ride round this edifice, the 

extent. 
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extent^ majefty^ magnificence^ and high pr<^ 
ferva^tian of which^ furpaiTed all that I had 
yet feen in Egypt, or elfcwhcrc ; it made an 
impreffion on me as vaft as its own gigantic 
dimenfions. This building is a long fuite of 
pyramidal^, gatcs^ of courts decorated with 
galleries, of porticoes, and of covered nave% 

conftructed, not with common ftones, but 

« 

^ntire rocks. Night was come on before I 
had time to vifit the whole of this furprizing 
rocmumcnt, and I again regretted the ncr 
^effity which I lay under to pafs oyer with 
fo much rapidity what nierited fuich high 
admiration. The excellent prelcrvation of 
this ancient edifice forms a wooderful con* 
traft with the grey ruins of modern habita* 
tions built within its vaft enclofure ; a part 
of the population of this village is contained 
in huts built in the courts, and around the 
fragments of the temple ; which> like fwal* 

lows 
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lows riefts in our hou;(es, defile them vrithbut 
ironcealing or injuring their general appear- 
ance. Befides, this fingular medley, that 
at firft fight hurts the eye, produces a pi^u- 
re'fque contraft, which at once gives a fcalc 
of coniparifon, both for men knd for thb 
lapfe of time ; ind after all> we have no right 
to think it abfurd for ignorant people to 
flielter their feeble huts againft fplendid oh- 
jccts, which have never once attracted their 
durioiity, whilft in France we fuffer the am-* 
phitheatre of Nifmes to remaiii encuiiibei'fed 
with hovels and heaps of rubbifli. 

Below Etfii, the cultivated country growB 
very harrow ; fo that there is only a quarter 
of a league in breadth between the defert 
and the riVer: At noon we halted on the 
banks of the Nile : the cavalry had gone be- 
fore ua, but at the iiioment when we were 
fetting out, we leaiBtthat wc had a defert 

3 of 
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of fcvcn leagues to crofs ; the day was too far 
advanced to allow us to undertake fo long a 
inarch, and we therefore ftopped the reft of 
the evening in a defolated village, where for- 
tunately we found wood. 

On the 31 ft, we continued our iharch at 
three in the morning. After pafling for an 
hour through a cultivated country, we en- 
tered the dcfert by a mountain compofed of 
decayed flate, free-ftonc, white and rofe- 
coloured quarts;, and brown flint, with feveral 
white corncliahs. After marching five hours 
in the defcrt, our ibldiers had their fhoes 
torn, and were obliged to put what linen 
they could about their feet, and were tor- 
mented with a burning thirft. No water 
could be found but in the Nile, which was 
a league otit of our way, for the banks were! 
as arid as the defert; but the urgency of thirft': 
prevailed, and we arrived at the river ex- : 

haufted 
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haufted with fatigue; but the camp cqui- 
page^ the draft animals of which had had no 
food the night bcforei were fd weakened by 
hunger, that but a few of them \yere able to 
follow. What was the general diftrcls whext 
it was announced that there was nothing to 
cat ! We looked at each other in mute 
confiernation : but, after a while, a camel 
with a light load of butter came up, and 
fome others, wboie provifion-iacks had been 
already emptied ; but by ihaking out. every 
duii: of meal from the bags, and rummaging 
every comer, we found enough to make a 
diilribution of a handful of flour to each : 
directly we got firing from a neighbouring 
tree, made our flour into fritters, employ- 
ment drove away our gloomy ideas, and 
French gaiety foon prevailed, and reflored 
our ufual courage. We fet out again briikly 
after our refreihment ; but our poor hories, 

7 who 
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*wbo had not regaled upon frittersi fell dowii 
from under us through inanitibn ; we could 
do nothing but lead and iupport them with 
bur hands^ or elfe we txiuft bare abandoned 
.them; in Ihort^ we were compelled to marcht 
and our neceCfity alone made it practicable; 
ahd many arc the reiburces contained in this 
fingle word> necefiity. 

Half an hour after we had paiTcd the firft 
deiert, we came to the ruitis of SiHilis, which 
confift of broken fragments, bricks^ and the 
remains of a temple, the highefi: walla of 
which are now not more than thisee feet 
above the foil. One can juft difcover that 
the nave of the temple, which is covered 
with hieroglyphics, was furroundcd with a 
gallery, to which, in a latter period,,a portico 
without hieroglyphics ha& been.kdded. We 
returned a third time into the defert ; a hy- 
ena followed the column for a confidcrabk 
tin^e. » 



The rofeks here becottie granite, -witfi* 
flints of every cblout and fpecies^ iivhoiS 
hardne& would rehder them iuifceptible^ df ^ 
high polifh : I Stlfe found there eomelian^jai^ 
per, and ferpcntine: the fknd ife' formed <tf 
finall fragments/ of all the primitive and 
eonlHtuent parts of the granite. We ar- 
rived at an elevated ftage of the mountain^ 
whdre we difcbvereda vaft extent of country, 
through which the Nile flows in a wind^ 
ifig; courie : this mti, after nitiming along 
the Mokatem, returns to the aortb<weft> 
and again changes -its tourie to licalh. At 
this angle the ruins of a pharos may be per- 
ceived, which perhaps ferved as a light-houfe 
for this yriuding channel; at the other angle 
the heights of Oxhbosmay be Icen, ynth the 
fine monuments on its iiimmit; at the elbow 
of the river one of its branches forms an 
inundated ilknd, which, dfrom this circum* 

Vol. ir. H ftance 



^bMe tioofii i$ worth moic tlmii ^iventy 

:f^[WK9 IcigUM of the nmghbowing coiintryi 

and ift^ fiibttittion psotet^ it froo^ the iocta> 

fion of tim Mftraelukfi5» as it did now from 

Mur Tiifit^ The ixihabitanta oC the fhore re* 

tind to k d^ our approach^ abafKkoiQg to 

ui. the. largo yUkge of BiahaBu whidi ikitts 

thfi dc&fiti axkd is eqiiaUy f^oomy in appeac^ 

a«iC04 Here we aiciTod^ after mtttbing 

efeven hours. The drove of oxen which 

{^dlowed IB: had gone sibay/ and we had to 

ymi^' fei itf with, the ceaffamt fisar of it» being 

catried offi' Tbe Ullage ofibfed us nothing 

bttt a few wallsy which wae ran&cked to tibe 

wry ibimdation, i here was witnefa to a 

feene which prefented a ibriking contraft of 

£urage brutality and the fcindeft fbnfibility*. 

WhBft I was looking at our people^ whsoie 

neceffitira were as. ingemous m bringing t^ 

lights 9S. thet care, of the natires bad been to^ 
» 

conceal. 



Conceal, 4 icAc&ct comes one of a caf e^ dfSg-^ 
g^ag after htm a ihe-^oat> whicli h6 hid 
fbrced out ;. he is followed by an old tn^rif 
Carry ing twa young iiifante, ivho fefi^ tbert* 
down oti the ground, falls OYi^^ hk knee^, ai^, 
without fpesking a word, poinfe/ with tS^rs 
ir^ his eyes, to the young children, who* fifitift 
perifh if the goat is taken away from them. 
But want, which is both deaf and blind to 
other's diftrcis, does not ftay his murderous 
hand for any entreaty, and the goat is killed. 
At the fame moment, another foldier comes 
up, holding in his arms another child, whofe 
mother doubtlefs had been obliged to deiert 
it in her flight from us ; and this brave fel- 
low, notwithftanding the weight of his 
muikct, his cartridges, his knapfack, and the 
fatigue of four days of forced ^marches, had 
picked up this little forfaken creature, had 
carried it carefully for two leagues in his 

H 2 arms^ 
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arms^ and, not knowing what to do with it 
in this deierted village^ feeing one inhabitant 
left behind/ with two children^ he gently 
lays down his little charge beiide them, and 
departs, with the delightful expreffion of 
one. who has juft performed a benevolent 
a&ion. 
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CHAPTER ^III. 

Gaxelles in the Defert — Approach to Syene — 
Beautiful View of the I/land of Elephant 
tina — SyetUy and the Frontiers of Upper 
Egypt-— r^Quarters of the Army — Temple of 
Cnephy and other Monuments of Elephan-^ 
tina-^Trade of Syene — Encounter of the 
French Cavalry with Affan-Bey — Carved 
Blocks of Granite-'^CataraSls of the Nile-^ 
JJhnd of Philoe^r^Ethiopian Village^ and 

its Inhabitants. 

* 

/^UR inarch on this day, February 1, 
offered pew deferts to our eye. Wc 
found the rocks to confift alternately of gra- 
nite and decompoied frec-ftone, forming a 
brittle friable cruft, like fcoria. In the val- 

H 3 Ues 
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lies in which the fand abou^ds, the furtacc 
is fmooth and tender like fnow, fo that the 
tracks of animals are perceived with the ut- 
xnoft eafe, and one can eafily make out 
thoie that have paiTed fince the laft wind. 
The moft frequent prints of feet that one 
meets with are thofe of the gazelle, a beau- 
tiful little animal, which is fo fliy and timid, 
that after having taken its food on the banks 
of the river, it retires to conceal its fears in 
the iilence of the defcrt. h gives one a me- 
lancholy reflection to remark, that a beaft of 
prey always follows the ftcps of this elegant 
and fprightly animal, the vaft fpace of the 
defert does not fecure it againft rapa-city. I 
faw this day two of thefe animals^ who were 
of the moft delicate and elegant fpecles of 
this numerous family. We marched llowly 
and painfully, ftopping every minute Xo piiU 
off our fhoes and to tak^ breath. In the 

afternoon^ 
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• afternMn/ I found in the middle of the 
tJcftrt the trace of a grand antique road, 
bounded with large mafTes of cut ftone which 
led in a ftraight line to Syene. In the after- 
noon the troops were fo much fatigued, that 
on quitting the dcfert we halted at the firft 
green fpot which would afford food for our 
horfes; 1 thought they would never be drag^ 
ged from the place, nor our men again raiied 
from the ground ; as to myfelf I was quite 
wearied out, ami remained all the i\ight 
there, as if rivetted to the foil. The next 
day, we had but three quartei^of a league to 
march, to rejoin our cavalry, which had only 
goqe before to eat up all the country would 
^ord> bfeforc our arrival ; at laft, however,, 
we were in fight of Affuan or Syene, the ob- 
je6t of cur deilination. The foldier now 
forgot his fatigues, as if hd had already arriv* 
cd at the promifed land, not remembering 

H 4 t^at. 
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that, to return to a country of abundancei 
he muft again crofs the fame painful defeat 
vrhich he had Juft left behind him ; but the 
paft is nothing to the fpldier, when he can 
fnatch. a Ut;tle prefent gratification. For 
myfelf, hovy ever, I ^d the mofl teafon to be 
iatfsficd, fince I was going for the firfl timp 
in roy Ijfe, to fit down and take a little 
breathix^ time in this country, which 

S mm 

abounded with intereifting objefts for my 
refcarches. > > « 

* « « «« 

The firfl good new§ that we learned, was, 
that the ^^amelukes had not burned th? 
boats, whiicjh they could not get over the 
cataradls. Ijx the morning I afcended to the 
convent of St. Lawrence, which is but a» 
ii^different ruiii. Above is a watch-tower, 
from the lofty fummit of which d mofi fm- 
gularview prqferits itfelf to the eye ; it ieem$ 
to be the end of the world, or riather a chaos, 

from- 
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Iram which the air has alrisady feparated^ 

and the watery element appears to gufli from 

the earthy running in numerous channels^ 

which promife fertility to nature. The firft 

eiFeds of its bounties are feen around the 

granite rocks, in the hollows of which the 

iand and flime brought by the waves arc de-r 

pofitedi forming a bafxs for vegetation, which , 

continues to encreaie, and to embrace a larger 

aud wider field. At EJephantina, the cultir 

vation, the trees, ai^d the habitations, exhibit 

a pidure of perfecStior^ in the gifts of nature, 

which has giVen rife to the Aral^ian name of 

Keziretfcl-Sag, or the Flowery I/I and, for 

this ifland. } took a drawing of the country, 

which is a kind of bird's eye chart. (See 

Plate XXX. Fig. 1.) 

On the third of February we crofled over 

to the right bank of the river, to take pof- 

iibffion of AlTuan or Syenc.' Murad-^Bey had 

paffed 
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paffti tbc catara£b and dUvidtd his force 
over a confidcrable traft of country, in order 
to find' fubfiftencc for his Mamelukes and 
their horfcs. We were obliged to do the 
fapie with ours. 

On the fifth, I>efaix fet out with the ca- 
valry to go in qucft of Elfy^Bey, whorn we 
had left behind us at the right bank of the 
Nile. I had hot quitted Defaix fince wc 
left Cairo, and I feel ibme pride in ftying, 
that the moment of parting was attended 
with mutual regret ; we had fpent together 
lb many agreeable hours, riding. a foot's 
pace fide by fide for twelve or fifteen hours 
fucceflively, not in idle chat, but in waking 
dreams, and often after fuch long marches we 
fald to each other: " How many things fhall 
** we have to talk of during the reft of our 
*' lives!" How many wife ideas on civil go- 

vemment, and philanthropy fuggefted them- 

felvcs 



felves to his mipd, when the ibund of the 
trumpet and the roll of the drum ceafed to 
give him the fever of "war ! How many in- 
tereililng remarks would his inexhauftibie 
memory now furniflii me with^ could I con- 
fult it ! With what intereft would he re- 
gard this work and patronize it as his own ! 
In quitting mc for a ihort period, he &emed 
to try to accu&om me by degrees to a lafting 
reparation. 

I went with General Bcliard to take poi- 
fefiion of the government of Syenc. Dur- 
ing my reiideace in or near this town the 
explanation pf my drawings will iiip^ly the 
place of a journal. 

The firft view which I took is that which 
I have juft dcfcribed, namely, a kind of 
bird's eye chart, ip which ^ at one glance the 
reader may fee the general afpedl of the 
country, the entrance of the Nile into Egypt, 
7 after 
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flAcr flowing over the wall of granite blocks 
ivhich forois its lait catarads, the iiland of 
£lephaatina> between Contra- Syene and 
Sycnc, and the monuments of this* latter 
town> in which may. be diftinguifhed the 
difierent period3 of its exigence. The ruins 
of the higheil , antiquity may be eafily re- 
cognized; it muft then have been a very 
poniiderable city, if the edifices on the right 
and left of the Nile and thofe of Elcphanti- 
na formed but one town^ which may be pre- 
fumed^ iince they are only feparated by a 
river that in this place is deep but not broad; 
the Arabic ruins are grouped on a rock to 
the eailward ; below are Roman remains, 
which are alio found in fome of the monu- 
ments at Elephantina, and to all this fucr* 
cccds a large village, built in a better ftylc, 
and with ftraighter ftreets than in common 

villages, which may be attributed to, the 

- — ■ « 

plenty 
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plenty of ftonc and of ancient materials. In 
the middle is a Turkifh cafti^^ commanded 
On all fides^ abd which can bo no real de-^ 
fence. 

Our firft employment was to get com- 
Ibrtably fettled. We had very good quar- 
ters ; it was the ' houie of the kiachef^ built 
of ftone^ with an upper ftory, terraces, and 
vaulted rooms : we here made beds, tables, 
and ftools, and I found it a high luxury ta 
undrels myfelf, to fit and to lie down : our 
ibldiers did the fame. The feoond day c^ 
our eftablifhment there were already in , the 
fbeets of Syene, tailors, ihoe*makerSi jew- 
ellers, French barbers with their poles, eat- 
ing-hou&s, and rfftaurateurs, all at a fixed 
price. 

The ilation of an army offers a pidfcure o£ 
the moft rapid exercife of every relburcc that 
kuiuftry can furnifli; every indiyi<bial fists all 

his 



/ 
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his abilttKS to Work fof the general advaii* 
Ugb i bat, what pecoCarly chiradernes a 
Frtncb af my \m, to e^bliih iixperfioities and 
amufements at the (ame time and with the 
ioma care a» neceflaries ; thus we had gar- 
dens and oafiee*houfes^ in wlucb we anniieci 

4 cMufdvcs in games with cards maniifaftareci 
Kt Syeaac^ At one entrance of the village iat 
a walk with fbaight rows of txces piiiiiCmg 
to the north ; out ibldiers here ikt\x^a miie^ 
ftone with this kaiCnptkoH Rfnste^de Paris ^ 

. 2119. niszey.'cnt fmante jept milles if ok cenu 
quarant^; it was^ ibme da^s^ aftef having re*^ 
ceived a diftnbntiixi of dates for tibeir whole 
ratbn, ibaA th^ entertained ftich pleafant or 
pkilofopbic idea& Nothing but death can 
put a period to valour combined with gaiety, 
the gieatdl; misfisrtunes esat do nothing to- 
^iMd^it. 

Oil thii fide of the liver there are no 

other 
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ether remains of the Egyptian town, than 
a fmall fquare temple furrounded with a 
gallery, but fo Shattered and fhapelefs, that 
nothing can be feen Ijut the embrafure be- 
tween two pillars, with the capitals and a 
imall part of the entablature; this fragment 
ia what Savary, who confeiTes that be ncrcr 
was at Syenc, relates on hcar-lay to be pro- 
bably the remains of die antient obfcrvatory^ 
in which, according to him, the nilometer 
ihould be fought for. I made a drawing of 

9 

this fmail ruih^ to deffcroy an error, of which 
however this ardent and elegant writer b 
not the author,, as he 1^ rekted every things 
pointed out every thing, and has often paintedf 
in ~ a ihrprizing manner even what be had 
never fecn. 

Near this ruin, among the palm-trees, arc 
lie fragments of an edifice, which I think: 
maft be attributed to the Gseek cathotics; 

two 



i . 
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two.coiumn»of granite are ftill left ftandizi^/ 
and two door-cafes of the iamp material^ and 
on the ground are columns grbu|>ed againit 
two faces of a iingle pikfter. 

The ifland of Elephantina became at the 
£ime time my country houie^ and rtry psdi^ce 
of delight, obfervation^ and refeaich ; I think 
I muft have turned over every looic ilone, and 
queftioned every rock in the iiland. ' It was 
at it3 fouthern extremity that the ^Egyptian 
tov^n and the Rojxian . habitations were £«- 
tuated/ and the Arabian buildings which 
fucceeded them. The part occupied by the 
Bomans can only now be made out by the 
bricks^ the teiTellated pavements^ and the 
iinall images of porcelain and bronze, which, 
are ftill found; the Arab quarter is only dif- 
tinguiihed by the dunghills, with which they 
have covered the foil, a common feature to 
all the ruins of the edifices of this people* . 

Every 



I ' 

/ 

t 
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Every thing pofteribr to this time has dif- 
appeared, fo as to leave fcarcely the leaf^ 
trace of its exiftencc, whilft the Egyptian 
monuments ; remain, devoted to . pofterity^ 
and have refiftcd" equally the ravages of mail 
iMd of tiihe. In the midft of this vaft field 

it3ef bricks and other pieces of baked earth, of 
tvhich I have juft fpoken, a vcry.antient 
tgnciple is ftill left ftaudiug, fimpunded with 
a pilaftered gallciy, and twb cdlimins in the 

4 

portico. (See Plate XXXI, Fig. i. and 
XXXII, Fig.l.). Nothing is wanting but 

t s 

two pilaftcrs, ori the left angle, of this ruin* 

> 

Other edifibes had been attached to it in ^ 
later period, biit only fome fragments were 

rema'ming, which could give no idea of their 

> %. 

iform whei;! pcrfed> but only proved tfcat 
thfefe acceffory parts were much larger than 
the original lanftuary. This latter is co- 
vered bot(h< witfim and nvitditMt with hiero- 
Vol. IL I glyphics 
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gtypluc& in relief^ veiy wdl cut, and in good 
preiervatioa^ I copied a whole fide of the 
inner figures, Mthtch are represented in Plate 
hill, Fig. 8; the correfponding fide appears 
to be nearlj a repetition of the iame. This 
kind of pijfture is the more interefting to be 
ofiered to the diicuflion of the xmrions^ as it 
pofifefifes an unity of defign which* I had 
before met with in this ibrt o^ 
commonly divided into diikin^B: compart- 
ments. I alfa took one fide .of the outer 
wall, and a fingle pilafter : all Ihe reft are 
nearly fimilar. (See Plate LXI,* Fig. 5, and 
LX, Fig. 9.) The view of the whole of this 
fmaH edifice will give an idea of* its im-> 
^rtance, and high {late of perfervation. 

Could this be the temple of Cncph, the 
good genius, that among the Egyptian gods^ 

* By miftake figuied Pltte LXni. 

who 
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who approaches the ncareft to oUr ideas of 
the Supreme Being? Or is the temple of thb 
deity one which is placed iia: hundred paces 
more to the north, of the fame form and fize, 
though more in ruins, all the ornaments of 
which are accompanied by the fcrpent, tic 
emblem of wifiiom and eternity, and pecu- 
liarly that of the god Cneph ? To judge 
from what I have fecn of Egyptian edifices, 
this iuppoied temple of Cneph is the kind 
which was \xfcd in the carlieft times, and is . 
abiblutely the fame fpecies of temple as that 
of Kurnu in Thebes, which appeared to rac 
V io be the moft ancient of all in that city. 
The chief difference in the fculpturc of this 
at Elephafitina, which I have been able to 
difcover is, that the figures have more life, 
the drapery is more flowing, and falls into a 
better forni of eompofition. (Sec Plate LII,i 
Fig. 1 and 5.) The three figuics of Fig. l, 

I 2 leem 
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fctm to thank a hero for having delivtfcA 
them from a fifth perioA, ahnoft defaced, but 
which it may eaffify be feen is in a felling 
pofturc. In this iculpture thert appciirs to 
be a kirid of grouped compofition with pef- 
fpedi ve ; Can it be anterior of poftcrior tor 
the time in which the Egypttffltis had con- 
fined within certain lines the exprcffion of 
a!I their figures, in order to make thent 
fcrve as a kind of writing or cbarader, by 
the mere infpedion of which their meaning 
diight be directly nnderftood, without re- 
<|uiring the particular explanation of every 
part. Of the kft mentioned edifice nothing 
is pTcfervcd but a column of the portico^ 
and one wholefide^of a gallery in pilafters, 
(See Plate XXXI, Fig. i .) 
; In the middle of the ifld there are two 
frltoes of a large outer door, made of blocks 
of granite, and ornamcntc<i with hierogly- 
phics. 
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^hics. Thefc remains^ certainly indicate 
monuments of great magnificence!, the ex* 
tent of wbjch might be made out by a little 
digging. At the ea£t is another fragment o£ 
a v/ery fmall and highly finiflicd edifice: all 
that is leen of it is the wAftfide of a narrow 
cUajuber, pr a yery irnall temple, and the 
hieroglyph ic3 that remain are perfeidlly weJI 
Sculptured. The prjiaments ^ve loaded with 
^he lotus, particularly the flowers of this 
plant, whofe drooping ftem appears to be 
r.eyived by a figure watering it. This figure 
i^ the l^me ^ one that | have found at Lato^ 

polis. (JSee Plate LX. Fig. 6.) This cham- 
ber or temple communicated with a narr 
rower paflfage, which, to judge by the traces 
of a number of fucceffive buildings, termi- 

' , « 

nated on a gallery open to the Nile, apd 
fcfting on a large embanked facing, which 
defended the p^ern part of t^^c iflj^^d froi»r 

I 3 being 
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being worn away by the current of the 
river. * Three porticoes of this gallery re- 
main, and a flight of granite ftairs^ which dip 
into the river. May ilot this galleiy, thi^ 
adorned chamber, and this ftair-cafe, be the 
obfervatory and the nilometer which travel- 
lers have in vain fought for at Syene } Full 
t>{ this idea, I examined carefully the ftone 
facing of the fiairs, but could find no traces 
of any graduation ; the fteps themfclvcs> 
however, might ferve as a fcale, and the 
nppcr part of this ftair-cafe being blocked up 
.with ruins, itispoflible that the meafures 
may be marked in this part which I coiild 
not examine.*- 

^ Str^bo, who had obferved Sjcoe with caret and has 
defcribed it minutely, fays, that this nilometer was a 
well which received the Nile waters, and^that the marks 
by which the height of the inundation was eftimated 
ircrc. engraved on the fides of this wdl. - 

All 



' 
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, All theie buildings ^re founded lapoa 
mafles of rock, covered with hieroglyphics^, 
engraved with more or Icfs care. Further 
on, turning towards the north, are two pcnr-% 
tions of parapet, which leave between them, 
an opening, through which one may d^fcend 
to tiie river : on the inner fide of the right 
parapet is a ba3-rclicf in marble, roprcfent- 
ing the figure of the Nile four feet in hdght, 
in the fame attitude, with a colofial ftatue of 
the fame fubjcdl which is at Borne. This 
copy of the feme idea proves both that the 
edifice is Roman, and that this people, in 
their eftabli£hment at Syene, having had 
opportunity of adding the omanrlents of luxr 
ury and fiiperfluity to works of the firft nc* 
ccffity , had eftablilhed rather a powerful co- 
lony there than a mere military poft: the 
baths and valuable bronze utenfib, wbich are 
daily found there^ fupport this opinion of 

1 4 the 
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the ricfandfs and permanency of this qo^^ 
lony. 

The ifland of Elephantina^ defended on 
the ibuth * by breakers^ has been dojabtlefs 
much encreafed towards the north by aUu- 
vial foil. This foil becomes foori converted 

m 

into cultivated lands and pleafant^ gardens^ 
which> being kept perpetually watered by 
means 'of wheels and buckets, produce here 
four or five crops yearly ; and thus the in- 
habitants are numerous^ in eaiy circucn- 
ftances^iand courteous. When I hailed them 
from the oppoiitc ihore, they would come 
acrofs for me in their boats, and I wap feon 
furround^d with all the children, who offered 
me for f^Ie fragments of antiquity and rough 
cornelians. With a few crowns I made a 
great number of tbefe little ones happy, jmd 
gained the good will of their parents, who 
invited me to them, prepared me breakiaft^ 



■> f 
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in the. temples in which I hud fct up hay 
drawing apparatus ; in flrort, I appeared like 
the kind mafter of a garden, which contain- 
ed in reality all'th^t one feeks to imitate in 
decorated gardfens in Europe: here were- 
iflets, rocks, deferts, plains^ meaidpws, gar- 
den-grounds open groves, hamlets, dark 
^woodSy reniarkable £(nd numerous plants, a 
Xiver, canals, mills^ and fublime ruin$ ; a /pot « 
ilill more enphanting, as, like the gardens of 
Armida, it was furrounddd with all the hor- 
rprs of nature^ and thofe of the Theba'is, the 
Qontral|: with which encreafed the enjoyment 
of this delightful ifland* Having all • my 
jfenfeis and* my imagination equally in a<Sli- 
yity, I never pafled hours more delicioufljr 
Qccupied than thofe which I devoted to my 
Solitary walks at . Elephantina ; 'an ifland 
which alone is worth more than the whole, 
territory on ihore of the country which lie* • 
adjacent to the town. 
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The population of Sycne is huroeroug: the 
liade, however, is confinejd to ienna and 
dates, and thefe two articles produce a fuf* 
£cient return to pay all the other wants of the 
inhabitants, to maintain a kiachef, a go«> 
vemor, and a Turkiih garrifon. The &nna 
which grows around Syene, is of moderate 
quality ; when ibid, it is fraudulently mixed 
with that which grows wild in the defert^ 
brought hither by the Barabra, and fold at 
nearly a hundredth part of what we give for 
it in Europe. It is true that it has to pay 
in its paiTage a number of duties, and it is 
'one of the rooft important articles of the 
cuilom-houfes of Cairo and Alexandria. 
The fecond article of exportation is that of 
dates; they are fmall and dry, but fa 
abuhdant, that bcfides making the principal 
food of the inhabitants here, large boats 
l6aded with them are daily going down the 
river to Lower Egypt. . 



y 
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^ Wc learnt by our fpics, that the 
lulce& had ^afcended the riVer^ and remained 
at as little a diflance as they could above 
the catara6te, tavaging the Vffo (bores of the 
Nile, which ftill fupplied them with fomc 
forage. They had hitherto drawn, fupplies 
ojf flour and dates from Deir and Bribes ; 
but the. aga who rcfided there^ fignified to 
them that this fource muft be flopped. They 
occupied ten leagues in length on each 
bank ; their rear guard was no more than 
four leagues o£f us, fothat they knew every 
ilep we took, as we in our turn were in- 
formed of all their movements, by the fame 
jneans, arid perhaps, even by th<3 fame cmif- 
iaric^ who ferved both parties faithfully with 
equal exa^tnefs. - 

• General Daoufl^ had met with Aflan^Bey 
on the right bank of the river oppofite Etfu, 
iX, the moment when he was- coming tibwn 

1 to 
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to the Nile for water : the imtniMnt danger 
lifi was in of loiing all his equipage made 
him charge with fuiy ; the eagemefe of our 
9ien,to get poi&fiion of it> apd a little con- 
tempt of the enemy, with which the battle 
of Samanhut had infpired them, made them 
attack with too much negligence. Thi$ 
battle of two hundred cavalry on each fide, 
lyai rather an affray than a regular combat^ 
and . both parties gave proof of the higfae/ir 
valour. The charge lafled half an hour ; 
the field of battle remained with the French ; 
but AiTan-Bey obtained his main point, 
that of laving his baggage : on our fide, we 
had from thirty to forty hilled, and as many 
wounded ; twelve Mamelukes pcrifihed, and 
many of them were wounded ; AiTan was 
hurt in the leg, fo ^hat neither party had 

. any thing to boaft of by thi3 encounter. 

• • • ' 

, We went to feek for the barks which 

the 
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the Mamelukes had endeavoured tonavigatd 
aborc the cataradls^ and wc wiihed' at the 
fame time to vifit th'efe curious objedls ; we 
met in bur way 'with the quarries in the gra- 
nite rocks, whence t!he blocks were taken 
tvhich forriied the material of the coloflal 
ft^tuesi that have been the object of ad* 
miration to fo many ages, and the ruins of 
which ftill ftrlke us with aftohilhiiieiit. it 
feepied as if the framers wiflied to prelerve 
the memorial of jthe mdiTes that have pre-* 
duced thefe- blocks, by leaving on the place 
hieroglyph ical infcriptions that perhaps re- 
cord" the event. The 'operation by which 
thefe blocks were detached, . muft have been 
nearly the fame as is employed in the prcfent 
times, that is to fay, a cleft is firft' cut out^ 
and then the whole mais is fplit off by jmeans 
of wedges of different fizes, all ftruck in at 
one time. The marks of thefe firff" opera- 

a tions 
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ticms are pteferved {o frefh in this 
materiaU that to look at them one would 
fufpcct that the work had been interrupted 
only yefterdaj, I took a fketch of themi 
(Sec Fig, 3. Plate XXXIIL) 
• Thc^ texture of thb granite is £> hard and 
eompad, that die rocks which are met vihth 
in the current/ inftead of becoming worn and 
ihattered by decompoiition, have acquired a 
poliiSi by th6 dafliing of the waves*' The 
finefl' find moft abundant of this kkxd of 
Utonc^, is the rofe-coloured granite ; the grey 
is often too mii^aceous; between thefe blocks 
,are &mn:d veins of yety brilliant, quartz^i&ata 
of a red flone, which partakes q£ the batuid 
and the bardneis of porphyry, and isoailes of 
that black and hard ftone, which has been 
fo long taken for bafalt^ and which the Egyp'^^ 
tians have often employed for ftatues of ma*> 
derate fize. . . 

A lea^e 



TRATKL91ir BGYPt. \4B 

A league and a balf^ below the quarries 

the rocks encreafe, and form a bar in the 

river, where we found the Mameluke barks 

fixed between the rocks, up to the firft well 

below the falls : the peafants of the neigh*- 

bouriiood had taken out the rigging and the 

provifions* We here quitted the little boat 

in which we had come up, and walking hj 

the iide of the ftrcam for about a quarter of 

an hour, we came to the part whicfi is ge- 

ncralJy called the cataraSl. This is nothing 

but a range of rocks, over which the river 

flows, forming in fome places cafcades a few 

inches in height , they are fo iniignificant, 

that they can hardly be reprefented in a 

drawing ; but I juft flcctched the bar where 

this celebrated navigation ends, in order to 

do away the impreffion that has been given 

of the great fall of thefe famous cataracts^ 

^Scc Plate XXXI. Fig, 2.) However, they 

would 
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would make a fine picture^ if th<y w4rd rfe- 
ptcicnted ! with th6 colour which charac^ 
tttizcs thctn. 

m 

; The motaitdins^ the ifurfkcc of which ife 
btoken by black and ragged pfojeftions, ar* 
ttSc&cd with their glooriiy hi^cA on th6 
clear liiirror of the* ftrcam' below, which is 
Itfokeh and divided by fliarjipdints of granite 
that roughen its chai^neU and lorm lonjg 
white linc^ of foam wherever any ,qf tbc& 
cocks entity frilooth furface. Thefc rough 
&a|)ek(s mdifes, with their dark hues, fornt 
a ftriking contraft with the foft greeh of thfe 
. groupes of palm-trees thit cluftcr around the 
irregular cliffs, and With thfe celcftial azure 
blue of the fcldarelft fky Over the face of tlife 
earth. A pidlure faithfully reptefewting thefe 
ilriking objedfe, would have the rare advari^^ 
tage of cxhibitiKg a true and yet perfeAI/ 

no^cl, fcenery. After paflliig tbejCR{B[ra£lsi 

the 
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the rocks grow loftier, and on their fummit 
rocks, of granite are heaped up, appearing to 
clufter together, and to hang in equipoife^ 
on purpofe to produce the moft piAurcfque 
efFedls. Through thefe rough and rugged 
forms the eye all at once difcovcrs the niag« 
nificent monuments of the ifland of PhiI6c> 
which form a brilliant contrail, and one of 
the moft fingular fiirprife^ that the traveller 
can meet with. Thifc Nile here makes a 
bend, as if to come and vifit this enchanting 
ifland, where the monuments are only fepa«- 
rated by tufts of palm-trees, or' rocks that 
appear to be left merely to contraft the forms 
of nature with the magnificenpe of art, and 
to colle6l, in one rich fpot, every thing that 
is m oft . beautiful and impreffive* The en- 
thuftafm which the traveller fo conftantly 
experiences at the fight of the monuments 
of Upper. E@5pt>jxtay. appear to the reader a 
Vol. IK , K perpetual 
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perpetual and monotonous ezaggeratio&; hut 
it 16^ however^ onlj the iimplc expreffiah of 
feeling which the itibiimitj of their cha* 
cader excites ; and it is from the diftruft that 
I feel at being able to give any adequate idea 
of their magnificence by tht pencil^ that I 
have endeavoured to. do juftice to them, bj 
my expreffions for the furpriie and admira^ 
tiom with which they impsefs the beholder* 
. Thejre were no inhfthitants on the Aore; 
Hkey had qiiitted even the iile of PhUoe^ and 
had retired to a fecond and larger ifland> from 
'which they ient loud and favage cries, whidi 
we were told were excited by dieir fears. 
We endeavoured to perfiiade them to fend 
us a boat, which was moored to their bai^, 
but without fucceis. However, as this branch 
of the Nile isvcry narrow, I was enabled to 
take the views of the ifland, which axe Jure 
added. (See Plate ZXY. Fig. 2;. and XXXHL 
Fig. 1.) 
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We returned home very well fatisfied 
with our day's work ; but this curfory vijew 
did not appear tc}^^ me fufficicnt for obje^s of 
antiquity of iiich importance, and monu-» 
ments of fuch extent and high prcfervation, 
the particular defcriptioti of which would be 
Uttended with fo^uch intcrcft. 

Some days after we learnt that the Mamc* 
lu^es of the right bank were Coming to 
forage within two leagues of our pofls. W« 
prepared to refiO: them, and fet out with 
four hundred tioen, advancing towards Philoi^ 
by land, taking the route acrols. the defert* 
This road has one peculiarity, which is, that 
there are evident remains of its having been 
tracked out, and raifed as a caUfeWay, and 
that there was much traffic on it in. former 
tlmtis. This is the only part of Egypt in 
which a high road is abfolptely neceffary; 
b\%t the NUe ccufing to be navigable oia ac* 

K2 count 



148 TKAVELS IN EC^YPf. 

count of the cataraAs, all the merchancfizd 
of the Ethiopian trade which is landed at 
Philoe muft be trahiported by land to Syene; 
to be the(e re«-embarhed. All the large 
blocks of ftone that we met with in the way 
were" covered with hieroglyphics, as if they 
were put there for the amufement of the 
paflcngers. One of the moft fmgular of thefe 
prefents the fornti of a feat cut out of the 
iblid rock, with a flight of fteps to climb up 
to it; and the whole ornamented With hiero- 
glyphics, the greitcr number of which arcf 
executed with great care^ (See PlateXXXlI. 
•Fig, 2.> 

. Another fmgular objed near this road, id 
the ruins of military lines made of bricks 
•baked in the fun, the bafe of which is from 
fifteen to twenty feet in thicknefs. This 
^entrenchment extended along the valley by 
the Toad-fide,' and terminati^d at rocks and 

forts 
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fovU near three leagues from Syetie. . Though 

'' i 

the matcriak of which thefe walls were buil? 
>verc cheap enough, the exptnce of putting 
them tpgethjpr njuft have been very greatf 
and (hews the importance attached to thtf 
defence of thi$ poipt. Can thef^ be the re- 
• mains of the famous wall. raifed by a queei> 
pf f^gypt, named Zuleikha, dapghter of Zibaj 
one. of the Phgra6hs, whiph extended fronpr 

ft 

the ancient Syene to the place whefe £)- 
Arifli is now fituated, the fragments of which 

« 

the Arabs now call h^if-ehadjow^, or " tbcr 
'^ old wom^u^p wall ?" " 

We found the inhabitants of Philoe re^ 
turned to their habitation, but fully deter- 
mined not to receive us. We attributed this 
ill-will to the fear which we gave them of 
us, and we continued our journey. Beyond 
Philoe the river is quite open and navigable : 
^ut after having pfUIed an Arab fort, and a 

K 3 mofque 
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m6fqti« of the fame age^ the (bore 6f thd 
Viilt becomes impradicablc for travellers; 
Ind inflead of a profuHon of monuments 
and mfcriptionij vre only faw a barren foil 
left to itfelf, and on the rocks a few habi- 
titions^ which refembled the huts of fk-> 
tfage^. We entered a defcrt which cut an 
angle of the river, in order to Ihorten our 
way ; and after having for foveral hours tra- 
Telled^along valleys which were as deep and 
hollow as if the country was conftantly ex* 
pofod to ilbrms and torrents, the Nile again 
opened upon us through a raviile which led 
to Taudi, an indifferent village on the bank 
of the river. At our approach the Mame* 
lukes abandoned this village, leaving behind 
them their plates, their kettles, and even 
the foup they had made, which they in-p 
tended to eat at fun-fet, for it \^as the m,onth 
of Ilamadan> a kind of Lent, during which 

all 
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aS the MaflTulaians, evea ta the foldiers^ ait 
tiothmg whilfi: the fiin is above the horizon: 
We fent out a ipj during the night ; and 
we learnt^ that at day-break the Mame^ 
lukes^ who were at Detniet, four league* 
higher than Taudi^ thinking themfelves toq 
near us, had fed their hotfcs and fet out 
at midnight. Our ol^e(9: in driving tbeio i 
further off being fulfilled, we fct out to re* 
turn to Syenc. I had already &en enough 
of Ethiopia, of the Gublis and their wives, 
whofe extreme ugUnefs can only be equalled 
by the favage jealouly of their hufbands. i 
faw fome of the women, for a3 I gave the 
men lefs appreheniion than our fbldiecs, they 
put a number of them under my proteoiioa 
in a cabin, before the door of which I had 
taken up my qinarters for the night They 
had been taken by furprize at the fuddem 
arrival of owe people at the clofib. o£ diewag» 
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and had not had time to fly and hide them^ 
felvcs in the rocks, or to fwina acrois the ri* 
ver. They appeared to have the fallen ftu- 
pidity of downright favagcs, A rugged foil^ 
fatigue^ and infufHcient food, muft, doubt- 
lefs, impair in them all the charms of nature, 
and give them even in youth the marks of 
decrepitude. But the men feem to be of 
another fpecies ; for their features aic deli- 
cate, their ikin fine, their countenance lively 
and anipiated, and thoir eyes and teeth ad- 
mirable. Lively and intelligent, tbey appear 
to 4^hrow fo much clearnefs and^ coi^cifenel^ 
in their language, that a fhort 'phrafc is al- 
ways a complete anfwer to queftions that 
are put to them : their .vivacity more re- 
fembles ours than that of the other oriental 
nations: they are quick in underilaoding 

4 

and fcrving, and ftill more nimble, in thiev- 
ing, and have a grcedinefs for money, whic^i 
. . • keeps 
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keeps pace Vfitlti their great frugality, and 
can only be juflified by their extreme po- 
vcrty. To theiq reaibns we may impute 
their leanneis, which is not at all conneded 
with ill healthy for their colour^ though 
blacky is full of life and blood, but their 
mufcles are only tendons, abfolutely without 
fat, fo that I did not fee a fmgle perfba 
among them who was even plump. Fig. 4, 
of Plate XLV. will give the #ader an idea 
of their form and general afped. 
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CHAPTER XW, 

Attack on Philoe and ExpuJfion of the Inha^ 
hitnnts — Monuments in the Ifland — Diffe- 
rent Periods of Egyptian ArchiteSlure — 
French Fort built at Syene — Antient Mo^ 
nqjlery of Cenohltes beyond the CataraSis—^ 
Voyage up the River above Syene — Monu^ 
tnents of Umbos — Celebrated Quarries of 
Gebel Sllfills, wlthfculptured Tombs adjoin-' 
tng — Crocodiles — Proceedings of the Mame^ 
lukes. 
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E could only keep our pcrfcvcring 
enemy at a diftance from us by 
ibrving the country between us and them. 
We therefore bought up all the cattle, paid 
• for the green crops on the land, and the in- 
habitants affifted us thcmfelves in pulling up 

from 
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* from the gf ound every fourcc of provifion^ . 
and followed US with their domeflic animals. 
Thus carrying off with us the whole popu- 
lation, we left behind us nothing but a de* 
fert. In returning, I was again ibuck with 
the fumptuous appearance of the edifices of 
Philbe ; and I am perfuaded that it was to 
produce this effect upon ftrangers entering 
their territory, that the Egyptians had col- 
Icded upon their frontier fuck a fplendid 
group of monuments. Philoe was the entre^ 
p6t of a commerce of barter between Ethi- 
opia and Egypt ; and wiihing to give the 
Ethiopians a high idea of their resources and 
their ntagnificence, the Egyptians had railed 
fo many fumptuous edifices on the confines 
and natural frontier of their empire, Sycnc 
and the Catars^ds.' We had another parley 
with the inhabitants, of Philoe, and it was 
more explicit: they iigoified to us, that if we 

1 were 
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vTcrc to come there every day for two montba 
fuccefiively>, they would never let us land. 
We were obliged to fubmit this time to their 
determinatton; but as it would have given a 
bad example to the. country to allow: a hand- 
ful of peaiauts to brave us with fuch info- 
Icncc clofe by our eftablifhments, we refolved 
on the next day to try if we could not make 
them change their determination. Accord- 
ingly on the morrow, we returned with two 
hundred men ; as foon as they fa w us, they 
piit themielvcs in a pofture of defence, and 
defied vk in the manner of fa^rages, with 
loud cries, which the women repeated. The 
inhabitants of the ndghbouring larg^rifland,. 
immediately coUefted in, arms, which they 
made to glitter in the fun like fword-play- 
crs; fome of them .were quite naked, holding. 
in one hand a fabre, ai>d in the other a 
buckler^ others had raaipart*mu(quets with 

matchlocks. 



matchlocks> and long pikes^ and in a mo"^ 
hicnt all the caft fide of the rock was cx>-^. 
vcred with enemies. We ftill cried out to 
them that we were not coming to do them 
any hartm, and we only wanted to enter ami- 
cably into their ifland ; they anfwered that 
they would never let us approach, or furni(h 
us with the means of landing on their fliores^ 
and that they were not Mamelukes, to fly 

■ 

m 

before us: this bragging fpeech was clofed 
with loud ihouts which refbunded on all 
fides; they wilhed for the fight; they had 
defended themfclves againft the Man^iclnkes; 
they had defeated their neighbours ; and 
they now wilhed to have the glory of refift- 
ing us, and even giving us defiance. Imme- 
diately the order was given to our Tappers to 
level the huts on the fliorc, to furnifbus witli 
wood for a raft: this aft was a declaration of 
war; they fired on us, and pofting them* 

felves 
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ielv^s in the clefts and caves of their rocksn 
they kept up a briik and well*dire&ed £tt 
OB us. At this moment one of our fields 
pieces came up^ the firft fight of which car** 
tied their rage to the higheft pitch ; but from 
this time the communication between. Philoq 
and the larger iiland ^as broken, the people 
^ the latter drove off their herds and cattle^ 
made them crofs an arm of the river, and 
followed them into the defect. 

We found that the palm-tree wood wo^ 
t<K> heavy and took water, which comp?Ue4 
OS to defer the delcent till the next day ; and 
in (he mean time our troops remained on 
the ihore, and every necefTary was coUeSed 
in order to conibud: a raft to hold forty men. 
This bu(ine& employed us^ the whole of 
the following day, and this delay encreaied 

the infolenct of theic wretches, who dared 

« 

t^ propoic to tlte general to pay a hundred 
>', piaftres 



TRAVELS IN ^QUVTr 1^9 

p&ftre& to be allowed to coni€ alone and dii^ 
arnied into the ifland. The fcenc, however^ 
was {ixm cWnged^ when on a fudden they 
faw the larger iiknd covered with our vo* 
lunteers, whofe defcent had been prote<fted 
by grape-fliot : terror focceeded/ as ufual, ta 
headftrong raihnefs ; men, women, and chil-* 
drcn, all threw themfelvcs into the river ta 
tfcape by fwimming ; and prefcrving their 
ferocioiis cH^radcr^ we faw mothers drownt 
ing their children whom they could not carry 
avt'ay Ayith thenci, and mutilating the:girls to 
fave them from the violence of the viftorsir 
When I esbtered on the iil^d the next day^ 
I found a young girl feven or eight years old; 
who had been cut with brutal cruelty in 
fuch a manner, as to prevent her from &tif- 
fying the mofl: prcffing neceffity of nature, 
and it was only by a ccunter^-c^eration and 
a batk^ that I was able to lave the life o£ this 

« /■ 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate little cxAturt, who was Veiy 
pretty. Others ofjr more advanced age had 
not recourfc to men Icvtritics, and ch^ fof 
Xhcgifelvcs cympanlotis from among the vie* 

tlie poouJa^efTof the ifiiand 
iinutcs; having fuf- 
id irreparable tois* 
pillaged thi^boat^ vrbich the 
fctodul^ h.d not been aU. to g« above 
the falls, and had formed magazines of this 
booty, which had made them immenfely 
rich, in comparison with theit neighbours,^ 
and might have iecured to them repbie and 
cafy circumftances for a number of years ; in 
a few hours they were reduced to beggary^ 
dcftitute of fupport^ both for the prefcnt and 
the future, and were obliged to go and iblidt 

« 

ah afj'lum from thofe on whom they had 

. 
made war a few day3 before. Oar ibldiers 

wei^e ehiployed the reft of the day in cva^* 

a cuating 
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Cuating the mag^itte^ of the larger iHttnd, 
and I mackufeofthistitxicm taking draw* 
ings of the rocks and antiquities. 

Th0 ruin§ in this ifl^nd conM of a iinait 
fan^uaiy^ ftced by a portico of fouf dolnmni 
with very elegant capitals, to which had bten 
added at a later period another portica> which 
doubtlefd Wds attached to the circumvalla^ 
tion of the tempk* The moft ancient part^ 
whi^h was alio coh^Lm&cd with more care> 
was ornamented in a higher degree than the 
reft; the ufe made^of it in the rites of the 
catholic religion has impaired the original 
charader, by adding iquarc arched door- 
ways. In the ianctuary^ clofe to the figures 
of Ifis and Oiiris, may ilill be feen the mi« 
raculous impreffion of the feet of St. An- 
thony, or St. Paul the hermit. . 

The next day was the fineft tome of my 
wl^le travels: IpoiTeifed {even or ei^ht mo* 

Vol* II. L numents 
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tix hundtcd ysrds^ 
<)mte at my cafe, 
1 jr 1 ikii. nx rr isr £5c an j of thok impa* 

ahnp think tfaej have 
ccnftantly preffingjou 



XT r: tc vmr orSr- cijcct, nof had I in my 
I2ir laf^gH^^r of dmms as a fimalto mui* 
06* Id mgTch, jkY Arabs nor pcafants to 
; I ¥»s alooc in full lafote, and 



JDMkc mj dumMt g ^ without interrup* 
(^See 1^ fdan <^ tfac iflamd Plate 
This was my firth vifit to 
£rc firft I had employed ia 
nLia^ Ticirs of the (bores of the yicinity. 

As iooQ as I anld iet foot in the iiland, I 
began fiift by going over all the inner part, 
tn take a gieiicial furvey of the various mo- 
numents, and to form a kind of topogra- 
phical chart codtainii^ the iiland, the courfe 
of the dyer and thie adjacent cfaaiacteriilic 

iccncrv- 
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numents in the ipace of fix hundred ystrd^i 
and could examine them quite at my ea&i 
for I had not by my fide any of thofe impa- 
tient companions who always think they have 
feen enough^ and are conflantly preffing yoa 
to go to ibme other object^ nor had I in my 
ears the beating of drums as a figrial to muf- 

• • 

ter, or to niarch^ nor Arabs nor peafants to 
torment me ; . I was alone in full teifurej and 
could make my drawings without intetS^p* 
tion. (See the plan of the ifland Rate 
XXXIV.) . This was my fixth vifit to 

Philoe; the five firfl: I had employed in 

> 

taking views of the fhores of the vicinity. 
• As foon as I could iet foot in the ifland> I 
began firft by going over all the inner part; 
to take a general furvey of the various mo* 
numents, and to form a kind. of topogra- 
phical chart coAtaining the ifland, the CQurfe 
of the riyer and the adjacent characteriftic 

fcencry* 
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Icenety. I found a convincing proof that 
this gronp of monuments had been con- 
ftruded at different periods, by fever^l na« 
ttons, and had belonged to different . forms 
of religious worfhip I and the union of theie 
various edifices, each of them in itielf . re- 
gular, and croudid together in this narrow 
^t, formed an irr<^lar group of moft pic 
tureique an4 magnificent objedls* (See Plate 
XXXIIL Fig. 1.) I could here diftinguifii 
eight fanctuaries or Separate temples, of dif- 
ferent dimenfions^ built at various times, and 
the .limits of each had been reipeded in the 
conftruction of the fucceeding ones, which 
had impaired the regularity of the whole. 
A part of the additions to the original buildr 
ings had been made with a view of cpnnedt- 
ing the old to the new, avoiding, with great 
dexterity, falie angles and general irregulari- 
ties. This kind of confufion of the archi* 

L2 tedutal 
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tedurftl lines^ which appear Hkc errors hi die 
plan; produce in the eleration a pi£hirefquc 
effedl^ ^ich geometrical rc^tude cannot 
pre, it moltiplids objeAs, forms elegant 
groups> and offers to the eye more richneis 
than cold iymmetry can ever command. I 

could here convince myielf of the truth of 

« 

a remark ^hich I had before made at Thdscs 
and Tentyra> which is^ that the mode of 
building with the ancient Egyptians wa% 
£rft tb ere^ large nuiflesy ^i% which thej 
afterwards beftowed the labour of ages, in 
the particulars of the decoration; beginning 
their work with fliaping the architedoial 
hnes^ proceeding next to the fculpture of 
the hieroglyphics, and concluding with the 
fiucco and the painting. AH theic <ttilinA 
periods of work are very ^obvious here, where 
nothing is finifhed but what belongs to the 
highcli antiquity: whereas a part' ofthe fob- 
* • ' ordinate 
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ordinate buildings, -which fcrved to conned 
the various monuments/ had been kft iit^ 
many particular^ Avithout fini(h^ Mrithout* 
Iculpture, and even incomplete in the build- 
ing. 

The great and magnificent oblong mo* 
nument, exhibits thcfe different {>eiiods ot 
workOTanlhip; it would be difficult to 
ailigA any uie to this edifice^ if the pre-^ 
&nce of certain ornaments repreienting ofFer^-^ 
ings had not pointed it out to be a templ^« 
It has, however, the form neither of a pOr-^ 
tico nor of a temple; the columns which 
conipofe its outer circumference, and whieli- 
aire engaged in the wall only half their height, 
iupport nothing but an entablature and a 
cornice, without roof or platform : it only 
opened by two oppofite doors, without iiii- 
tels^ which made a ftrmgfat paffage throuj^ 
in the longitudinal diredion* As it wiis 
^ L 3 doubtlefs 
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doubfclcis built in: the later period of the 
Egyptian power, it fhews the perfe^ftioa oS 
art iq the.bigbefi: puiity; the capitals ara 
admirable ia beauty and execution, the yo-^: 
lutes and the foliage are gracefully waved, 
like the fineft. Greek architedure, and are 
iymtnetiically diverfified like thofe of Api4- 
linopolis, that is to fay, differiag from thd 
contiguous capitals, and iimilar tq the c<»w- 
' reiponding one^, and ail are en^ly kxSg^ 
within the iame paraUei; (Se^ Plate XXCK;^ 
Fig. 6.) : . ' il . 

» 

It gave me no little trouble to clear, iii my^ 
iihstginatton, from the ibrro^mding - iia^ •; 
mcnts^^theie. long galleries encumbered ^tH- ' 

ruins, to follow thcr Knes of the quayi,!w-*. 

. ' '" " ' . • 

raiic up the fphinx and the obeli&s, to*ft$>^-.^ • 

ftftre the broken communication bciweesi*. 

Xhc fteps and ftairca&s. Urged ori at otfefe* 

by, every kind of curiofity,' and fcaaring to 

^. ' impart 
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impart my erroneous conjeiSures to thbie to 
whom I intended to give an account of my 
ieniations and my reiearches^ I i^ifhed to 
trace on my plan the precife ftate of the 
ruin$^ and the confuied heap of fragments; 
and from fuch a pkn to diicu/s the numerous 
points which were involved in doubt and 
lancertainty. What could be the 'meanmg 
of this vaft number, of fanftuaries, fo con* 
tiguous to each other, and yet fo diftinfl: ? 

r 

Were they confeciated to difierent divini- 
ticsi , were they votive chapels, or places 
devoted eaA to particular ceremonies" of 
Kligioiis worfhip ? The inner moft temples 
contained fiill moce myflerious fandtUaries^ 
iuch as monolithic temples, or taberiiacies 
of a imgle -^ne, containixig, perhaps^* whaf 
was moil precious and moft iacred to the 
woriliippers ; perhaps even the facted' bird,' 
\vhicb reprefentgd the prcfiding ^ty g£ the; 
•. *" l^ 4 temple ; 
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tempk; the li^wk» for euraplet the em^ 
Vlem «( the fua> to whom tbe buildup 
anight b^ coniecrated. On the ceiliag^ of the 
iktne portico were painted aftronomie^ pio<^ 
tiuMs ^ho theories of the dements ; on the 
wallst rdigious ceremonies* ixnagcs, priefb, 
and gods, (as represented iti Plate LIL Fig; 
9 and a.) fay the ilde of the gates glgantia 
portraits of certain ibvercigns^ or eipblema-* 
tical figures of ifarength or power, threats 
enihga gmup of fuppliant figures^ whicK 
they hold with one hand by the hair of the 
head, (fire Plate XL. JPig. 4.f Canthefe 
be rebellious fubjedsy or yanqniihed enen 
tmch } I fhoxild incHne to the latter opiniori^i 
becaufe the figures, whidi certainly repre^ . 
imt Egyptians^ have never long hur. 

Befidesi this vaftenbloiiire, in which thd^ 
olmieroiis temples were connefled anci 
grouped tcgcdier by4'weUings fc^.tbe|«dbj^ 

there 
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there were two temples ftandihg apart ; the 
larger of the two I have already fpoken o4 
th^ finaller i$ one of the moft beautiful 
that can be conceived, in perfect pre&rva* 
tnm, and fo fmall, that it alnsioii: gives one 
the defire of Carrying it away. I found 'mth- 
in it fome remains of a domeftte {ccnCp which 
ieemed to be that of Jo&ph and Mary, and 
iiiggdftcd fo me the fubjcct of the flight 
into Egypt, in a ftyle of the utmofl: truth 
and intereft* If ever we ihould be diipofed 
to tranfport a temple jroitn Africa to Europe, 
this which C am faking of &ouId be ie» 
ieeted for the purpofb ; &r, befidcs thciprac^ 
tieability of iiich an operation afibrded bjr 
itsfmall dimenfions> it would ^re apalpabfo 
proof of the QoHe iimplicity of Egypdai^ 
architecture, and would ihew in . a flrtktng 

4 

manner, that it is character, and not extent 
fkme^ which gives dignity to an edifice. 

Befides 
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B^fides the Egyptian monuments, GrCefc 
and ' Roman ruins are found at the fouth- 
eaft of the ifland, which appear to me to be 
the remains of a fmall port, and a cuftom- 
hotife, of which the wall of the facade is dc- 
eorated with pilafters and arcades of the do- 
ne order : ibme ftanding fragmetftE of co- 
hxmns (hew an open > gallery, or a • kind of 
portico in fro^t ; between thefe ruins and the 
Egyptfan monuments;, the fiir^bafe of a can 
tholtp chm^ch may be . remarked, which, is 
built* of antique fragments, mixed with 
erolTes and Gjreck ornaments of l9be later ages; 
ibr ifx theie countries ratholicifm hasbdea 
too poor to mmovc -cntifcly her own wor* 
fti'p from the pomp of idolatrous temples*^ 
After having ^ftabli&itd her faints: iii th^ . 
face' of the Egyptian duties; ihe ha^ often 
painted a St, John, or St. Paul; by the fide" 
of the gdddefs K% an4 difgn^^d Ofiri^^inta 

. St, 
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St. Atfaana^u8 ; or 'c\&, quitting the hea^ 
then temples^ altogetheri ihe has dilapidated 
them, and taken the *ready-made materials 
to conftruft her own edifices of feligioua 
worlhip. 

What a profufion of objeds of curiofity i 
—•-.but the time wets gliding by lb faft, that 
I wiihed to ftay the courfc of the fun. Hav- 
ing employed many hours in obfervation, I 
b^asn to-make drawings and meafurem^nts ; 
but I ikw that our peqple had finiihed clear-- 
iiig the. enemy's magazines^ andl could not 
liope to retail^ to Pfiiloe, for I had not here 
iiich kii^d friends as at Elephant ina/ and the 
Uoops had already been too much fatigued 
with the flege of this little iiland. I at lad; 
fitted this ipot, with my eyes tired out by 
^imany obje<fts, anci my mind filled with 
the various recoHe(%io.ns attached to it : I 
lc£t it at night, loaded with my treafures^ 

and 



bfiogiiig vfith me my little pxl, whom I 
(ntniftcd tp the iheik of £kpbantiiia> to rer 
itorc her to her parents. . . 

The plan was formed of fortifying Syene ; 
the engineer Garbe had choien an esplanade 
on an eminence on the fouth of the city, on i 
vrhich to conibiiS a fort, which ihouLd com- 
mand all the approaches, aiui overlook the 
adjacent country. There were neith^ (ho*- 
vels, pickaxes, hampers, nor trowels, but aJI 
thefe articles were forged ; bricks could not 
be made for. want of wpod» but they were 
cdleded out of all the old Araib buildings in 
the place. Our brave twcoty-firft regiment^ 
i)ke the.l^oman cohorts who had inhabited 
the fMOi^ plftce, kn^w.no difficulties^ or jSir.*^ 
mounted them alK Every, individual W89 
required to make two journeys daily to the 
^ot, in Qrder to tranfport materials; maf>y 
of the men could with. difficulty dnig their. 
• legs 
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kgs to ' the ^t, but not one failed in cdm-* 
plying with the rcquifxtion: the baftions 
were traced out, and the labour was cqndtiA^ 
ed with fo much fpeed, that in a few days 
the fdrtreis began to appear abore the foun- 
dations ; and in the fame time we baftloned 
and embattled an old Roman boildingj 
which bad been a bath» and was in very 
good preierva^onj and which^ from its iitua- 
tion, had the double advantage of prote<5ling 
and commanding the river. 
. The termination of the march of th<i 
French through Egypt was infcribed on a 
granite rock beyond the catara<Ss. I took 
advantage of a reconnoitering, party being 
puihed to the deiert on the left bank, to go 
and iHifit the quarries of which Pocock ipeaks, 
and an ancient monaftcry of cenobites^ 
After marching an hour, we difcovered this 
monument in.a«iiaiall yalley, furrounded 

with 
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with Ihatteired rocks^ and with fahds pto^ 
duced bytheir decompoiidon. The detach*^ 
inczit> puriuing its deftination, left me abne 
in this ipofc. 

They were hardly gone when I was alarm* 
ed at my iblitaiy iituation. I was loft among 
long corridors, and thefe melailcholy.Taults 
echoed with the ibund of my fdet* the oiJjr 
noiie with which this prqfovtnd iUence.had 
been difturbed perhaps for ages. The cells 
of thefe monks relembied the cages of ani^ 
mals in a menagerie; they were recefles 
ieven .feet fquare, and only enlightened by a 
difmal window, fix feet from the grounds 
this refinement of aufterity^ however,, only 
concealed from the eye of the reclu& tfa« 
view of the vaft expanfc of hcaven> an equally 
boundlcfs horizon . of iand, and a bright im^ 
inteitupted light, as melandioly as . xiighf, 
t^d oiQre wafting to tber.cofpcreal fran>e> 

and 
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and perhaps more imprcffivc of the gloomy 
piAure of their fblitude* In this dungeon a 
bed of brick3> and a receis, ferving as a dofet^ 
were all the conveniences which had been 
added to this fpace l)etweien four walls ; and 
a tower placed by the fide of the gate, fliews 
alfo that even the auftcre repaft of thefe cc- 

m 

nobites was taken in Iblitude* Nothing in- 
dicated the remains of the habitation of 
man, but ibme Ihort fentences written on the 
walls; and I fancied I could trace in thefc 
infcriptions their laft fehtiments, and the 
only memorial which they would leave t6 
thofe vv:ho were to fucceed. them — ^^a vain 
attempt, which time, that deftroys every 

thing, has entirely fruftrated. I prefentcd 

« 

them to. my imagination as dying, and ftiil 
ftriving, with fluttering fpeech, to utter a 
few words. OpprelTed with this fucceffion 
of gloomy Qb^6ts, I haflened to ^he- court, 

2 afpacc 
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a fpace endoied with lofty embsMtled Vfdhg 
covert ways, and embraiurca for canncm; 
every thing announced that the ftorms of 
war had fucceeded the borrots of filence in 
this fatal place ; that this edifice, torn from 
the ccnobites, who had raifed it with fo 
much zeal and perfeverance, had at different 
periods ferved as a retreat to the vanquiibed^ 
or as an advanced poft to the Tictoriona 
army. 

The differences of ilyle in its confbudion 
may ferve as a hiflory of this moiituhent* 
Being begun in the firfl ages of catfaolicifm, 
all that was then raifed flill bears tihe mark 
of greatnefs and magnificence : what war has 
afterwards added has been done haftily, and 
i^ ilill more in ruins than the original con<^ 
ftru^ion. In the court a fmall churchy built 

of unbaked bricks, ihews further that a fmaUet 

> 

autubei of redufe have xetumed after a coo* 

♦ • » 

iiderable 
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Ktderable dnie to rcfttme poflciiioa oT tfhe£& 

walls ; md finally^ a, more reccskt des&rttStmoL 

ifeenls to xtxdicskte that it is ozily a felv" agea 

ftAce this ipot Itas been etitiintfy givtni tip tO! 

the ^lence and deibiatibh that pre^ils alt 

iatrouttd thii gloomy edifice* 

The detach rriient which had lefl me hem 
■ . ' ' 

how cdme hack fbr txie> and it was like rifiitg 

from the tdmb. With regard to the quw*^ 
ribs \^hich I fotind in the neighbourhoodA 
ihey aire not thofe ont of which tli^ obeli^ 
trere cut^ £or tinefe arc alwajs of granite> ari4 
the granite rocks are af a difiance^ ftom ihi$ 
ipdt. The roeki here aic firee-i^one i tto 
only bbjcdsofcnridfity are the fr&gfxieht* « 
the inclined roads> over which the maifiB^ of 
Hone were roUied; and thu& candu<5led to the 
tivcr, to be there -embarked fisof the different 
edific^^ Vfh^tt they were to bo empby^d. 
We learnt that the Maoaelnkhs/whohad 
Vol.. IL M . M 
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* 

fled before us at Damtet, had taken the de** 
ftrt on the right bank of the river, and were 
^ing down the ftreain to rejoin Ailan-Bey ;. 

a 

that Murad, after violent debates, had col- 
leSed all the provifions which the. upper 
country would fumifh, and was returning by . 
the left iide through the deiert> leaving be- 
hind him only the aged Solyman, who kept 
poflefiion of Bribe with eighty Mamelukes. 
Having nothing more to do at Syene, we 
left it the 25th of Febraary. I coiild ftill 
have willingly remained there a fdrtnigfat 
fengdr, but I ibould have feared to virait for 
the bulging winds of the fprix^, and my 
health had already had a painfuL attack : 
three days of eaft wiiid in Januaiy had made 
the atmofphere as opprdfively hot as \t is 
with us in the dog days ; to this had fuc* 
ceeded io cold a north wind, that in four 
hours- it hjad given me a feven Iri hopes of 
*' "^ , ^ fome 
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Ibxnc reft, I had put myfclf on board tht^ 
barks ; they were ^ to ^ail as high up as the 
troops, who weire refuming thcjourncy which 
I had juft taken; and I hoped in travelling 
by the river to fee Ombos, and the quarries 
of Gcbcl Silfilis, which I had paflcd at fome 
diftance to my left, in my excUrfion up the 
ifaream. * 

I was hardly embarked, when I experi- 
enced all the inconveniences of this mode of 
conveyance. - The 'ciontrary wind, the ftu- 
pidity of the natives, who could not be mad6 
to wdrk the veffcls, iand the fruitlefi cries of 
our proven^als, every thing confpircd to tor- 
ment us. We were a ^ long while working 
up to Com*-Ombo3, aiidjuft then the wind 
became favourable for pafling it ; our flotilla 
were in jtoo much hafte for me to ventute 
to propofe ftopping there even a fingle hour^ 
fo that I had juft time to give it a glance in 

M 2 failing 
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failing by, «id to take a ha% iketch of tibt 
gfcnend fite> and the fiiK portion <4 the mo'- 
Huments. Hie ancient OntboSy VheRi the 
ciocodife W£te revered^ is ftiU called Cc^n*- 
Ombos (the motintiun OmboB) and it is 6ta* 
ated on an etnkiaioey which commands the* 
country, and piojeds oitt to the vefy traaq^n 
of the river. If a)l the fragcnents whidk arc 
here ieen befengcB to a itngle edifice, it muft 
have been knmenib* In the centre is a ^nmd 
portico of columns with wide capitals, ift 
very large propottionf; on the dfontb, one gat« 
is pr^rved entire; k joined a wti) of cir* 
eumvallattcmi which is deftroyed; «t dMS 
weft, and on the bank of ifec >r^le, an «ft«^ 
iooas mole wd& raifed which is at prefeiit in 
ruins at ks tipper patt ; the iniAidations of 
the riV'cf liate faid bare fts fottttt^ations fo* 
Axty feet in depth, Ifeey were conlftru^ed 
with the &me iglidtty and magRfficence as 

tbfc€ 



die omanneat a1 part. Towar4$ tbe norths u^ 
the &me direction, the temain$ of a templ<| 
^r- galleiy may be ftcn, in fro&ller propgrtiQiit 
with columns and capitals. In the opei^ 
ipace between thefe two laft edlHces* was a 
parapet made of Hewn ftonc, which opene4 
to the view the grand temple in the middle^ 
and mud have produced a theatrical an4 
magnificent cifoft/ It is very well provct} 
that the Egyptians were more ftttached t^ 
magnitude^ even in producing pi^^rgfqiif 
beauties than rcgula/ iymmetry ; they fUpr 
plied the want of this latter by noble piles 
of biiiidings^ by richneis, by beautiful parts, 
and by impreflive effccJt, Were tb^ wrong 
in this idea ? The queftion 'is of ^oniid^rabU 
magnitude. However this may be, and 
whatever compoied the remaindier qf the an^ 
cient town of Ombos, it could not but qfier 

*a very majeilic view when entire ; fince^ di- 

» 

Ms lapldatcc^ 
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lapidated as it is« and encuQibered with vile 
huts, the forms of beauty which it diiplays 
produce a moft magic pidure of fpleadid 
ruin to the beholder. 

The next day I was more fortunate 2 we 
anchored oppoiite the large quarries of free^ 
ftone cut in the mountains, which formthte 
banks of the Nile here on either iide. > This 
ipot is called Gebel Silfilis, and is fitoated , 
between Etfu and Ornbos. The ilone of 
thefe quarries being of an equal grain and 
uniform texture throughout, blocks miay be 
cut out of them as large as cau be defired ; 
and it is doubtlcfs to the beauty and unaltera^ 
bility of this material, that we owe the vafi: 
fizeand fine prefervation of the. monuments 
which arQ our admiration lat the prefeiijt 
time, fb many centuries after the.date of their 
conftrudlion. l^rom the itnmcafc excaya- 
tions, and the quantity of fragments which 

inay 
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nay itiU^be.ieca m thefe quames^ ifre inagr 
luppoie that they were worked- forfobu. 
Ihouiands of years ; and they alone mig^ 
have fupplied the materials employed for th^ 
greater part of the monuments qf Egypt. 
The diftimce woald> in fad, prove noch^ 
ik9c\c to the working <^ thefe quarries, imoe 
the Nile, during its inundation, would coh^ 
iiantly come and float the boats wluch weft 
loaded during the dry feaion, and carry them 
to the place of their di^i9itoatio|i« ; . . ? 
The mmia of eici^i^ iDmmisraitafliMng 
tihe .Egyptians, ihcHTS it&l£ on every ^Me in 
thefe .quarries ; i^hicfa , after hayiog* fitfiuAed 
materials for theiencdicm qf templea, were 
themiclves coniecxated by monumisnfes, aasd 
decorated wkh irdigiqus edifices* On the 
0iore of the Nile may be ieen porticoes with 
eolumns^ enta^atures, and coraiees, oovered 

« 

with hieroglyphics, all cut out of the foiid 

M 4 rock; ' 



fM|; «nd Ukewiica hrm v m A er of ^91^ 

■tfi iioUowed mt of the mnmtaiii. TheCt 

^» • ••■•*•. 

IvHnbs •» ftiU very carious^ though tbcjrart. 
dUWIgitrfed ^vvith trendiM and :^iiUnQi« 
.. In fereral iof tfade tombs fnutf priTHtQ 
dMuabeas 09 £biuid> many of \^ich contain 

. * • • • 

lofge Staled £gaties; thde chumberft «ro 
adorned mth bievoglypbics tmoed on tba 
fock^ and ter flinnatcd wkb o^lowed iiaoocH 
fepMf^tkig oooftaatly. offisnogft of hreaA^ 
^ts, Uquonf> A>mhy $oc. > <Pbef oeiiiqgs, oUb 
fff' Amoo/ ose oroamcnted witfti painted ibolls 
in M .eunifite talfte ; the iflftoT' is. ivimi with 
a vMHlnr of toiiii>B of tlieiamc dimonfions 
ondfoim as are .given lollm'taic&Gif osooen 
nne^aod equal m numbq' to the &iilptii9c4 
Ilgnrfii:' thofethat to^fcA rhfir larfefmall 
i^fuare beards^ with 'a/jieadndreA hanging 

behind ovet the ihadders; the inromea hai^ 

f ■ . ■ • 

(hb fame drcfibs^ imt ialHng dovm in 6ont 

over 
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ffbKt their nainai nrcios. ThcSt latter acQ 
am>n»l7 n,.efe.t^«<d| one »„, pdfi., 
"fiitiiin the arm of ti)b figon: beiidc them; 
and the other hol<£n^ a iotusfiowec, a-^la»C 
of Achepon^ th^s emblem of deaths I'hc 
^mbs that cpnlai» bat « finglt figure are 

iprJohab\Y ttn^fe df men wtio have died* in 

» 

pdibacf i inhere tks^ee aw contafi|iei|, tbca^ 
reprefeni: |>erliaps a hoftand who had twa 
y^irei, €ith<st e^lfiK^ The 

icce& t6 thefe tombt being alf^s fnadft 
by vfolfettce, Icanld nc^: obtewre^ tew diey 
were inten^c^ to open and OtixM [ ali thfit I 
co^ld diii^guiih in the fmgmentr that re« 
m^ined wasj tba^C^ t$ic dp^^^^^^ ^^ deco* 
rated with jambs covered with hierogly^ktty 
91SA ittrmounted wkh ^Mroping, whicfh farms 
a eotniee, and an entablature on ^hidi a 
winged globe is always fculptmred. i» 

On ehe fide df theie doors L have often 

•■ > . >< » • '• , - ^ 

met 
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awtrwith the figure k£ a waman in the at-^ 
^tude of grief; perhaps a widow lainenting 
the lo& of her huihond. This is rtpre^ 
iented at Fig. 4. Plate LIL 
' The choice of this iitufition for the habi- 
taticms of the dead, ihews, that at all times 
in Egypt, the iiknce of the dcfcrt has been 
die afylum of deadi, £nce even now the 
Egyptians carry their dead into the defert 
three. leagues from their habitaUons, ;thatthe 
drynefs of the iahds may preicrve them fiom 
corruptioii; and they go thither every weel^ 
to ^ pray over theie tombs. I h^d hardly 
drawn the moft iuterefting 0f theie quarries, 
when a favourable wind iummoned' us oi) 
board. 

^ :In\ approaching Efiielr -we again foun4 
«rQCQ#i^s : they are not to be fecn at Syene, 
but re-appear above the catarafts : they lee» 
to prefejt certain ifeaches of the. riv!er, 9nd 

parti- 
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p^rticiilvly from Tentyra /to Ombos ; tbcy 
abound mbft of all near Hermontes. We 
here faw three of them; one, much Iwge? 
than the reft, was nearly twenty tSvc feet 
long ; they were all aflcep, lb that we could 
approach them within twenty paces, and 
we had time^ to diilinguifh all the pecu* 
liarities which give, them fuch a hideout 
aipect : they reiembled difqiouhted cannon. 
I fired on one with a heavy muf^uet, the 
ball flruck him and rebounded from his 
fcales ; he m;adc a leap of ten feet^ a^d df ved 
into the river. 

Four leagues ihort of £fneb, I faw a qua^f 
faced witK.ftone,^ on the edge of. the riveri 
and two hundred yards further was a pyra- 
midal gate much in ruins, along with iij^ 
columns of the portico and gallery of a tern* 
ple> which muft hav$ been dedicated to 
Chnubis. We had a good wind^ and it 

would 



irould have been a ecime of treaiba agiinfl 
the ierviee toteqaeft a delay for the purpoie 
of making a drawings ib that I eouM only 
take a fketeh of it a^ we pafled by. 

Half a league lower we faw four other 
^n^ocodiies* 

At day-break we arnved at fifneh. tin 
landing { heard the drum$ beat to muf^r 
the fnrces. I had had ahready enough of 
trayeRing by water, ^ that m ten minutes 
after^tttng foot on ihore ! was on hodc^ 
faaek, turning my back oq ApolUnopqtis and 
jpatopolis^ XQ^y particulars of which I Ml 
bad to examine* But fuch ^a$ the {rhancc 

p£ war ; and % ought to think myfelf vcijr 

• . *. . *' 

hap{iy tliat the obftinacy of Mur^ had 
cauied nie to viiit S^c^e* He appear^ to, 
have had no other plan than that of con^ant 
perfcverance, following everyday the impul/fe 
of the moment, and the event qf circuni- 
Aances. 
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^he co^itioti of the beys w» alr^adjr 

broken ; Sotyman had vemaihed at Deir ^ 

ASaLti^ i^itb forty Mamelukes^ had Separated 

from Murad as high as £fneh> and had gone 

lip ftill higher to Etfu ; all the iheiks on the 

left fide muft have parted from him lowei* 

down ; and Murad himfclf, left alone with 

his three hundred Mamelukes, had been 

bbout to defcend below Siut, but being met 

at Suhama/ below Girgeh, by General 

Friand> who had broken the aflcmbly of 

troops^ which he was again coUeding^ he 

took the road to Eluah. one of the oales/ 

where he remained, waiting to fee what 

chance might turn out in his favour. There 

had been two adlions between the Mecca 

foldicrs and General Friaind on the left bank/ 

between Thebes and Kotts ; fix hundred of 

thefe adventurers had periflied in the tw;o 

encounters ; but it was faid that the fiieref 

of 
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of Mecca himfclf Was' adyancihg with iuc 
thoufand troops to Join the ci^t or nine 
hundred that reniatned out eft the firfi: 
cruiade.' ' 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Arrival at Hermontis — Vifit the Necropolis if 
Thebes — Arrive at Kous — Capture of the 
Flotilla by the Meccatis — Battle of Benhute 
— Fortrefs fiormed — Critical Situatidn of 
the French Army — Reach Keneh— Attempt 
tofurprtfe the Enemy — Retreat of the Ma^ 
melukes into the Defert — Nevo Pofition of 
the Army. 

\T 7E arrived at Hermontis in the mom* 
ing of the 4th of March. We there 
halted, in order to procure intelligence of 
the Mamelukes, the Meccans, and the 
feveral detachments of our army, which was 
at this moment diftributed over a confider** 
able extent of country. 

1 ' Haying 
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Having already feeti thfe temple hore^ I 
vfai reduced to a iecond vifit to the hiertsU 
glyphics> and I took dr^v^Ingi of all thofe 
that Appeared td me the mt>(l iiieful tb.be 
prfeiented to4he reiearcbes of the leamfed od 
tny return. (See Plate LX. Figs. 2, 3^ 4; 
ud 5.) 

I had now a better bpportuhil^ of eb^ 
ierving the iite of the ancient town; whicli 
had hjd a wall of fcircumTalladon^ and 
ierenil temj^es; -But for ever temples ! hdr 
a fingle public edifice^ riot a iingle.houie^ nof 
even royal palace> "^hich had been able to 
rciift the rarage* of time t What then were 
the pcdplc, and who the fovefeignis ? It 
ihould fcem th^t the formfcr were compofed 
bf ilaves, th6 latter pious. leaders^ and th$ 
pncfb humble and hyppcntical deipot^; coxi^ 
trealmg their tyranny froni the people by th(^ 
name of a vain mohartbj and po^^ng ^ 
• 8 ihe 
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the fcience that was then known, which 
they wrapped up in emblem and myHcry, 
to put a barrier between them and the peo- 
ple. The king was fervcd by priefts, coiih* 
&lled by priefti, fed by them, inftnidkcd by 
them ; ev«y morning, aftpr having dreffed 
him up, they read tb him the duties of a 

fovereign towards his people, aiid towards 

his reiligibn ; they then led him to the teiii-. 

pie ; and the reft of the day, like the doge of 

Venice, he was never without fix counfel* 

lorsi who ftill, wexfe pricfts. With fuch pre- 

tautiofis, they txiight perhaps bfc tolerably 

fccure of never having a viery bad king ; but 

what was the gain for the people, if the 

pricfts fupplied his place ? The only two 

fovereigns who, according to hiftpry, dared 

to fliake off the yoke, were Cheops and Ce- 

phrencs> who (hut up the temples for twenty 

years; but thefe were regarded as impious. 

Vol. }L N and 
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and rebdiious piinces, and were tteorded as 
iaph in the annals which the priefts .cpsir^ 
poied and handed down to pofbcrity^. . . 
- The palace with a hundred chamhersi the 
qnly pakce mentioned in the hiftor^ qS 
Egypt, was the week of a Bew Ibria qf g9^ 
femment, in which the pxiefb coidd. lio 
longer poiie/s. the fame influ/mce. The 
' famous canals, of which hifiory ipcaks &i 
' pompottft)r, have preferred no m^gsi&eenoBj 
hav« nctther caufeways nor flmces^ aftd tfc^ 
onbjT fkcings and quays thalt I h^ve met vy^ 
on the hanks of t^ N)l$ are yeiy tiifling 
works^ compared to thofe coloflal 9iid im« 
mortal temples,: whoie prccioj^s occi:q;Nk<i 
a wry large proportion of the Ipace included 
within the walls that furroiinded t|^e towi^ 
Hie jefuits of Paragytay, pQrh^p?, . might; 
have let us into the fecrct of the fyH^m oi" 
theog:atic donunioii; and m thi« cafe X 
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xhbuld fee in the rich country of* Egypt tio^ 
thifttg but k glootoy and myfterious govern** 
tnent^ weak krngs> and ^ fed unhappy pfeoplft 
On the 8th we fet out oh imr hiarch to 
^ecft Ofman-Bey, who, we were Informed^ 
Was to pafs the Nile at Iteneh. I had again 
the mort^cation of croiiing the ground oc* 
cupied by the ancient Thebes, with ftill lefi 
oj^rtunity of examining it than at firfti 
without measuring a fifi^e eohittin, without 
tikkihg a iingle iketch, without approaching 
^ finglc monument:, w6 followed thfc courfe 
bf the Nile, avoiding both the temples of 
Medinet-Abu, the Memnottium,the temples 
k)f iCumu, which I pelTcd on my left, and 
thoie of Luxor and Kamak on my right-^ 
-ftili temples^ — ^nothing but temples J and not 
«i vcftige of the hundred gates fo celebrated 
in hiftory j no walb, quays, bridges, baths, or 
ttheatres ;.iiot a fingle edifice of public utility 

N 2 or 
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or convenience: notwithftanding all thtf 
^ins ^hich I took in the refearchj I could . 
find nothing but templesj walls covered with 
obfcure emblems, and hieroglyphics^ which 
attefted the afcendency of the priefthood, 
whp ftiil feemed to reign over thcfc mighty 
ruins^ and whofe empire conftantly haunted 
my ima^nation. 

The fpace occupied by this incoxppre- 
heniible town^ now infolds fQur villages and 
afi many hamletSj which appear thinly feat* 
tered over Taft fields; as a few wild ihdots 
xccall ,to the pailcnger the exiilcnce of fbme 
ftately tree, celebrated by the majefty of its- 
ihade> or the abundance of its fruit. Quitr 
.ting with regret this famous difl:ri<S, wc halt- 
ed in the village on the welt fide, the quarter 
of the* ancient necropolis, where I agdiji 
.found the . inhabitants of Kumu difputing 
our entrance into the tombs, which they hAd 

takers 
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taken as their aiyhim. We muft liave killed 
them before we could perfuade them that 
we did not mean them any harm^ and we 
had not time to enter into diipute; we 
therefore contented ourfclves with blockad- 
ing the openings^ whilft we took a fhort re- 
paft on the <pot, and I took advantage of this 
halt to finifc' my drawing of the defcrt, and 
th€ outer view of thtfe habitations of the 
d^ad. (Sec Plate XXI. Fig. 2.) 

Towards the evening one ofour^pics gave 
us notice^ that the ^Idiers ^rom Mecca^ 
united to Ofman-^Bey^ were entrenched* at- 
Benhute, . three leagues before Keneh> whefe 
diey were waiting for us : he told us further,, 
that they had artillery wkh 4hem> and that 
they were determined on hofttlities, and ^n 
taking the chance of a l»^ttle ; and ,added^ 
. that they had flo]^d ieveral of our barks on 
the Nile ; and after an obftinate iromb^t^ in 

N 3 which 
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which ' man J gf the peafants and Meccano 
had been kiUc4» the French had been wer^ 
powered by nurnben^ and had been all mai^ 
facred* We fl^t on the bank^ of the rvrcr^ 
an^ ^^ ^^. ^^ ^ paiTed before we could^ 
come up with the enemy ; fo we waited for 
our \fSLTks to coipe up« We ibon were con^ 
Tincedf beyond a dqubtj that wc were fcoi 
by the enemy from the c^|>oiit^ ihore^ for wt^ 
perceived §rmed:horf^n^cci coaftantly pa0iog 

and repaiBng. Wc then marched back to 

.■'*.. ' » "• ■ -. • . ■ ' 

me^ <mr convoy, which we ibcj^ joined; 
and a>U the r^fl pf the d^ was employed in 

the paiTjige of the river> which we made 

, . • • • ■ ' 

good at J^l Kamoutch- On the loth we^ 
«fi.,nca oiT mwch, «d « our Mri«l .t 
K^u3f the report which, we had heard in tkt 
cy^^^>3g WfMi confimoted. 

KoU9« which ibpiace^^t the. entrance or 
thf <)p^«\ing of Ac deierl. Vfhidk -leads to. 

* Berenice 
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iterefiice.aiid Cofleir^ is ftill beantifhl oil th# 
ibtith iide. Its imrnenfc plantations of mea 
|olis> and its llumerous and abundsint ^tN 
dens^ muli: make it appear delicious to tfa« 
inhaUtants of the ihores of the Rtd Sea^ ta\d 
to the thitfty trav£llei% who ^avejuft crofied 
the defert* It has fucceeded to the coitimetce 
And catholic eftabliihment of Copth(!» ; fof 
the Copts are dill its moH ntuneroiais iki*^ 
iiAbitants. Their 2eal Induced them to come 
find give us all the intelligenctt whidh they 
had been Able to col}e4l> and they acconi* 
|>anied u$ in petibnj and fotlo'tved us \iith 
their good wilhes to the very confines of thei# 
ferritofy. I w^4 flruck \vith the £neere ift-^ 
terefb which the fheik exprefled fo^ our fete^ 
Who, believing that v^e were matching on to 
f^rtain death, gave us th€ moil cil-curtiilHtt^ 
0al advice, without concealing ffoiti ^ any 
pf- tlie dangdts to which we ^(tm tssj^cA, 

N 4 ad vifed 
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« 

adviied us with great judgment on eveiy 
particular which could render the encounter 
leis fatal to us> followed us as far as he could* 
and parted from us with tears in his eyes.- 
Deiiux had before been a week at Kous^ and 
had feen much of the iheik ; and the tender 
intereft which the lattei:, (hewed for us, was 
the natural refult of the favourable opinion 
which he mud have formed of the Ccanjc an^ 
communicative jdifpoiition of our leader^ and 
of that mild and unvarying Equity which; 
afterwards obtain/cd for him the title of the, 
Ju/l; the moft honourable appellation which 
could be obtained by a conqueror and a 
Granger, arriv^ in an enemy's poultry oiv 
purpoiie to make war. 

We took bpt little heed of the battle 
iriiich it was faid our boats had been en^ged 
])ii and we were far from having a juft idea^ 
9f the importaQC<e of the intelligence givei^ 
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US. We were' now but four) leagues offtht 
^iiemy ; an hour after our march throu^ 
Kousy we obfcrvcd, at the^ foot of the dcfert, 
the ruins of Copthos^ famous in the fourtik 
eentury by its commerce with the eaft : no- 
lAxing of its ancient fplehdour can^ be diil^ia* 
guiihed ; but the extent of the heaps o£ ruins 
with which it is iurrounded/ points out that 
of the fitc of die ancient city. All that ie^ 

» 

mains of the old town^ is as dry and uxiin*^ 
liabited as the dfiert, on the border of whidk 
k. is iituated. ^ 

We were fcarcely paft Copthos^ when we 
were inforrned that the enemy had beguifr 
their mdrch; we halted^ and after a i}igfaat 
repafty ^eiiaaaed our coude to meiet then^} 
We foon perceived Jtheir ftandards; which 
were diftributed oygr more thai;i a league oC 
ground; we continued to advance in tbo 
order th%t we had firft taken, db^t is to iay; 

a fquaie 



A fquaie bottafiont ^flanked frith a (ingtfr 
diree-pdundier fidil-pxcce^ and fifteen ca** 
^ralry; hk looked like a iitigle point coming 
acrois a line. We ibon Heard the fliouts of 
the enem)ry and we came to adton at a vilr 
lage, whic^ 0ie e^ctremity of their line had 
ju^ occupied; we detached our mark&ien» 
lirho immediately ^ere dofely e|:^aged wit^ 
Hhtm; but> notvrithftanding feveral ihot fromr 
ouf field-^l^i.ece, they did not give tvay, fo5 
their ra(h Valour fupplied the want c£ fiiffi«t 
cient arms« After thiis advajiced body ha^ 
t^en cut to pitcei^i rather than routed^ wq 
|b<ind fxiore tefiftanc^ in the yillag6s> wherja 
the en<emy wel« more on an equahty witb 
ud| by haying fome fire^^arms, and the. prof 
tedion of walls ; we however repul&d thei))' 
as (u back hs another village^ a quarter of ^ 
league farther ' ofF, At this momeftt the 
Mamelukes began to {Miradebefofe vis, lu^ 

to 



Iff make a feipt of cfaatging our tight/to di^ 
Mrt U9 £tom ^pmiinng ^ advantage that wa 
^ad juft gained iQver their ally : hommctj wa 
marched ftraight up to them, widi6ttt dtf^ 
continuing the engagement with the Mee-^ 
cans: our determined advatice, and feme 
difcharges of cannon, delivered us froip the 
Mamelukes, who were not {o much in eameft 
as the Meccans, and only wiflied to try if 
the number and valour of their allies would 
compel us to detach againft them fo many 
of our men a9 would weaken our gmnd 
^uare^ and allow them to charge us with 
advantage* Having dtflodged the iniantry of 
our enemy from the fecond village^ we Cam^ 
to ki fmall plain before Benhuta, where we 
knew that th<s greater body of the etiemy 
was entrenched, and to which all the fugi**' 
tives had retired. We expeded to have a 
|»loody battle, but npt to be catuionaded id 

2 form 
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ibrm by a battery wbich fired b6Ch grafie 
«od builets> wbidi reached our iquare^ and 
f yen went beyond us. I now faw death 
doie at my fide ; in the ihort tinke of ten 
minutes that we ftopped^ three perfbns were 
killed whilft I was fpeaking to them. I 
(lated no longer to fpeak to any one, for the 
U& was (brack by a balU which we both &w 
coming up ploughing the ground before k/ 
liad appearing to be almoft ipent. My friend 
lifted up hh foot to let it pais him> when a 
fudden leap of the ball ifaruek him on the 
heel> and tore the mu&ks of his kg, making 
f wound which the next day proved fstai - to 
thifi young officer^ as we wanted the nece^ 
6JV)r inftruments for amputations. 
. W^ fancied that> according to tbe cuftom 
^ the countrys their unmounted pieces wera 
capable but of one dire<^ion: we were> 
|^we\^r>npt a little furpriied> pi) perceii^ing 
I that 
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that^beir balls followed our movements, fo 

as to dblige us to quicken our pace in poft^" 

ing ourfelves in front of the village, whem 

we maintained tlie a<^ion, -while the caifabii^ 

niers and chaileurs proceeded to turn tbeii^ 

battery, and to carry it at the bayonet'^ 

point. . The moment the drums betft td 

charge/ the Mamelukes came forward to th<s 

attack of our carabiniers^ wbtf, after httVing 

received them with a difcharge of mufketryi. 

by which they were repulft^, 'ftormed and 

carried the battery, making a general mai^ 

facre of all all thofe who fervcd thp guns.' 

Thefc guns were French; and were fo\iA4 

on infpe^ion to have belonged to the^ Itaitie^^ 

the commodore's bark of our flotilla. We 

were in hopes that after this impottant cap*' 

ture the battle would' terminate, by tiic diP 

person or flight of the army of Mecc^ns : tf 

part of this^ anny, however, nqfamtaihed iti 

f . . ground 



am tllAVBt.8 IN BGTPT.. 

» 

git)und for i confidctaUc time in^a fm^i 
grove of palm«*trees ; ivhilft the other part; 
which was fliU ihore numetbus, made a 
kiad of f etreatt which we dared hot harafs^ 
fince; iiifhedevcr we pafled beydad the 
tiiicket9 and encloicd grounds. to make k 
h^id movemehtj thb Mamclukct; by Vhom 
wr were eonibntly daoked^ hid it in tbeic 
|K^w«r t<> luttaok and dnve m bftcki. Itwaa 
therefore neceflaiyto march ki order of bat^ 
ties and with the tioops formed ^ receivf 
tiiem^ Durii^ iU hovirs we had been vm^ 
ceaiin^y engaged with an enemyt iindifcU 
pUned it i$ tiue» btitbrate^ fonattOi and of 
t«nf<;|doiir number^ who attacked .with f^ry 
and' mide an obftinate ref^anee, nerer tt- 
tJ«ftting nnle^ in a body, in&iibnch, tbst it 
became neceffiiry to cui off iit detaild^ dc- 
tachment3[ aa tfaey advanced. Worn OQt^ 
ind' puM^ wttb.tfaib Cirkrteie beati .we 
i : : ^ ftopped 



Ifef^ed a moment tx> tajtc bteoth. We were 
utterly deftita^e of water, of whicln we never 
h*i ^tood fo much in need. I recoiled find* 
uig, In the heat of the a^on, a jug of water 
at the extremi^ of a wall^ and thafi fio<t 
bavii]^ time to drink, I pour eid the water 6A 
sny bofom, to allay the burning heat by 
which I was t<>rmented. 

So Jong as our enemies kept pofleflSbxi- 
of their batteries, they retreated confidently^ 
having frefli fupplies of men on whom tx) de- 
pend. We Were then of opinion that it 
was their intention to bring us, by a feigned 
retreat^ within the reach of thefc batteries. 
Bitt when they had loft theni, we confidered 
that, as the fmall wood to which they had 
retreated was become their laft and only 
point of defence, they would either tiy the 
chance of a deieifive action, or would fmm 

« 

aerofi the Niie> or, laftly,. wouJd join-thcr 

^&me- 
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MamcTulLes/ and di&ppear with themi whtc^ 
k was impc^bk for us to prevent. Ow 
dtawing hear to .the wood^ wc pfcrccivcd,^ 

■ 

however, that . it contained a laf ge vHlage^'. 
with a fortrefa belonging to the Mamelukes/ 
provided with baftion; atiid battlements^ the' 
approach to which wias retibdered ftill morer 
difficult, as the enemy were provided witl> 
arms and ammunition o£ every description^ 

which' we found to have bdlosged to us,< 

• • • 

both by the diitance the balls Were ientj and; 
by the bj^ls themfclves. We were employed- 
£)r upwards of two hours hi atta;c]dng this 
fortreis pn every fide, without bping aWe 
to find any point from wh^cb thoe^smy did^^ 
not affail us fupqefefuUy. We had fixty. 
jdctcn killed, and as many wounded* On the- 
approach of night we fet fire to the hou&s . 
in the vicinity, took poiTeffion qf a moQiue^ 
cut off the enemy's retreat by the Nile, andr 

' , endea-. 
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^t^bdrntouf^d td mount afrcfii tbe gatis vn 

kkd decapttured* Oa tihoebr iuk^ the befi^cd; 

Vtm enfiployed ia ^ognsentmg the immlttt 

't>f tkeir battlements^ ia conftniAiiig low 

bi^eteries^ and in pointing giins w*kids rii^ 

liad not «8 yet Wov^ht into ufe. Sefcral 

fpQsdantSy' whidi had dkaptd hotkBtam tibe fifo 

oT tbe befiegets and £torn ijiat of d!ie b6? 

1^ged, fofond their irajr to usj; and infbf med 

VLB, that oi the day after the departxiro oC 

''QmleraJI; Ddlaut in piir&ut of Miirad*Boy> 

tbi& ^^^bteaiiap wiw had tecc»tly quitted ttM 

^c&rt> attacked the Ifalk and the flotilla nn^ 

^er her pfote^ion ; and that, after a ierere 

cohfHA o£ twenty honr9> the crew of. the 

<xmiiiiadoi[fe*8 bark bad run her aground^ aad» 

fr0to an apprehcnficm of being boarded had 

^fid: iifc to hor^ and gone on board the fin9l| 

tetka. ' That having been prevented by a 

^Edr 'of wind ham kee{aing out to iea, and 

Vol. IL O bdng 
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being tfxhaufted by the nombers atid impe-** 
taiofifcjr of the ailatiaats, the whole of tfaefe 
Tinfertiiiiatc men had been killed* Theyr 
addedv that fince that time the M^ccana had 
been employed ki eoUdfting aU the mean^ 
i^ack and. defence vnth which theic 



conqueft iitpplied themL . That they had 
fbnk one of out vefleb, to fofce ait thoie who 
ihouki navigate dte river to pafi vrithinr 
teach of their battery; imd had thus ren^ 
dered ^mielves miafters of the Nile. And^ 
isftly, that, notwithftan^ng all the laSs^ 
they had fuftained in mdn^ tb<ey were t^ 
ttry numerous ' aoid vei^ refelute. * 

At^ay^break we began to bltdcr iSke for-* 
lirefi with a view of makings a breach : iia 
it was, however, conftruded of unbaked 
bricks/i^ck bullet fimply made a h^, witfaM 
tDUt bringing dow!t any part of the buUd-^ 
The fiames at tha iame time coade 
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tfo pro^eia on account of the court-yard* 

, . • ■ 

'iJrtiich ieparated the principal building frbni^ 
die circumvallatioii. At nine iti the mortis 
ihg this; Maihelukes advanced with their ci- 
inel8> %s if with a view to throw fuccouts 
ihto tHfe placie. , A party was icht out againib 
^ them, and they retreated aftdr a flight re*^ 
iiifiance; General Beliard^ percfeiving thit 
^c refult of the ^alliativfe naeans which 
had hitherto bebn employed had been a lo& 
of time^and of nieri, gave orders' for aik 
a^tdt, Wmch was given aiid receired v^th 
iSmkampled valour. The firft circumvalht* 
tioh was opened undbr the-eneittyVfoe; 
dnd, , hotwithftahdthg the inceffitnt dif- 
charges of rtufquctry of the befiegcd, - by^ 
i^honi a fortie was madCy combuftible mat^* 
V^rsYfttc iiitroducbd which arihtiyed them 
in their retreat. One of their magazines 
l>lew up> and the flames extended them- 

O 2 felves 



fchcs. iu every dircdiott, A^ tbcy twEeifc 
ifdjthout watery tbejr cxtingaiflied the fate 
with their feet and hand^^ and eveaendea^ 
you^ed to {mother it bj throwing t)iem&lve» 
On. it. They were feen^ black and naked> 
nmniDg throug/i the flame»^ and reiewbUiig^ 
fb many devda la hell : I could iiot vUw- 
them without an onotian of haizor bfendfvl 
vitibi admicatioxt. Intervals of tranqmil^r 
fkqceededf during ivbich a Ibtitarj ^omq^ 
was h^ardi which was spf^red by fyftA 
hy^ns and warlike &oute. TlH^ ^c»^ 

n^d oo us %m alt fidesi aofcwithftmdwe 
the. ce;taiaty of deaths 

Towards the clofc of th$ cmmg wcr 
%rmpd ; and this operi^ioh wais loug €^4 
teiti|ik^^. Tmce we penetrated iiPklotl)«-ifv^ 
t^ioaj ^; thp fortrei^, and twi«e w« we»e 
^'Wm fromi thisrnce. t was not fo nmofai 
tofri&sd J>y tkt. k>^wo fuftainedi a^ by t^e 
' . : rcfledion 



wfle Aion« that itt Had frelh efforts to itiAkk 
■agajnft an enemy whom wt conH not it*- 
tittaidate. I knew befides, that ivt were r<>. 
idticfe^ -to -our hft box of CartridgftJ. In dft 
lAttet of thefe two iittcttipts to ftorito, Qs^ 
*imi Buliiot^ an officer of difting«iflied 
bravery, but raf(h, heedlefe, and imprudiiW, 
perilhed. fcEavihg a foi-ebodihg ctf his ap** 
ptbbchirtg diffolution, he drew mc towai'ds 
■him, jfijueeled my hand, and badfe ttitf ^ 
mournftil adieu. A mometxt after, I faw him 
dtaggihg himfclf along oh his hands And feet, 
and fendeatouring to fitatch, himfeirftom tb^ 
jaws oT death. 

When night drew on, hoftilities 'were 
ftilpertded. As we had been engagfed during 
tvw diiys, it ^*wis necel&Ty to take a littk 
Ijreath. 

Pflmful duties fuceeeded to the dangets 
9f the f ombat We heard the crifes of the 

Pa woundcdj, 
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wounded^ to whom we had no remedies t^ 
ildminiflpr^ and o^ whom wcf oquld noat 
perforni the ipoft urgent opftations for want 
of inilniments. Qur lofies in me^ li^ \ipcn 
very oonfiderab^e^ ^^^9 ^^ f^ ^P^^Y 
enemies tp fub^ue. The neceffity offpaxix^ 
•ur gallant ; troops made us fubftitute to a^ 
lUittack by ftorm the expedient pf fetticg ^ . 
to the * enemy V l>ui][ding6. For ^his pi^VQP^^ 
two fires ^ere ^indled ; pofts were ilation&d 
at all the avenues ; and thefe pofb were re« 
liered from tin^e to time to render the dutv 
lefs ievere. .As. our danger required an ex- 
adneis of fcrvice and difcipliney t^e trex^s 
rcpofed in battle array. Xoward« the mr|idle 
of the night, anafi, followed by a (he-ai^^ 
^tered the quarters at full fp^ed. |n a mor 
ment every one was up and at his pofl, ami4 
^ filcnce and a good or^cr as il;nking ^ the 
occa^on was ridiculoys. / 



^ An unfbrtiuiate Coptic biftiop« a prifimef 
inthe fortrds, made hiseicape, under Iheiter 
of the Idarkhe& of the night, with a few 
^llowf^, and> having been espied 4n hb 
flight to the fire of our advanced pbib^ reach--' 
^ jus« covered >vith wounds and contuiions. 
After having taken fome refrelhments, he 
entered into . a detail of the hprrcvs frony^ 
-y^hich he had juil efcaped. During the laft' 
^elye hour;, t^ bedegpd. had been without 
welter; their walls were heated through; 
thc)r fwoUen, tongues thxked up the paflage 
gt thr .air; aoid, an; ihort^^^their fituatiom 
liva#:tefribie. in nadi^^ a few niintites after, 
^4 aB^hptlr before the^busak of day, thirty 
of th^* beCif g^d who wese tbe^lbeft armed, 
forced 9 pa£&g^ thfongh^xMie of oinr advanced 
l^ils. At dayrbi^ettk our troops entered by 
ijaic bieacjb^s the £ie had made, and put to 
^e fwo|d thoic whp, notwithftanding they 
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^cf, ; ;Wi« brought tor tike, gencnb Mie Was 
[a f^ f«r^kB»i2»te» ^nt m emieavonriii^ to 
^tffofi to &fit bimrcl^, his ikin cradk«d in 

tvfif-: flH*» ^*- ^fc" ftid kn, ** 1 am broagfct 
'.M)it^ to, bA kiUai« I bog^ that ;]K>u wiQ, 
'' hi¥^W ;M> put me out lof tay miievy.' ' H« 

* » r • 

^ nMifi^v iipdi^U ^ deqp an ^rpK^kn 4^ ginef), 
tjivit } fidt Mt eftecai both^^ one and die 
ptlMHr*( Tl« duuds fay vvetvcb-'dittifl^ 

i||f«9^wa464. «inil4 not ^w «^ ^ « Jnor 

• ■* • ... , ^ ^ 

Heiiredfiir bko^akma^ lMr~viewei bim; and 

.. » * ■ . ■ ^ ' '^ ' 

c«ul4 ^« no o^er objcd* ^Wbat kielts! 
1k>w ^ttfkr tnd Jww d8c{i^ a iMliacliolTt: 
Howgwdixaofi ht hare bM!i> wbo-was ^Aital 

" * " • •• • 

cb^|!iAiedby.fa)»&ive! Hcmmr^ d«pIoiabk^ 
hisi U>tr I «c«iM not help fxvPpM bim wke- 

was 
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liras thm bdovc^.' Rcctimtig to irhy owji 
^biatioti, f faid to myfclf:— To fetisfy ati 
idle and Tain curibiity^- here I am, at the 
^iftance of a thottfentj Icagute ftom l?fance; 
iqiTpptided by my valiant countrymen, 
tmoog T^hoija ! feek a friend. Yefterday I 
'Was in Ae company of warriors, *Whofe ex-; 

e^ent cjualittes I efteemed, an4 vvhofe tranf^ 

♦ .1 • . , 

Cendant Vrarery:! admired: to^4?y I attend 
their funeral; and to-morrow lihall: abandon 
flieir remains on the fhran^ finl to whieh 
nty ill fated 'fli^^ h^ve ihawii me. It was^ 
liutjuft now Itbat a? yonng:iiiaiii rqjIctewitH 

health and coitrago^^bcavedtiie enemy; if^rfaoin: 

• « ■ . •. » 

he tva» abdufr to combat. > . 1 iaiv^ turn attadt 
•wherd thr daingcr was the. moflrimmincnt 5 
I &w him fall; ^n^ I heard the accents of 
grief which fuccecdcd the exprejSions of his 
vaiopous impetuofity. He called in vidn ; 
and ?ts he draped htmfelf! along, the fire 

commu- 
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communicated to the cartridges bf had abou^ 
Jiim. His body and limbs wore niutilated by. 
the csLploiiQn ; but ilill his voice was h^^ardv 
l,iaw him expire ; and tQ*morrow^— to*mor* 
rovr the poil he held will conible for his lois 
^e coinpanion by whom he is to be fiic? 
needed. O fnan { horn what ibuxce do yoiV 
^f aw your virtues, if fuch ignoble paflions^ 
kirk in the mod honourable of aU pro&i^ 
Ifpml Tbi^ is a fr\iel fgotifm which jpisfop^ 
^une does not corred, ai^ which liecomes* 

^tTQciouSj^ f^9^!% t%^ ^^^JS9^ %)^^.^^ i^ to b^ 
Coacc^e<|. Ii% ^ ftate of ^arfiijjc it is bcft 
^prcQiatcc). audits terrible e^Ssxnorepfir* 
^ularly fidt. I^t 13s dirc<Et our view, ^ye- 
ever, to the advaotageous fide of the proT 

V 

; Pa the morning of the ?3d 9f h^ch. 
General Beliard had. the happineis to beftofw 
a pardct^i on thp prtfbn^rs heliad made^, amdn^ 
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hy difmifling them> to make them acquaint^ 
ed with our generoiity^ and with the difie« 
rence of out cuftoms. from theirs. Several 
of them, imprcfled with gratitude, and with 



jLears ip their eyes, aiked permlffion to {cX-i 
|ow us. 

The Mamelukes again made their apt 
pe^ranqe. Qn our going out to meet them* 
we found thaj: t|)is was a falfe attack which 
Jhcy had contrived^ to give them time to 
load th^ir carqels with water. As we h^ 
put an end to the iiege, we p\ufued them 

(o the 4ci5rf^^ ^}^^9 ^^ ^^ ^ opportunity 
to fee ^ thtiT fqrces coUe^ted togethqc, 
71^y confifted of a thouf^nd hor^, as many 
camels, ai^d about two thoufand fopt. , Thq 
f eft of their army W5|.^ ni^fle up of, the Mec-r 
pans, whom- they had fo perfxdiotrfly drawn 
' into their quarrel, and whom they afterwards 
fibandoncd in fo daiUrdly a way* We fan- 

cicd 
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cied ftt -firft tlmt thfey "vftrc abottt to pene^ 
tratc into the dcfcrt ; they, however, took 
up thtMr ftatioti <m the tiling grouhd, rega- 
ining tlieir movements by ours^ and having 
in their irat horiemen, who apprized them 
by /difcharges of mufketry of the halts vit 
made, as well as of pur advanees* We felt 
more than ever of how little utility it was t^ 
purfut them when t^ey would pot fight, 
)lAd how impoi}il4e it w^ to iiirprize t^em 
tn a country where i^ey had, an eadi Mt 
of the rivet, a retreat always open to them, 
and which would be lecured to them & long 
as they ihould i)e fpperiot in eavaliy, and 
flrould be able to protect th(SJr camck 1^ 
therefore gave up anufelcfs purfuit, and vety 
wifely returned to fecureand pfoted put 
barks. The terjiaiftdet of the d^y v^as fpttxt 
by tbe general in eolleA'Jng. together ^n^ 
putting on tjdard the ^ns, athmunition, Mi^ 

2 warlike 



> . .• 



It is n^^'imtll thefM^it^m n fi&ikm 
tfiq iick- mw. ^n^. theltviir tlb bfive< «ft^ 

t 

hmiiksd hh ikeng^* Whilh Cko enemy liad 

ir^d on ua iArilii anf own powderwKd ball^ 

\KC bad Bf>t eakailated hbsv mucb.dr thc& 

articles it waancceflkry taexpend^ to cadhiaiift 

or recover ivbatlnd bon taken from wr 

Beit; now that^we.weie rmore tfanquit, vm 

ttckcmfid an hundred and^iKty nasn in kflkd 

and wounded^ tkat is to &y^ that ttb had 

gamUed in a lotftcij! in* Which erei^ fomntia 

tksket was ajblank; ami we &tmd; tfaa^ 

haVing beenati:the axpenoe of Allying lUitb 

£des with ammunition, v^t had iearc^y 

emngh left to. ventiivs! on a oom fa a it ;- Laftly, 

vfo c6n£deved that the amaMRitioii viiAdtt 

iras to ftfpply our doofoinptioti had fceeli 

dfaftxoyed^ togather with Ulthoft hf ifAMm 

it 
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it v^^ gimfd^d ; ind that we were an Jiuii^* 
died and fifty leagues from Cairo, where aoi 
Ikec6flittes wer6 altogether iinkfloWn; Dur- 
ing a confii A df three flajs ahd tw6 nights, I 
toiftd ifcjt fufficientlj^ admire the coofnefi 
and intrepidity of Oenetal -Beliatd ; and t 
was notlefi c&fied by his intelligence in dicf 
admiiiiftratibn of aiikirs during' die interval 
which . foUpwed ihii dniBi&, lefsr briHiant 
m its nature. than it waa perilonsu * Th<d 
fli^ifieft mifcoadiict Wonld Ikvc put ther 
finifinng-firoketii the miiifortunc of the loft 
«£ mu Aeeb, a &&fteri which. Usr ptudetit in-' 
^llxgeftee could aot' repair, btit tbs wdrft 
CQQ&^mces of. :vfhich^ it hbd . at - kitft : tbef' 
<|fc»( of averting; • , 

; WMktlK:£d:e.af iiichdf the ibhafiitaittis» 

«C-9<Mih«t.«sib«d lecuutacd <]«&% there wi^ 

i«a(i<r !^^iiffiotu.8s-«!clias.tkit.Q^tho& wW 

Mjlledi-il ivasxLptailittle. fuxpriied at^d'^ 

I ing. 
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ihg, at the pofts we occupied- in ibd vill^e^ 
ieveral women Ih the company of oar foL 
diers/ whofe e^e and gaiety I totifidered zi 
Hxi illufiohl I etitild fitft pd^ade n^felf bKit' 
that they were faniilia* wkh ctar ladttguagcf; 
Each of them had ma^e her choice -^tAyi 
and they all appeared perfcftly well fatisfiedi 
Some of them we»e very^pi?©tty ; ^ and it was. 
ib novel a thing tbrbefed/Wttfcndedyand well 
treated by* thdr bwiqueeois, thfct 1 'axil of opi- 
nion litey womld willingly ^have ^UoXv£d thei 
aimy.; . T(?ir^a!»^ k fo entiat^ythii^da^ 
that hotidng hut a fen& of obedtrasc'd ttMId 
hfiw ioidiuiQi. tibe]iEi:>\^erwaikis*'ta r^rtf 
nnde^itiafcadofiiiiiatioa /of>thefr fathevs utid 

» 

huffaands.: )n fheh a ftratigc^ p«eidicam<st|t; 
thcj^ act; not rdcdved wkh that icropnlot^y 
tndsofsdstb ygSss9£f whidi . ehara^erizesf th& 
onezitais. f^It was owihg to^ the war/'^ fty 
fM^y^we were.;uBahicf to deimd' «heMf«^ 



4« w - '. * w W-^ 
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rhcy Wq iqbi»ittc4 1^ ihi law €^ibe 
axu^iihcrs»and art not motfe .^aqa^ed ^tk 
'/ tlpuit acoQAWt^ tban we are <U(hoil0uired t» 
^^ the woi^iMJU we bav« ro^^Y^d.!- lo tbta 
way tlic^ ag^ €»«er tJb4 ktrem; aai tluase 
i» never a«fy ^fieccatiea about what bss 
polled. By foch mce diAiii^iia as tlu& 
jcE^isfj i^ rcfiqed» and becinnca a noble pBi6 
|»QA> of w.btck n»A I8a7eirc9^.baa& ^ 

>^p w«rf iiilbjemd that tSic.flttikiBri^ 
ccspr^andcdy or. wbo itatibdr exboftcd die 
^^C9»6»j hl4 made bk elcape towards the 
dkifeof tibc ^ceding mght;. and dfnt donag 
,thefiege helbad pr^ed liiritltcnitr ^htEng"^ 
q^tttwglbis ratf eat froot time to iua^ and ', 
f9^U9f:to;Ua foU«»vflrs.' ff Ipni^ hc8«ai.fot 
*\ yftUi; it ta jroiir Mirj in fig^t &r:the #4* 
'*m^.*" ItwteafbBrtfad^cahfl^tatfieiftditt 

hims^ by wBiiilir £bantsf iortici, attd ^(Im^ 
4i& Wger o£ mtiiketiy. 
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On the 1 1th of April wc marched towards 
Keneh, to afccrtaln whether there were any 
Mcccans in that quarter, and what was be- 
come of Geiieral Defaix. Our progrefs was 
interrupted by thofc particular winds, which, 
notwithftanding the iky is dear and un- 
clouded; fill the air with fo much fand, that 
it is neither day nor night. Our barks not 
being able fo proceed, we were obliged to 
flop within a quarter of a league of that fatal 
Betihutc, the recolledion of .which was fo 
diftreffing to us. At nine in the morning of 
the following day we reached Keneh^ where 
We found letters from General* Defaix, who 
was ignorant of oiir fituatiori, aild or the lofs 
oPbur fleet.* The city had been freed from 
our enemies,' and the inhabitants came out to 
meet us. ^ ' 

Keneh has fuccceded Kous, as Kous had 
iucceeded Coptos. - \^s ntuation has this ad- 

V 

Vol. n. l?r^ •vaBtagc, 
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rantage^that it is immediately at the entrance 
of the defert, and on the bank of the Nile» 
It has never been fb flouriihing as the above* 
mentioned cities, becaufe its exiftence is 
dated after the commerce of Indfa had been 
diverted, and in a manner annihilated, cither 
by the difcovery of the route to India by the 
Cape of Good Hope, or by the tyranny of 
the government of £gypt. Its commerce 
being confined to the paiTage of the pilgrims, 

« 

tvas very inconfiderable, unkfe at the time 
when the great caravan was on its route. It 
is here that the pilgrims of the oalis in Lybia, 
together with thofe of Upper Egypt, and a 
few Nubians, take in their fupplies, provid- 
ing not only what is neceflary for the paflage 
acrofs the defert to Coflcir, but alfo iot the 
journey to Gidda, Medina, and; Mecca, as 
well as for their return from thence. They 
are under the neceffity of doing this, bccaulc, 

the 
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the above cities being fituated on a flinty 
defert, the inhabitants have no other re- 
fourcc except the gold they amafi,* info- 
much that if, thanks to fanaticifm, Mecca 
has continued to be a poiiit of contact be- 
tween India^ Africa^ and Europe^ it has like-" 
Wife become an aby is^ in which a population 
of an hundred and twenty thoufand ibub 
abforbs the gold of India^ of Aiia Min(»*^ and 
of crery part of Africa* 

Our movements towsu'ds Syria, and our 
war with Egypt^ having ruined the caravan 
of 1 798, and broken up^ for the fallowing 
year, all thofe of Europe and of Africa, at 
the fame time that the Indians could find 
nothing to barter for the oomnKxlities they 
had been at the pains of bring'mg to Mecca, 



« m. 



* At Mecca the pound of bread cofts from eight to 

« 

ten fous,.(from four to five pence) which is an enormous 
price in the eaft. 

P2 • the 
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the commerce of that citj, which had been 
falling off for a confidcrable time, muft have 
iuilained during thofe two years an almoft 
irreparable lois* In certain caies, when the 
ipring of an old machine breaks, the ma- 
chine itfelf tumbles in pieces. It is therefore 
not furprifmg, that when intereft was blend- 
ed with fanaticifm, the cruiade of Mecca 
ihould have been got ready with fo muchv 
celerity, and ihould have oppofed to us all 
the fury which the mofl: violent paflions can 
kindle. 

General Beliard would have purfiied the 
terrified Mamelukes and the vanquiibed 
Mcccans, but coiild npt take the field with- 
out ammunition, of which we were entirely 
deftitute. We were under the neccffity, 
during our ftay at Keneh, of fortifying the 
houfe in which we lodged, and whick be- 
came the head-Kjuarters, We could learn 

nothing 
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nothing of any of our detachments^ not even 
of General Defaix;'and the coyntry was co- 
vered by enemies, di^erfed in every direc- 
tion, who either fell in with and murdered 
our emiffaries, or prevented them from pur- 
fuing their way, keeping us in an iiblated 
ftate, fo as to excite no fmall appreheniions. 
*The indefatigable Deiaix had, in the mean 
time, purfued the Mamelukes to Siut, had 

« 

forced Murad-Bcy to fcek Ihelter in the 
oaiis^ and had detached General Friand to 
the right bank of the Nile, to preferve a line 
parallel to his own, and to purfue £lfi*Bey 
and the difperfed bodies of Mamelukes. After 
thefe operations, he paid us a viiit at Keneh, - 
and afforded us the means of again taking the 
field. 

We proceeded towards Kous^ where the 
Meccans had pofted themfelvea, and from 
whence they made ihcurfions into the vil«- 

P 3 lages 
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kges on both fides the river^ plimdcriiig and 
putting to death both Copts and Chriitians^ 
and carrying off others to oblige them to pay 
a ranfbm. We quitted Keneh during the 
night, with an intention to furprife them, 
and, with a view of deceiving their advanced 
p(^9 marched along the de£ert When v^e 
reached the village where they had been en- 
camped, they were no longer to be found, 
baring, fet out from thence at the ^me dme 
that we had left Keneh. They had taken the 
defert with the Mamelukes, and had repair*^ 
ed to the Kittah. 

To take the defert in Upper Egypt is, in 
the foldier s phrafe, not only to quit the cul- 
tivated grounds, and proceed to the fands, by 
which they arc bounded to the right and 
left, but alfo to penetmte into the ftraits 
which crofi the two chainst hence thcfe be* 
come pofitions^ and^ in a manner, pafis 

which 
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nrhich it is of importance to occupy and de- 
fend. The Mamelukes had the advantage 
of us, in confequence of being acquainted 
with all thcfe pofitions, and of knowing the 
number of fountains which might there be 
met with. In the valley which leads from 
Cofleir to the Nile, there are four of thefe 
fountains ; one at the diflance of half a day*s 
Journey from Coffeir, the water of which u 
at for pamels only ; the iecondf at the dif^ 
tance of a day's journey and a half from the 
preceding one ; and next to that of the Kit- 
tah, at the fame diftance with the fecond« 
The latter is of great importance when the 
deiert is to be occupied, fmce it is fituated 
at a point where three roads branch out. 
The firft of thefc roads, which runs to the 
^uth-weft, leads to Rediii, where it terrain 
nates. The iecond, which runs almofl due 
weft, terminates at Nagadi ; and the third, 

• P 4 which 
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^hich takes a north- weft direAion, leads to 
Birambar^ where the fourth fountain is 
iltuated. From Birambar three roads of the 
fame length lead to Kous, to Keft or Coptos, 
and to Kcneh. 

General Dcfaix conceived the plan of 
blocking up the Mamelukes in the defert, or 
at leaft of cutting off their communication 
with the Nile, and of impeding their move- 
ments, preventing them from fcparating their 
forces without a rifle of being cut off, and 
reducing them at length by famine. After 
having left three, hundred men and fevcral 
field-pieces at Keneh, he took'Aip his pofition • 
at Birambar, with feveral corps of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery. On our fide we were 
fent, after having been reinforced by the 
twenty-firft brigade of light-infantry, to oc- 
cupy the pafTage of Nagadi. Redifi was im- 
prudently ncgledcd; or, rather, apprchen- 

fions 
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lions were entertained that the troops might 
be too much difperfed. If the llrait of Redifi 
could have been occupied, all the Beys on 
the right bank of the river would have been 
forced to furrender; Murad-Bey would have 
beeii the only one we fhould have had to 
purfue, and no further diverfions could have 
been dreaded. . : ^ 

The hopes of feeing Thebes, in the di- 
rection of which wc were to march, made 
me joyfully turn my back once more on 
Cairo. It was my dcftiny to attach myfelf 
to thofe who were to proceed the grcatcft 
diflance up the country ; and I accordingly 
followed General Beliard. I was foon after 
to join once more General Deiaix ; and on 
the evening before wc parted w^ formed a 
thoufand projects for the future* Our adieus 
were, however, of a melancholy caft;. and on 
this occaiion our feparation was to me more 

diftreffing 
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diftreiTing than ever. Could I ima^e that, 
young as he was^ it would fall to Jus lot to 
leave me in the career I had to run^ and that 
J Ihould remain to regret his lofi ? We fe- 
paratedy and I have never &en him ^ce. 
Qut detachment had proceeded a league^ 
y^hen the brave I^toumerie galloped up to 
ine : he came back to bid me adieu. We 
)iad a great affection for each other ; and» 
inoved as I veas by this mark of his tcnder- 
fieisy I was^ notwithftanding, flruck by his 
emotion. We did not embrace each other 
without fhedding a few tears. The pro* 
feffion of arms may harden thofe whofe tem* 
perament is cold and frigid ; but its horrors 
do not weaken the fenfibility of tender fouls, 
Conne6tiox)s formed ^mid the hardlhips and 
dangers of an expedition fuch as that of 
Egypt become unchangeable. The parties 
«nter intot a bond of fellowfliip ; .and when 

7 this 
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t{^s union is cemeiited ftill more by a 
conformity of character^ fate cannot de- 
^roy it without embittering thp remainder 
of lifp» 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Ruins of Kous and in the Neighbourhood- 
Arrival at Nagadi — Wretched State of the 
Inhabitants — Di/perfion and Majfacre of the 
Meccans — ^Skirmifh with tJie Mamelukes^-^ 
Return of the Beys to the Defert — Arrival 
cf the Army at Thebes — Temple at Xar- 
nai — Temple at Luxor — Pafs through Sa^ 
lamieh and Kfneh-^Ancient Temple at con- 
traLatopoRs — Arrival at Chenuiis, Ruhis 
there-^Temple at ApoUinopolis. 

I 

TN paffing through Kous, which I had not 
entered when. I defcended the Nile, I 
found in the middle of the fquare the fum-i 
mit of a large and well-proportioped gate^ 
iunk into the ground to the cornice. This 
finglc fragment, which muft have b^clongecj 

to 
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to a great edifice^ proves that Kous was built 
on the iite of Apoilinopolis parva. (See 
Plate IV. Fig. 2.) The bulk and magni- 
tude of ihis ruin prefent a contraft witib all 
the objects that furround it^ which fpeaks 
more to the purpofe on the fubject of Egyp- 
tian architecture than would twenty pages 
of encomium or differtation. This frag- 
ment alone appears larger than all the reft 
of the city. 

In the village of Elmccieh, diftant half a 
league from Kous^ I found the bafes of fevc- 
ral edifices of Egyptian free-ftone, on which 
were hieroglyphics. I was in doubt whether 
thefe edifice3 bad belonged to a fmall ciQr, 
:which tradition has not handed down to ns, 
or whether they anciently conftituted an 
ifpl^ted temple. Their ruins were too much 
degraded to enable me to give any idea of 

them by a drawings or to make a plan of 

any 
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mijr of the parts* On proceeding ha!f a 
league further, I iaw more diftin£Uy, on a 
imall eminence, the baie of a temple abib* 
hitdy remote from any other ruins what« 
ever» I could perceive three layers of large 
fhmes, -which had formed a kind of pedeftal 
extending to the pavement of ,thc temple, 
fin the front of which was a portico of 6x 
columns conne£led at the lower extremity 
of their ihafb. Quitting this monument^ 
-we arrived, after an hour's march, at Na^ 
gadi, a large and dull village, iituated at the 
entrance of the defert. ^ It had been plun- 
dered by a party of Mamelukes about twelve 
hours before. Previoufly to entering the 
defert, we fent offfcouting parties, who took 
feveral camels, and killed thirty Meccansv 
fbagglers. We proceeded to an enclo&re, 
-which had in the firit inftance been an en* 

« 

trenched convent, inhabited by Copts, which 

had 
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had afterwards become a molque, and had 
been latterly employed as a buria| ground. ' 
After having taken up our lodging within 
this enclofiire, we employed ourfclves 'in 
driving away the bats^ and in throwing 
down the tomb-ilones. A fortrefs^ a delert, 
and tombs ! We were furrounded by the 
moft difmal objeds in the world ; and if, 
wth a view to baniih the melancholy im* 
preffion with which thefe fcenes had infpired 
us, we occafionally went out at night to 
breathe for a few moments a purer air, our 
relpiration was the only found that diflurbed 
the tranquillity of the void by which we 
were terrified. The wind, fleeting over this 
vaft horizon without meeting with any other 
objects than ourfclves, brought to our re- 
membrance, in its filent motion, and amid 
the darknefs of the night, the immenfe and 
difmal vacuity by which we were fur- 
rounded. 



s ♦ 
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A few merchants, who had had the good, 
fortune to fave their packets from thegrafp 
of the Mamelukes, were not without their 
apprehensions relative to us. Having beeu 
denounced by the iheiks of Nagadi» they 
brought us prefents^ and were dill more 
terrified by our refufal to accept them. Be* 
ing accuilomcd to the fight of perfbns co- 
vered with gold, by whom they were laid 
under contribution, and feeing us pretty 
nearly in the garb of a banditti of robbers, 
they fancied that vfc were going to plunder 
them. It was at the fame time impbflible 
for them to conceal their riches. Our port- 
manteaus having been captured on board 
the flotilla, we were in want of linen, and 
requefted them to open their bales. Every 
hppe on their fide was now vaniftied* We 
made choice of what Would fuit us, and 
afked them the price of the quantity of 

each 
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each article wc ftlould need. J They replied, 
that they left this entirely t(^ ourfelves ; but 
on • mir pcrfifting to know the lo weft price, 
which we paid them as foon as theyhad fa- 
tisfiicd us, they were fo furprized> that they 
felt "their moneys to be certain that what had 
paiTed was not a dream. Armed men^ with 
the power in their hands; who paid!— they 
might l^ave pafied through every part of Af^a 
and of Africa, without meeting with any 
thing fo extraordinary. From that moment 
we acquired their full 6fteem and confi- 
dence. They came to prepare our breakfaft, 
brought us Indian and Arabian fweetmeats, 
and cocoa-nuts,^ and made us the beft coffee 
it was poffible to drink. This combination 
of wretchednefs and luxury, this motley 
ftate in which we lived, was not deftitutc 
of its Ihare of intereft. There is no fituation 
in the world which cannot . boaft its enjoy- 
VojL. II. Q ments; 
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ments ; and for this tnith I appeal to the 
tombs <^ Nagadk 

Nagadi is a point which it ia important to 

occupy; and miift naturally become tht 

moft frequented route of die deiert, iinct 

it is the Ihorfceft by one day. A meflbiger 

Who iets out from Ck>fletr may icach Nagadi 

in two days by the help of a dromedary^ 

and in thrte days on foot. Asnotiung is to 

be found at Coffeir, the merchant who lands 

there, in returning from Gidda^ is very 

anxious to reach the bank fd the Nile; and 

the moil eiipeditious means i^pearing to 

him to be the befti he iends to Nagadi to 

procure camels^ which may reach him, on 

the iixth day. When we were thore^ the 

price was a dollar for the conv^ancc. of an 

hundred weight of merchandize, each camel 

carrying four hvmdreds:^-HEi ptice which 

tarics acccMding to the more or le& flourilh* 
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ing {late of oommerce^ as does alio that of 

the camelsy which would at that time bring 

twenty dollars only, inilead of fixty whidi 

they coft before our arrival in Egypt. This 

may give an idea of the diftrefled ftate of 

affairs, and how nauch Mecca, Medina, and 

Gidda, mnft have iixflered from the diftiirb«* 

ances in that country. We who bosfted 

that we were more juft than the Mameluke^ 

committed daily and almoit neceifarily a 

great number of iniquitous z&s. Ilie dif^ 

6culty of diftinguilhtng our. enemies by tbdi: 

exterior form and colour, Jw^sithe cau& of 

bur continually putting to death innocent 

peaiants. The £>ldiers who were lent out 

on fcouting parties, frequently miftook ibr 

Meccans the poor merchants belonging to a 

curavaif, with wliom they fell in ; and before 

juftice could be done them, which in iami 

cafes the time and circumftances would not 

Q 2 allow. 
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alIow» two or three of them had been (hot, 
a part of their merchandize either plundered 
or pilfered, and their camels exchanged for 
own which had been wounded. The gains 
which refulted from thefe bxxtrages, fell inr- 
variably to the ihare of the bloodfuckers of 
the army/ the civil commiiTaries^ Copts, and 
interpreters ; the ibldiers, who ibught every 
opportunity to enrich themielves^ being con- 
ftantly obliged to abandon and forget their 
projeAs, by the drum beating to arms^ or 
the trumpet founding to horfe. The fitu- 
ation of the inhabitants, for whofe happineis 
and profperity we were no doubt come to 
Egypt, was no better. If, through terror, 
they had been obliged to quit their houfes on 
our approach, on their return, after we 
were withdrawn, they could fiiid nothing 
but the mud of which the walls wfere formed. 
•Utehfils, ploughs, doors, robfs, every thing 

m 
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in fhort, of , a combuftitlc nature, h^id been 
burned for cooking ; and the earthen pots 
broken, the corn confumed, and the fowls' 
and ' pigeons roafted and devoured. Nothing 
. was to be found except the bodies of their 
dogs, killed in endeavouring to defend the 
property of their mafters. If we made any 
ftay in a village, the unfortunate inhabitants^ 
•who had fl^d on our approach, wore fiim- 
moned to return, under penalty of being 
treated as rebels- who tiad joined the enemy, 
and of being made to pay double contribu- 
tions. When they fiibmitted to theie 
threats, and came to pay the mri, it fpme- 
times happened that they were fo numerous 
as to be miilaken for a body of men in arms^ 
and their clubs confider^ as mufkets, iii 

m 

which cafe they were fure of being aiTailed 
by feveral difcharges from the riflemen and 
patroles, before an explanation could take 

Q 3 place» 
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place. Thofe who were killed were interred ; 

« « 

tnd the funrivors remained friends with us, 
imtil a proper opportunity pfefented itielf 
^fbr retaliation. It b true that, provided they 
did not quit their dwellings, but - paid the 
mirif and fu{^lied the wants of the arn^j^ 
' they ^ot only fparcd themlclvcs the trouble 
of a journey, and avoided the unpleafant 
abode of the defert^ but faw their provifionsi 
eaten with regularity, and might come in 
for their portion of them, prcfprving a part 
of their doors, felling their eggs to the fol« 
diers, and having fe^ of their wives and 
daughters raviihed. In this cafe,^ however/ 
the attachment they had ihown us was con- 
iidered as culpable, infomuch that when the 
Mamelukes came after us, they did i^ot leave 
them a crown piece, a horfc, or a camel ; 
and frequently the Ihcik of the village for- 
feited his life for the pretended partiality 

which 



'^hich was impated to \dm^ , It "was vcty 
ncccffary^ for theie poor wretches that fuch 
n ftate of things ihould termiuate» and a 
new one be efiablilhed : but how could this 
be done while the Mamelukes refu&d to fight 
us, and while fanatic and half-ilarved bands, 
fuch as thofe of the Meccans, refQrtc4 to 
their ftandard ? 

OUi the third day after i^ur arrival at 
Nagadi, we learned that three hundred 
Meccans had come to a rcfolution to pens- 
trate> hy carefully avoiding our troops^ acrofs 
the dcfert to Cairo, and there diiperfe thengif- 
ielves among the immenfe population gf 
that city»' until they ihould be ^i)a])led to 
return to their native country by the fwir^- 
vans, or until an opportunity iha^ld preiient 
itielf of revenging themiclves axf, us, W* 
were told, that their chief, wh^n dying, had 
r«conamen4^.to them to take this ftep, abd 

Q4 had 
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had advifed them to avoid us in the field ; 
but that the emirs nephew^ who had fuc* 
ceeded him in the command^ being defirous 
to preferve his authority over them, and to 
pofTefs himfclf of the remains of the plunder 
which the capture of the French barks had 
affbrded, had perfuadcd them that the trea- 
fures which had been found on- board tiiefe 
barks were ilill in the fortress of Benhoute, 
. and that as fooii as our troops fii&uld be 
withdrawn to a fufficient diftance from 
thence, he would condu6l. them thither, to 
recapture tbcfc tfea&res. Iii^the mean time, 
as it was n^ceflafy to obtain fubfiftence, he 
divided them into fmall bands, and fent 
theoi out to plunder the villages. In thefe 
predatpry excurfions they were more or lefs 
fuccefsful, and of course .the peafents, to 
whom they were a great annoyance, traced 
their fteps, and himted them like fo many 

wolves; 
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f wolves. When they were fallen in with by 
^ our patroles, they were collefted together, 
and fhot and deflroyed like animals ob- 
noxious to foiciety. They weife thus taught 
that Mahomet did not approve their crufade, 
and that it had not been commanded by the 
Deity. Such is the fubject of the engraving, 
Plate XXXVI. in which will be found a 
reprefentatiou of the catholic peafants bring- 
ing them in during the night to the tombs 
where we had taken up our quarters. 

On the fecond of April, General Defaix 
fent for three hundred men belonging to our 
half brigade, arid for fifty of our cavalry, to 
do duty at Birambar, where they were to 
relieve the troops he was about to dctacb 
from thence, and with which he was to. 
proceed to ftrengthen the poft of Keneh. 
On the fame-day we learhed by^ our fpics 
that the Mamelukes and Meccans had quit* 

ted 
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ted tlie Kittab^ and that it appeared hj fiie 
foutc they bad taken to be their inte^tiopL 
ta pafi out of the deiertj in a northeni 4t* 
lectjCHii at Keoeh or at Samata^ The befi: 
dirpofitioRs were. made on that fide» either 
to oblige them to keep within the boun** 
daries of the def^rt, or to furprift diem oa 
their attempting to quit it. Thcfe mcafur^ 
were> however, frui^rated by the ardoqit of 
0fm foldiers, and by the conjS4eiM:c pi their 
officers. The /coating party belonging to 
the detachment with which General Ek£ux 
was proceeding to I(Lenehj fi^U in with tb^ 
ssar-guard of the Mamelukes^ and ch^ged* 
The corps of cavalry endeavoured to fuppoct 
tfie fcouts^ but haviog imprudently left the 
infenby too much ^i^ the rear to b^ itielf 
iiipported/ was in a few minutes charged 
by the Mamelukes, who cloied on our horse- 
men fabre in band* Two chiefs of battalioct^ 

7 ' who 
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who h^d thus imprudently rufhed on, loft 
their lives, as did alfb twenty dragoons. The 
artillery would have been a great refource, 
but was too f^r advanced. The Majmelukes, 
Tvho dreaded its bemg called back, purfued 
their way, perfeAly well pleafed at having 
^fcaped the ambuih we had laid for them, as 
i?eell as becauie they had faved their camp* 
equipage, and had proved to our hor/emen 
that they inanoeuvried quicker, and undei?^ 
iftood the ufe of the back-fwdrd better than 
they did. Two hundred infiihtry "and a 
fingle field-piece wbuld have converted tbb 
ikirmilh into a vidory of great importaticc 
to us, at a moment when the beys aiid 
kiachefs, difperfed and dcfcrted by a part of 
their Mamelukes, were greatly diftrcfled. A 
heedlefs confidence, however, and a want 
of unity in the march, prbduced a want of 
combination in the attack; and Defatx^s 

orders 
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(>rdcrs being either mifinterpreted or received 
too late, coft feveral brayc officers their lives. 
Dupleflis, a chief of brigade, an officer of 

« 

diftingiiiihed talents, who had commanded 
m India, ivhere he had rendered important 
ibrvices to his coun^, but who laboured 
under the odium of not having fignalized 
bimfelf during the war of the revolution, 
ieized i?vith avidity the prefept opportunity^ 
the firft which had prefented itfelf to difplay 
his prowcfs. Forgetful of the orders he had 
received not to quit the impregnable pofition 
^ which he occupied on a height^ he darted 
forward, without waiting for his men to 
come up^ and penetrated into themidft of 
. the enemy's ranks : then fdeding the mpft 
cpnfpicuous of his foes, he galloped up to 
him. It was Ofman, the moft valiant of 
the beys : the two horfes encountered, and 

the one on which Dupleffi§ was rnounted 

^' • ' 

, ' recovered 
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rdCQvered from the ftiock . He 'threw him- 
lelf up on his iaddle, took Ofman round 
the body, • and ftrangled him in his arms. 
During this confli<5l, which was worthy of 
the times of ancient chivalry, the unfortu- , 
xiate Dupleffis, who was not fupported, was 
iiirrounded, and pierced by a lance. He 
fell on the body of his adverlary, ivhorn he 
ftill held in his grafp. A kiachef, who was 
both a fpe(%ator and an adlor in this combat^ 
fpoke to me with enthuiiafm of the intre- 
pidity of our officer. i 

Not withftanding it had been imprudently 
combined, the battle, of Birambar was pro- 

dui^ive.of confequences which nearly brought 
about the difTolution of the remainder of the 
coalition of the beys. By our Ipies who vi» 
fitcd the field of battle, we - learned, that on , 
the infpeftion of four dead bodies, it appear- 
ed that two of the deceafed had worn beards^ 

and 
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and' were coniequently kiacbefs at leaA, the 
common Mamefukes being {hared^ and not 
being peraiitted either to many, or to allow 
the beard to'grbw, until certain dignities 
have been beflowed on them, in confeqiience 
of which they become freed men* Wc 
were afterwards in£>rmed that one of thefe 
was Mnftapha Kiachdf Aboudiabe^ that is to 
fiy, father of the beard> each of the beys 
and kiachefs having a fighting name> whidi 
h either an honourable title or a niqk-natne, 
and which, a& it is changed according to tiit 
circumflances, becomes altematelj glorious 
er ridiculous* We were alfo told that Affzn^ 
Bey had received a gun-ihot woui^ in the 
iieck> and a iabre wound in the arm ; and 
lihat Ofman^Bey had Idl nearly all his fin-^ 
gears. It was added, i^t twelve of the braveft 
of his Mamdiukes had fallen; and, what 
WMof ftill greater impottance, that notwith^ 

{landing 
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ibindmg ^e beyi^ had had the advantage itt 
this adioiii the dread of meeting mth tht 
infantry on their way> and of loiing tbejp* 
baggage^ had induced them to turn badfi^ 
and to ieek ihelter once more in the de&rt. 
We learned from the peribns whpm wc hsd 
fent to the Kittah^ that they had returlued 
thither to procure water, and had taken the 
r<md which leads to Rediii, direding thax 
courfe fidwards Upper Egypt, i muft cox^ 
fcls, that the military arran^ments which 
1/^re to bring me to the vicinity of Thefa^. 
and to tfie right bank of the Nile, z^ptixeA 
to me to be the beft; and accordin^y I £iTkcy 
i was the only one who was ple&fed at the 
brder we received to go in purfuit of then^ 
iokl to drive them beyond Bedifi. We ^ 
out from Nagadi, proceeding in front <^thfer 
mountains, at the back of which the Mame- 
lukes were on their march ; and[ Vfc kamei 

by 
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by ftveral of their followers, who had quitted 
.them at the Kittah, that they were in a moft 
deplorable condition, and would all of them 
periih, provided they could not reach Redifi 
.within three days* 

Towards noon we reached the territory of 
Thebes ; and at the didnahce of three quar- 
ters of a league from the Nile, iaw the tuins 
of a large temple, whi^h has not been no- 
ticed by any traveller^ and which may give 
in idea of the immcnfity of that city, jfince, 
if we {uppofe that it was the lail edifice on 
the eailern iide, it is: more than two leagues 
and am half diftant from Medinet-Abu^ where 
the moft weilern teniple is fituated. This 
was the third time of my pafling througli. 
Thebes: but, as if fate had willed that I 
ihould invariably take but a hafty view of 
what interefted me fo ftrongly, my opera- 
tions were confined on this occaiion alfo to 

an 
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fth eildcavour to account for what I faw, and 
to a few notes relative to what I might deli- 
neate on my return, provided I fhotild then 
be more fortunate. I tried to afcertain whc* 
ther at Thebes the arts had had an epoch and 
a chronology* If a palace once exifted in 
lEgypt, the ruins of it were to be fought at 
Thebes, which had been the capital ; and if 
there were in reality epochs in die arts^ the 
refult of the firft eflays and rudiments mtid: 
alfb have been in that city, luxury ^ and' 
magnificence having departed progreflively 
from this point of fimplicity, merely through 
the opulence and fuperfluity by which they 
\vere accompanied. At length we arrived 
at Karnac, a village built on a fmall part of 
the fite of a fingle temple, the circumference 
of which would, as has been fomewhere 
noticed, require half an hour to walk round. 
Herodotus, by whom it was not vifitcd, has. 
Vol. 11. R not with- 
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notwithftandlng, given a corrcft idea of itt 
grandeur and magnificence. Diodorus and 
Strabo^ who examined it in^-its ruinous ftate, 
appear to have given the defcription of its 
prefent condition ; and all the travellers by 
whom they have been copied, have miftakcn 
a great extent of maffes for the meafuxe of 
beauty, and, having allowed tbemfelves ra- 
ther to be taken by furprife than charmed, 
on an infjpedlion of the largeft ruin in the 
world, have not dared to prefer to this temple 
that of Apollinopolis at Etfu, that of Tentyra, 
and the fimple portico at Efheh. It is pro- 
bable that the temples of Kamac and Luxor 
were built in the time of Sefbftris, when the 
' flourifliing condition of the Egyptians gave 
birth to the arts among them, and when 
thefe arts were perhaps difplayed to the 
world for the firft time. The vanity of erect- 
ing coloflal edifices, was the firft confidera- 

tion 
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iion of ' opulence ; and it was not as yfet 

m 

known, that a perfedlion in the arts beftows 

on their produAions a grandeur which is in-' 

dependent of their magnitudes. It has; in 

after ages, been afcertained, that the' fmall 

rotunda of Viccnza is a finer edifice than St. 

Peter's at Rome ; and that the fchoof of 

furgery in Paris is, in point of ftyle, as grand 

as the pantheon in the above»-n1cntioned 

city. In fliort, a cameo rtiay be preferable to 

a coloflal ftatue. It is therefore the fump- 

tuoufnefs alone of the Egyptians which is to 

be icenat Karnac, where nottonly quarries, 

but mountains are piled together, and .hewn 

out into maffive proportions, the traits of 

which arc as feebly executed, as the parts 

are clumfily connected; and thefe mafles are 

loaded with uncouth bas-reliefs, and taftcleis 

hieroglyphics, by which the art of fculpturc 

is diigraced. The only objcfts there which 

R 3 ar^ 
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are fublimc, both with regard to their tfi- 
menilons^ and the fkill which their work- 
mandiip diiplays, are the obcliflcs, and a few 
c( the ornaments of the outer gates, the ftjrle 
of which is admirably chafte. If in the other 
parts of this edifice the Egyptians appear to 
as to be giants, in theie latter produdions 
fliey are geniufes. I am accordingly pcr- 
fudded that theie fublime embellifhments 
were poftcriorly added to the coioiTal mo- 
numents^ of Kamac. It muft however be 
grattted, that the plan of the temple is noble 
and grand. The art of contriving beautiful 
plans^ has, in architcdure, invariably pre- 
ceded that of the fine execution of the de- 
tails, and has conftantly furvived for feveral 
Centuries the corruption of the latter, as is 
proved by A comparifon of the monument* 
of Thebes, with thofe of Efneh and Tenty^ 
as well as by that of the edifices of the rei 

of 
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nf Dioclefian with thofe of the time of Au* 
guftus. , 

To the known delcriptions of this great 
edifice of ICarnac ihould be added, that it 
was but a tcmpk, and could be nothing elfe. 
All that cxiib at prcfent in a ibmcwhat en- 
tire flate relates to a very fmall fanftuary, 
and had been difpoied in this waj to inipire 
a due degree of veneration^ and to beoome a 
kind of tabemade. On examining the en^ 
femhle of theie ruins the imagination is 
wearied with .die idea of defcribing them. 
Of the hundred coiumnsof the portico alone* 
of this temple, the fmalleft are &vea feet 
and an half in diameter, and the lai^ft 
twelve. The fpacc occupied by its circuni* 
valla^Uon contains lakes and mountains. In 
fliort^ to be enabled to form a competent 
idea of fo much magnificence, it is necef- 
fgry that the reader ihould fancy what is be- 

Jl 3 fore 
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fore him to be a drcatn^ as he who views thm 
objeds themfclvcs rubs his eyes to knov^ 
^whether he- is awakp. With rcfped to the 
prefent ftatc of this edifice, it is,*howeveiv 
neceflary at the fame .time to obferve, that 
9b great part of the efFc A is loft by its Very 
degraded ftate. The fphinxed have been 
tvrantonly mutilated, with a few exceptions, 
which barbarifm, wearied with deftroying, 
has fpared, and on examining which it is 
cafy to diftinguifh that fome of them had \ 
woman's head, others that of a lion, a ram^ 
a bull, ^c. The avenue which leads fi^om. 
Karnac to Luxor was of this latter dcicrip* 
tion ; and this ipace, which is nearly half a 
league in extent, contains a conftant fuc- 
ceffion of thefe chimerical figures to the 
right and left, . together with fragments of 
ftone walls, of fmall columns, and of ftatties. 
This point lying in the centre of the city, 

the 
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the part which was th^ mod advantageoufly 
placed, there is reafon to fuppofe that the 
palace of the grandees or kings was fituated 
there. If, however, feveral traces which 
render this preliimable can be diftinguifhed, 
the faft is not proved by any extraordinary 
magnificence. 

Luxor, the fineft village in thele environs, 
is alfo built on the fite of the ruins of a tem- 
ple, not fo large as that of Karnac, but in a 
better ftate of prefervation, the maflcs not 
having as yet fallen through time, and by 
the prcflure of their own weight. The , 
moft colofial parts confift of fourteen co- 
lumns of nearly eleven feet in diameter, 
and of two ftatues in granite, at the outer 
gate, buried up to thfe middle of the arms, 
and having in front of them the two largeft 
and bcft prcfcrvcd obcliflcs known. It is, 
>vithout doubt, flattering to the pomp of 

II 4 Thebes, 
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Thcbes> that the richcft and moll powerfhl 
republic in the world Ihould deem ks means 
infufficient, not to hew out, but merely to 
tranfport thefe two monuments, which arc 
no more than a fragment of one of the nu*- 
mcrous edifices of that aftonifliing city. 

A peculiarity belonging to. the temple 
of Lrujcor, is, that a quay, provided with an 
cpaulment, fecured the eaftem part, which 
was neir the river, from the damages th? 
inundations might otherwife have ocxrafiout 
cd. The epaulment, which fince its ori-? 
ginal ftru6lure has been repaired and aug-^- 
mented in brick work, proves that tbe rivet 
Jias no^ changed its bed ;. and its prcfervation 
is an evidence that the Nile has never been 
]>anked by other quays, fince no traces of fi- 
milar conltrucflions are clfewhere to be met 
with. (See Hates XXIV. XXIL and XXV. 
from drawings which I afterwards made.) 

Not with- 
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Not^ithftaading the cxceffivc beat of ^f 
fun at mid-day^ I iqade a drawing of tfa( 
gate of the temple, which is now become 
that of the village of Luxor. Nothing cau 
be more grand, and at the fame time motip 
fimple, than the fmall number of objefts of 
which this entrance is compqfed>» No ci^ 
whatever makes fb proud a difplay at its i^ 
proach as this wretched village, the popular 
tion of which coz^fifts of two or three thou^ 
fand fouls, who have taken up their abodes 
on the roofs and beneath the gallerie$ pf t^ 
temple, which has, nevertheleis, the air of 
being in a manner uninhabited. (See Piate 
XXV.) 

While I was bufied in making my draww 
ings, our cavalry was engaged with a imall 
party of ftraggling Mamelukes, two of whom 
were killed. The others efcapcd by fwim- 
ming acjpfs the riyer, leaving behind them 

their 
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their artns, horfes, and accoutrements, which 
fell into our hands. 

We fct out at two o'clock, and reached 
Salamieh at the expiration of thirteen hours, 
aB if this fpace of time had been a regulation 
for our day's march, on ail the occafions 
vheti we were to pafs through Thebes. On 
the following day we again entered the de- . 
icrt, and arrived before Efneh pretty early. 
When fetting out the day after, we found 
e fniall tcftiple in a very ruinous ftatc, but 
notwithftanding, very pi<fturefque and fingu^ 

larin its plan, as well as in feveral of its parts. 

» 
It confi^ft^ of a portico with four columns lA 

front, two pilafters, and two columns in the 
depth, with a fan6hiary in the niiiddle, and 
two lateral apartipents, one of which, on the 
light hand, is fcarcely to be traced. WithiA 
the portico is a door cut out of the lateral 
wall to the right, which muft have been 

the 
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the entrance of a fmall faniftuary in which 
the offerings were made. Another fingu^ 
larity in the elevation of this edifice is, that 
the capitals of the two columns in the niid- 
die of the portico are in relief at their fum* 
mit, while thofe of the colunins at each ex- 
tremity are guttered. This building is in a 
more ruinous ftate than any other I have 
ieen in Egypt; and thedecay has undoubtedly 
ariien from the nature of the free-ftone with 
which it was built. The parts which have 
been added are in a better prefervation. 
than in the other temples, a circamftance 
which js to beafcribed to the fuperior quality 
.of the bricks that were employed. Th^ pir- 
cumvallatlon of the temple, within^ which 
were contained the lodgings of the priefts, 
niay be pretty diftindtly made out ; and the 
whole of this enclofure is fomewhat ele- 
yated above the y^Tj fmall city of Contra- 

Latopolis, 
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|.^atopoIis, which w as built round the corn* 

pais of this monument. It would appear to 

« 

hare been the pradice that all the great 
pities on the bank of the Nile fhould have 
a imall city or port on the oppoiite bank, 
yrhich yras probably placed there for the 
convenience of commerce. It was icarcelj 
0ay -break when the troops were marched 
offj and I regretted that I had not a better 

4 

opportunity to ftudy the details of the plan 
pi thi$ temple^ and of the buildings which 
had been pofteriorly ^dded. 

"VV^e proceeded in the diredlion of the 
mountains. In this latitude the part of 
£^pt which lies to the right i^ fy hanow^ 
that the chain ^eods;, in two infianceSji to 
the Nile^ infotnuch that our artillery waj; 
conveyed over with difficulty, and the great- 
er part of the day loft. On the other fide c£ 
the& pafTages tlte rocks becomie of a different 

nature; 



\ 
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nature \ we found feveral quarries of frcc- 
ftodei which no doubt fupplied materials for 
tfic city and temples oi Chenubis, where wc 
«rived an hour after. Within a quarter of 
a league of this city are two tombs hewn 
out of the rock, and a fmall fan&uary iur^ 
ir ouhded by a gallery^ and having a portico 
vtk frcmt. This monument is ifolated, and b 

» 

fituated in the fame way as the catholic 
chapels which are to be met with in £u« 
rope. I next proceeded to view the temple 
6f Cempks of Chenubis^ the ruins of wfaich^ 
ad well ^ thoie of the city itfeif, are in ia 
disjointed a ftate, and io varied in theLr pro^ 
portion^^ that it is very difficult to form any 
corrcift idea of their plan. Thq mc^ con* 
fiderable and mof}: elevated parts confift of 
fiit columns^ the capitals of three of which 
belly out, while thofe of the three others^ 
which are parallel to them^ are guttered, and 

united 



I 
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vnited by ah entablature/ as far as I coula 

diflinguilh in paffing in a bark. Oh a nearef 

view I could perceive^ that thfey had not 

been built at the iame time, and that tboie 

which have guttered capitals have never bedn 

finiihed, and were added as a gallery to the 

others. In the front of this fragment o£ 

ruins, to the fouth, are the bafes of a portico/ 

which alfo appears not to have been £nifh-» 

ed: and, in the fame dircdion, is a block of 

granite which fcems to have belonged to a 

coloiTal ftatue. In an eaftern diredion I met 

with a bafin of water, the circumference oi 

which is lined and decorated by a gallery 

formed of columns. In the wcfttrn part of 

, the city the gate of a fan<5Hiai'y prefents itfelf, 

together with two very minute fragments, of 

the nature of which I could not fatisfy my-» 

felf. In the front is a lining in the form of 

a quay on the Nile. Among tbefe^ architect* 

2 tural 



TOAVEJ.S IN EGYPT. ^ 2?.l 

tural njfitis are feveral ruins of fculpturc, 
among others a group of twp figures coupled . 
together, three feet in height, the heads of 
which have been broken off. What is .moft 
noticeable at Chenubis is an enclolure, the 
walls of which are built, of unbaked bricks^ 
and are of a conical ihape, having . at > their 
bafc a thicknefs of upwards of twfnty-icven 
feet. This extraordinary work, of which hif- 
tory makes no mention, is in many parts in 
an entire ftate. I apprehended at firft fight, 
that it was of Arai)ic conftruction ; but as 
there are no ruins or traces of Aribic edifices 
on the fite of Ghenubis, it is prefumable. that 
it is a work of high antiquity, and in this 
cafe there is no occafion ,to conflruct fortifi- 
cations of any other defcription in Egypt^ 
with the exceptions of the jambs and em- 
brafures, together with fiich other p^trts .as 
are expofed to friction* In this inilance all 

the 
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the great mafles have completely refiiled tli^ 
ravages of time, and may ftill be employed 
in any defenilre meafures. 

I was obliged to quit this ipot precipi^ 
tately, curiing the war, the fbldiery, and the 

» 

import^ce of their operatbns, which inra- 
fiably forced me to abandon the mod In* 
terefting objeds, to let out on the itiefiectual 
purfuit of an enemy^ who made more pro* 
grefs in one day than we did in threci and to 
whom we had left all the paiTages open. At 
day-break we were on footi and at night at 
no greater diftance than three-^juarters of a 
league off Chenubis ; it was for fuch a pur* 
pofe that this vain fpeed had been fo iinpe* 
riouily commanded. On the following day^ 
after having marched during an hotur, we 
£)ttnd lying on the ground the remains of 
two temples, the plans of which could not 
be traeed, The& ruins i^mcd to be depa« 

fited 
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fited there tnftr^ly to point out the fite df 
the city of Juno Lucina, which the infal- 
lible d^Anville has laid down in thii^latitude« 
We at length reached by the defert the 
pafs of Rcdifi> which is k fourth opening 
from the Kittah. It has never been fre^ 
quented by ;the merchants^ and Was fatal to 
the Mamelukes J almoft the whole of whom, 
by tatking ^ this road, lofl: their hMies, toge- 
ther with a part of their camels, a conger- 
able number of their attendants, and twenty- 
fix women, out of twenty-eight, whom the 
beys had taken with them. Their mEarch 
was traced by their difaflers, and by what 
they left behind them, tents, arras, clotibing, 
the carcafTes of horfes firarved to death, ca- 
mels which were no longer able to fupport 
their burden, attendants, and their women,* 
whom they abandoned to their fate. I 
figured to myfelf the fufferings oi a poor 
. Vol. II. S wretch. 



t 

/ 



■^^ 



1274 TRAVELS IK BGYPT. 

wretch^ panting with fatigue^ and expinti^ 
with thirft^ his tongue parched, and breath- 
ing with difficulty the hot tat by which he 
is confumed. He hopes that a few minutes 
repofe will enable him to reco?er bis 
ibength : he ftops, and fees his companions 
pafs by, calling on them in vain foe help. 
The miiery to which each one is a prey, has 
baniihed every companionate feeling : they 
proceed on their way without caiHng a loc^ 
on him,, and follow in filence the footfleps 
of thofe . who' precede them. They are no 
Icmger in his view: they ai^e fled, and his 
benumbed lifnbs, already overpowered by 
their painful exigence, re&ife their office, 
^nd cannot be Simulated to^adiion either by 
danger or by terror. The caravan has pfidBfed; 
it a{^ars to him like an landulating line m 
the wide expanfe, and, becoming at length 
a mere point, difappears altogether like the 

' ^ laft 
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mft glimmer of an expiring taper. He cafts 
around him his wild and frantic looks, but 
can fee, nothing : he .turns them towards 
himfelf, and then clofes his eyes to fliun the 
afpeft of the terrible vacuity by which he is 
furrounded. He he^rs nothing but his own 
lighs, and fate hovers over him to cut the 
final thread of his cxiftence. Alone, and 
%vithout a companion to do him the laft of- 
fices, he is about to expire without one iingle 
ray of hope to adminifter comfort to his de- 
parting foul ; and his coipfe, confumcd by 
the parched and burning foil, will foon be- 
come a bleached Ikeleton, which will ferve 
as a guide to the uncertain fteps of the tra- 
veller who Ihall dare to brave the fate that 
has befallen him. 

Such is the piifture which the traces of 
the pafTage of the Mamelukes prefented to ' 
us ; and it was by fuch terrible fpectacles as 

S 2 the 
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the above that we afcertained die diredion 

_ _ ■ • 

of tfaeit marcfa. They had pafled three days 
before, and had proceeded up the coxintiy 
towards the cataracts, to repofe themfelves 
in an ifland between Baban and Ombos. I 
have ahready fpoken of the ferdlitj of this 
ifland, in giving the particulars of my route 
to Syene. As the diftrefled Hate ia which 
they were^ banifhed from us all uneafinefs as 
to their intentions, we gave up every further 
purfiiit in a country where we could not ex- 
pe<9: to find any reiburces, which the Ma- 
melukes who preceded us muft have entirely 
ezhaufled. 
We encamped, or, to fpeak more cor- 

» 

rectly, halted near the river, where we took 
up our refidence among tombs, and in the 
vicinity of two withered Ihrubs of acacia, 
the only indications we could find that the 
ipot had been cmce inhabited, and that ve- 
getation 
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getation had not altogether ceaied» AH thofC' 

» 

who could be fjpared were ordered to proceed 
to Etfu ; and I accompanied this party, in 
the hope of viewing at my leifqrc the 
fublime temple of ApoUinopolisy the moft 
beautiful of all Egypt, and, next to Chofe of 
Thebes, the largeft. ^ Beii|ig built at a perio4 
ivhen the arts and fciences had acquired all . 
their iplendour, the workmanihip pf evciy 
part is equally beautiful, the hieroglyphic^' 
arc admirably executed, the figures more va- 
ried, and the architedlure of a higher order 
than in the Theban edifices, th^. building of 
which muil be referred to ^n earlier ^gc. 
My firft care was to take a general plan of' 

the building/ (See-Pl^taXXIX^Fig* 1^1t> 
Nothing c^n be more limply beautiful. 

than thefe outlines, nothing naore pi<Sturelquc 

th^n the efFcd: produced in the elevation, by 

the various dunenfions belonging to each 

S 3 nxenfib^;; 




-T 



4 



278 ^ TRAVELS IH EGYPTt. 

member of the harmonious whole. This ^^^ 
perb edifice is feated on a rifihg ground, la 
as to overlook not only its immediate vicinity^ 
but the whole valley, -(See Plate XXVfff.):- 
and at the foot of this greater temple, but on 
a confiderably lower level, is a fmaller onc^ 
at prefent almoft buried : the only part ftill 
viiible is in a hollow furrounded with rubbifh^ 
where may be fcen a little portico of two 
columns, and as many pilaftei^, a periilyle, 
and the fanctuary of the temple incloied 
.within a pilaftered gallery. A finglc column, 
with its capital rifing from the ruins, to the 
height of forty feet above the portico, and 
the angle of a wall a hundred feet beyond,^ 
Ihe^w that there formerly exifted a court ia 
front of the temple. It is remarkable of i^ 
monument, notwithflanding the fkill dif- 
played in its confbruiflion, that the gates are 
not exadly in the middle of the fides. It 

feern^ 



,*^^ 
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feems to have been dedicated to the evil ge-». 
nius, for the figure of Typhon is fecn in relief 
on the four fides of the plinth^ which fiar^ 
mounts each of the capitals. --fSee . Plate. 
XXiXi- Fig, ^^)- The whole frieze, and all 
the paintings within^ appear defcriptive of^ 
Ifis defending herielf againfi: the attacks of 
this inonfter,.^(See Plate XL. Fig. i.) I 
made a fketch of this fmall temple^ as con* 
neded with the great one^ and another of 
the large one in a contrary diredion. (Sec 
Plate XXVL Fig. 1.) to fliew its pofition 
with regard to the valley. I alio increased 
confiderably my colleftipn of hieroglyphtcsj^ 
eipecially by a drawing of the fric^ze within ^ 
the portico, and befides thefe I drew feveral 
Capitals. (See Plate XXIX. Fi^s. J,2,3,4,5.) 



$4 CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Quit Eijii and' arrive at E/heh-^Return to^ 
wards the De/ert, andpa/s again through 
ThiheS'^Htftorical Bas-^reliefs at Karnac, 
and various Ruins--^lntenfe Heat — Pafs hy 
• Chfedim^ — Reach KouS'-^Gefseral Sub^ 
miffion of the Inhabitants, and Arrival of 
the Caravans^-^Arehite&ural Remaim at 

. Kmts — Arrive at Keneh — Particulars con^ 
ceming the Route to Tombu^oo^-^Hoftile 
Affembly at Betieadi — Maffacre there, and 
Plundering of the Caravan^^Failure ofMu- 
rad-Biys Projeffs — Crocodiles — Ruins at 
Denderar^Ancient Zodiac. 

/^ ENERAL Beliard arrived during the 

fecond day, and we fet forward the 

next morning. At a ihort diilance from 

Etfu, 
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Etfu, I found by the water-fide the- remain^ 
of a quay, near the entrance of ^^a-large^ caaal : 
no other ruin accompanies this fragment, 
but from tbe: appearance of a double jSight 
of fteps down this mound to the river, it is 
obvious thatit was not confttufted fblely fpr 
the purpofc of refiftiftg the current, but was 
probably a wharf for fome town or village, 
now rtiined arid forgotten. We again paffed 
by the ruins of Hieracdpplis, of which I have 
already fpoken, and fpent the evening fouf 
leagues from Etfu^ At -one in the morning 
our rriarch was recommenced, and on the 
23d of March we arrived at Eiheh, worn out 
with fatigue, I had flattered myfelf with 
the hope of enjoying here a few days of rc- 
poie, and was much difappointed to find 
that the troops from Mecca, in conjundlion 
with fome Mamelukes, were on their march 
from Girgeh ; that although they had been 

7 met 



t82 TRAHrSLft IN BGTPT. 

met and beaten at Bardis, regairdlefi of tbU 
cheeky they bad neverthelefs proceeded to 
Girgehi to plunder the market : here one 
diviiioa had been intercepted and beatea 
again, but the remainder were ilill formic 
dable> fp«a their influence over the inhabi- 

# 

tants: we WjsrjC. therefore obliged toretum, 
and occupy the pgiSes of the de^rt An en*- 
tiiv ni^t was fpent in puffing the river; and 
when our march began^ the fun was riien^ 
and was already yery opprefiivp : we halte4 
during the botteft part pf the day> and reach- 
ed Salamieh in tKe evening. Qn the fol^ 
lowing day, after marching a few hours^ | 
came for the fourth time in fight qf th^ ma? 
jeftic ruins of Thebe3| and Pi&de a draw- 
ing of them^ from a iituatioR wh^re (he 
buildings on each fide of the rives were 
Tifible from Karnac to Medinet-Abu, occu- 
pying an extent of two leagues. (Sjpfi Plate 
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XXIV. Fig. r.) ,Thcre is indeed another 
ruin to the north-eaft, at the village of Guc- 
)dime, half a league in the rear, which makes 
the whole length of the monuments and 
other remains of this.^ ancient city equal to 
about eight miles. We flopped aj: Kamac, 
and I loft no time in profiting of my good 
fortune, |^ot being able of myfelf to lay 
down the plan, or draw comprchenfive views 
of this mighty mafs of ruins, which at firft 
iight refembles a heap of fculptured moun«f 
tains, I employed the two hours of our ftaj 
here in delineating the hiftorical faas-reliefii, 
and in acquiring an accurate idea of theftyle 
and compofition pf this primitive fculp- 
ture, »and of the ftate of the art at a pe* 
riod fo remote, as to make it probable that 
thefe are fome of its moft ancient produc-t 
.tions. 

']phe fragments in the higheft preiefvation 

are 



' > 
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axe the following: (Sec Plate LXI*) A 
hero, perhaps a Pharaoh, Mcmnon^ Ofy^ 
xnaadyas, or Sefbftris, is ieen combating 
alone from a car in purfiiit of people at a 
diftance, ivith beards, and plothed in long 
tunics ; he forces theqi into a marih, and 
obliges the reft to tak<; ihelter in a forttefs. 
In the fragment, No, 1 . he overthrows their 
phief, already wounded with an ar^ow. Iq 
No. 2. he returns bringing back the captives. { 

In No. 4. be prefents them fettered to the 
three divinities, by whoie protedlion he has 
obtained the victory ; for it is to be obiervred, 
that in all the above a6tions his arms are 

« 

always accompanied and guarded by one ox 
two emblematical hawk§. The divinity to 
whom he prefents the fruit of his conqueft 
is that of Abundance, under the figure of 

' *Figui^b7auffa^LXIII. 

Priapus, 
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l^riapus> holding a flail in his right hand, a 
god to whom the temple of Katnac/ tkc 
largcft in Thebes, and probably one of 
the grcateft and oldefl: that was ever con- 
ftru<3:ed, is dedicated. From the very fanc- 
tuary to the outer walls of the building this 
divinity is reprefentcd by his leaft equivocal 
charaderiftic. It .was alfb my wifh to draw 
. the bas-relief, reprefenting a Ihip navigated 
by failors, but it is too much dilapidated, and 
deftitute of any accompaniments from which 
its latent meaning might be educed. The 
day was advancing, and we had not yet 
taken any refrcflimcnt ; heroes of romance 
might have done without, but to modem 
Ibldicrs food is no iuperfluity. While we 
were thus employed, the fun gained {o far 
upon us, that we refolved to pais the night 
at Karnac. I immediately returned to my 
interefting taik ; I furveyed the ruins, and 

was 
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ifras conyinced that a whble^ weeVs appli^ 

4 

tati<Mi would not be too much to conffaii<5l 
a plan of thfe edifices comprehended in this 
iingle circumvallation. 

i had not time to medfure by rule the ex- 
tent* of ground occupied by thefe buildings, 
but I found repeatedly that- twcnty-fiTc 
minutes were jrequired to encotnpafs them 
on full trot. The paflage through the cit- 
cumvallation or exterior wall was by iix gates 

■ 

that, yet remain^ three of which were pre- 
ceded by avenues of fphinxes t within the 
circuit was contained not only the great tem- 
ple> but three others entirely diftind from it, 
having each its own gates, porticoes, courts, 
avenues> and boundary wall — ^What was 
their tifc ? Were they temples or palaces ? 
Were their fbvereigns lodged in the porticoes 
of the temples, or were their palaces fimilar 
in conftrudion tq the facred edifices; or, 

perhaps. 
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perhaps^ from their fuperior lightncfs, utiable 

to refill the injuries of time ? It is at Icaft 

obvious, that if they did really Inhabit thefe 

buildings, which from their diftribution may . 

be regarded as dependencies of the great 

temple, their accommodations were by fto 

means to be envied. Large courts with open 

galleries, and porticoes foroied by narrow 

;mtercolumniations, could not be very plea- 

fant to live in : the few chambers that thercf 

are, of finall dimenfions, deftitute of air aiid 

light, and covered with pious allegories, wesfe 

but little calculated to attraft the eye or 

pleafe the imagination. Another obje<ftioh 

is, that fbme of thefe dark .chambers con- 

' tained little tabernacles, in which, no doubt, 

were inclofed either the figure of the divinity 

or the particular animal emblematical of it, 

or the lacred treafure ; and to any of thefe 

none but the priefts would be admitted. Pro- 

bably,^ 
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bably, therefore^ the vaft circuit pf" thefe 
buildings was occupied by numerous colleges 
of prieftsy the depofitaries of the Science, the 
power and the influence of the country. 

What monotony ! what melancholy wii- 
dbm ! what auftere gravity of manners ! I 
ftill admire with ^we thb organization of 
fuch a government ; its ftupendous remains 
yet excite the mmgled ieniations of rcfpefl: 
and dreadv The divinity, in facerdotal ha-' 
bits, holds in one Hand a hook, and in the 

. • . 

other a flail ; the former, no doubt, to re- 
ftrain, and the latter, to punifh : every thing 
is mcafured by the law, and enchained by if. 
The fine arts, fubjeft to the fame fcvcre re- 
ftriflions, bend under the weight of fetters, 
and their ibaring genius is pinioned to the 
earth. The unveiled emblem of gencrati<» 
traced even in the fanSuary of the temples, 

announces, that to deftroy pleafiire it w^s 

converted 
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fconverted into a duty: not a finglc circus^ 
hot a- finglc theatre, not a finglc edifice for 
J)ublic recreation'; but tetnples^ but myf- 
tcrics, but initiations^ but priefts, but facri- 
ficcs; ceremonies for pleafiires; for luxury> 
Icpulchres. Surely, in the evil hour of 
France, fbme demon evoked the glooniy 
ferocious foul of an Egyptian prieft to ani- 
knate the monfi:er> who imagined, by making 
us fullen> to render Us happy. 

After traverfihg the building for the pur- 
pofe of gaining an accurate idea of its archi- 

« 
• ♦ - 

teAural detaHs, I found myfelf at the fouth- 
weftem extremity of the circumvallation, 
where the other fmaller temples are fituated. 
I entered one of them, and was ftruck with 
a new fenlation of aftonilhmcnt. Behind 
two buttrefl[es is an open portico of twenty- 
eight columns, ungraceful in its proportions, 
but rendered impofing by its feverity gf ftylc 
Vol. IL T fo 



900 !CRATfli.s IK Bavrt* 

fo tnat b it in arcbitcduflc, th^t wlieic t&e 
lines are long, few, and ininlierruptcd, tlic 
cffed is alwajs grand and ibikicig. At tb^ 
end of this £rft porticoi is a large open door# 
leading to a iecond odonnade of etgbt pillm 
in two fowsj iliil nuwe grave in their prc]x>r- 
tions^ and whofe chara&er is midercd mote 
terrible bj their awful depth of ihade; be- 
jFond diis is a long narrow paflagc, ^Kceedcd 
by two others, eadi daifctt thaa the precede 
ing, and at the eztreini^ of all is a fiibtcr- 
ranean fanduaiy, which appears to the ima* 
gination as the ai^lund of terror> the temple 
of the Eumenidas. The whole of this mo^ 
nument is feparated from ^e reft by a 
boundary wall. Having made a drawing c^ 
the exterior of this edifice, I was prepanng 
to make one of the interioT, which might in 
fbme meaflire partake of the character of its 
greg^t original, when I foiHid myieif iix much 

2 overcome 



oveircbme with fatigue, ahd the tetribly Tub- 
time emotiotis that I had experienced^ as t6 ' 
be quite iilc^pable of the tiik. I copied, 
however^ the bas-reliefs> and the hierogly** 
phics. I made myfelf mafter of the relative , 
pofitioti of the various parts, afid executed A 
general view of the temple, taken from thft 
teafteirn gate> where the gigantic ruins of the 
inorfe feftidte buildings appear by ^fefleftioii 
in the diftaAce. (See Plat6 XM. Fig. i.) 

The heat wias fo intenfe, that niy feefc 
Vretc icoifched through iiiy ihc^i^ and I wafc 
unable to fit down for the pufpofe of draw- 
ing, till I had placed my fcrvant betweeh the 
fuh and myfelf, in otdcr to intercept the 
rays, and procuite me a little fhelter :. the 
irery ftones were become io hot, that wifliing 
to coUeft fome carnelian agates, wUch are 
Ibund in great abundance in the outfkirts 

« • 

of the tovftif I was obliged to lay each haO^j 
'. • T2 in 
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in my handkerchief as if it was a bot-coaL 
Haraifed and fatigued^ I betook myfelf to a 
fmall Arabian tomb^ which was to ferve for 
our night*s lodging, an,d which appeared to 
me a delicious boudoir, till I was toldt that 
in our former march through this place a 
French foldier, who had loitered behind the 
column, was ilabbed in this^ very fpot : the 
marks of the aflaffination yet vifible upon 
the walls filleil me with horror; nbvcrthelefs, 
I lay down, I ilept, and io weary was I, 
that I could even have repofed on the very 
carcafs of this ill-fated vi^lim. 

We departed on the morrow before day- 
light ; and I carried with rtie this time more 
drawings and fewer regrets; it Mas not^ 
however, without a figh, that I quitted 
Thebe$p perhaps for ever ; its diflance from 
all our pofts, the ferocity of its inhabitants, 
and the tribute being paid; all foirbade me to 

indulge 
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mdulge the hope of rcvifiting it. I had not 
yet feen the tombs of the kings, but I could 
not enter upon the fearch without a guard 
of fbldierSy and the troops were unhappily 
fatigued beyond meafure by the repeated 
forced marches that they had undergone ; 
I was, therefore, obliged to truft to future 
favx)urable circumftanccs^ and in the fequel 
fortune was propitious ta my wifties. At 
day^break I found myfelf lufEciently near 
Guedime to fee the . rain there, confiftlng 
of four columns, ftill furmounted by three 
ma0y Hones of the entablature, ih front of 
which are viixble the foundations of. two 
buttrefles, at prefect a (hapelefs mafs of frag- 
ments^ Thefe are the only remnants of a 
monument^ whofe chief merit at prefent is 
to ferve as a fixed point from which to com-- 
pute the vaft extent of the Theb^ monii- , 
ments. At noon we reached Kous, where 

T 3 we 
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we were informed that the troops Iknt 
againft us from ^cca had beoa roated hj 
all our detachments^ and in their fli j;ht had 
been intercepted at Tata by our caralry^ 
who, to fecure the tranquillity pf the poun^ 
trjf had put them entirely to, the fword : 
tiie fupply of their neceflary wants had rea« 
dered th^m a icoui^e to" the cmmtiy, an^ 
they were hunted down by the nativ^ Iiie 
wild beafta. ^ 

The inhabitants of Kous^ always well dii^ 
pofed, whp had receiyed us courteoufly, e¥en . 
when we were fuppofed to be marching tq 
certain deftrudkm, came out to meet v»% and 
treated us as conquerors. 

The ihereff of Mecca had alio ieat to 
general Defaiz, protefting againft the tx^ 
Mdition of his oountrymeri, with a pro- 
pofal of Idliance and friendfhip; the towns 
^ Gidda and Tor alfo requefied peace^ aod 

. / Coffcir 
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Cofleir offered to ftfrrendcr. Wc learnt 
that Soljtnan and aiiothcr Bey bad gone 
their f&nilies iatp the oafis, and couU 



now yaAsjgi of the extremity to which the 
otheis were reduced by the fubmiifion of 
the inhabitants, the voluntary payment oi 
the tribotity the oomn^ in of tJbe Arab 
chieftaiiBy and a certain gaietjr before uniecA 
^read over the country, which gave me 
hopes that* for the futare, we might pro* 
jaqote at tl|^ fiime time the happinefs of the 
na^ivea and the inteveft of the colonifls. 

Pciaix i^ed a proclaqaation* annonncing 
that the corn lands whofe crops while green 
had been eaten up either b^ the Mamelukes 
or French, fhould be excufed from the tri<^ 
bute ; an equitable regulation, which, from 
its novel^ equally fitrprized and pleafed the 
pultivators; and the good- will of the in- 
habkaqts wa; entirely •condUated, by allow- 

T 4 ing 
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ing them to drefs acxording to their owjt 
fancy and their means^ ^thoiit any rank's 
forfeiting its peculiar privileges. The mer- 
chants of CoiTeir, who had hitherto con-r 

« 

cealed themielves, now quitted their town, 
and came to purchafe corn at Keneh ; thofe 
of Gidda arrived in their veiTels loaden with 
coiFee, and both jpaid wttdiout relufftance the 
duties, which were no ionger arbitrary. In 
fine we b^an to £be money arriyc withoiut 
the ufe of bayonets, and our magiazines dX)d 
parks to be ftored with ftraw, barley, and 
* cattle; wJiile the village chiefs promifed us, 
in the name of the cultivators, that the 

« 

country now barren and dry ihould become 
the next year verdant with herbage, and co- 
vered with crops of which the tribute alone 
ihould furpais the whole ojf this year's 
harveiL 

The caravans alfo fent their deputies^ rcr 

. cjucfting 
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q^uefting pafTports; the Mamelukes^ aban^n 
doned by their mafters^ came in td us witli 
their arms» defiring to be enrolled among 
pur troops, iwid we enjoyed the fetiJfaAory 
^peAacle of a_ government uuiycrfaily -hktcdj 
finking without rdburce in its xiiftrcfe, and 
deprived even of t;he poflSbility of it» future 
rc-eftablilhment. 

At an equal diftance; from Elfi-Bcy, who 
had defcended the river, and from Ofman^ 
who had returned up it "as far as Syene, wc 
refted oijrfelv^s a few ;|ays at Kous, where I 
made a -drawing of the top of? gate, the only 
remnant that is left of the ancient Appllinoj 
polls parva. (Plate IV. Fig. 2.) Thisfingle 
fragment appears larger than all the reft of 
th^ town, and offers a ftriking piftvfrc'of the 
ftemity that chara<^erizes the Egyptian ar- 
fhitecturc. The other par^s of the edifice 
, are dcH^btlc^^ buried ^nfder the mountain ot 

rubbifh 



fiAbtih th4t. IS occopied by tl^e modent 
iQwn. I copied alio the jrcmains of an iq.-* 
{cnpUon, engrsved on the liftel of the 6rod 
jjatc. (Plate IV. Fig, i.) The infcription 
itielf was poilerior to the monument, and 
iSordoi a curioni> csfiam^t of fkilful flattery 
in a prefedof Upper Egypt, at the time of 
the Ptolemies, who, on accoufit of ibmc 
fcpfiiiY twenty or thirty' centuries after the 
^rft batl4ing of the temple, ventured to de- 
dicate it to hi« inafters, to infcribe the gate 
widi their namesi and thus tranfmit them 
tjO pofterity. The glory of kings^can indeed 
only refii}: the flood of time by being exalted 
on the monuments nufed by the arts; de* 
prived of this fupport, they arc buried in thq 
overwhelming ftream, leaving behind them 
only empty names that hiftoiy repeats in, 
tain. What would become of Achillea, 
i^ithout bis immortal fnpnuinent, theHiati 

• ^ of 



of Homer; or of Seibftris, without the «• 
inaii^s of thefe his coeval temple$? The 
names of Pericles> of Auguftus, of the.Me^ 
fiicaBan Lorenzq, are illuminated by the 
torch of literature and the arts ; while the 
tombs pf Genieric^ 'AtttUji Tameiplane^ an^- 
the other barbarian deftroyers, are loft among 
the common ruins of time. 

» 

I found in the fields near the lower pfx% 
ot the town, a fragq;ient of a tabernacle« or 
monolithic temple, yri)ich> after having been 
broken, had ierv^d for the drmkiiig trough 
to a ciftera; one of its window frames fttii 

remaining entire, bore a hieroglyphical w^ 
£;ription, admirably executed, and in-a pcx* 
ledt ftate of preiervatton : T copied it; for 
fiich a fragment as this is of itielf a mo« 
nument, an irrevocable attc^ation of the 
culture and intelligence of the nation to , 
which it formerly belonged. {Plate LIL 
Fig- 2.) 
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. We left Kous^aud arrived at Keneh» ^hene 

*m found a number of merchants of all na- 

tions. By interoourie with the natives of 

difierent countries^ remote difhmces feem 

to be contraifled.; and when we begin to 

reckon the days required for the journey, 

9iid the neccflkry means of eflfedting it, the 

ipace to be pafTed over ceafes to be immenie ; 

ife tia fooner find ourfclves adually engaged, 

tdban many difficulties, formidable at firH, 

imienfibly diminiih/ and at length difappear. 

The Red Sea, Cidda,*: Mecca, &£med like 

neighbouring, plaoca/ to the town .where we 

were I and India itielf was but. a ihort way 

. bcyondthcm. In the opjiofite.diredlion ih!& 

oafes were adually no nxorc than -three -days 

journey off us, and ceafed to appear to omf 

imagination as . an undifcovered country. 

From bafis to cafis, by ealy niarches of ona 

oi. tko day?, we arrive at S^nnjar, one of 

. ^h^ 
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the capitals of Nubia, which feparates Egjrpt 
from Abyffinia and Darfur^ the latter of 
'which countries is in the road to, and tirades 
vi^ith, TombuAob, whofe inhabitants arc 
flill the chief objeA, in Africa, of European 
curiofity, and whbfe very exiftencc was a 
fhort time ago problematical. It is true, 
indeed, that though the journey to Darfur 
may be accomplifhed in forty days, a hun- 
dred more are required to reach Torolwc- 
too. A merchant whom I found at Keneh, 
and who had often been to Darfur, where 
the caravans afrive from .Tombuftoo, gave 
me the following itinerary, which Lfubjcuii 
in the note.* Here alfo wc found nMiipy 

* Bjoutefram Siut to Darfur and Sennaar by Dongola» 

From Siut by the defert, in a fouth-wefterly diredion, 

lour days are required to reach Korg-Eluah, the moft 

populous and beft cultivated of the oafes: ,here is-a 

jftreamof frcih water, which, rifing.ouj of the groend, 

isi 



TrnkUhf Meccan, and Mootilh tnerchahbi 
come to. exchange coffee and Indian cottoon 
for corn* 
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ii^ aftor a ihart coatfe, loft iii it again : thefe is a fer^ 
tiefiy and a lai|[e tillage. . 

From Kofg-Elnah to Bulague,^ another oafi$» half si 
day's journey : here ,\% a fmall -vilb^e^ and wdl tafied 
watCTy whichy however^ is apt to diiagree wkh thoie wbt^ 
are not accuftomed to it. 

From Bulagoe to jEMMadsOx, ont dtfi bracldih 
water. 

From El-Bfaddi to Bcris, half a day^s journey. Here 

I 

there is a large yillage* and tolerably good water. 

From Beris to £1 Mekh> two hours. Here it is ne-^ 
ceflary to lay in a ftock of water^ £br the oafes ceaie at 
Bl llekh^ and nothing but fait or brackifli water is td 
bemet irith for feveral days. .Travelling from this place 
in the fame direction as at 6xA, after fix days^ we reach 
Defir.^ 

From DeSr to Selima> three days : fait water^ imt nol 
^ qatte undrinkable* ^ 

ttom Selima to Dongola^ where we again meet with 

the 
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* . 

Kotwithiiandmg tbe£s fevourabk appear* 
ftnccs^ and the cpiiet fuhmHBon of the iupe« 
rior claSes^ the mais of the tiatit}ti, 'wbg had 
nothing to loie^ confidering our equity as in« 
dicati ve of our weakiieis> allowed themielves 
to be reduced by the beys^ who, taking ad^ 

the NilCf fooy dap. Here -a, frdOb iupply of water and 
provifions muft be laid in. 

From Dongola^ bearing away more to the weft Sst 
Sour days, we arriTe at £1 Groyali. 

From EI Goyah to 2^gaond^ fix days: brackii&- 
water* 

From Zagaoneh to Dar&r, ten 4ays, without sMi- 

ing ^th either village or waters 

- •<« * 

The other route from Dongola to Darfur" requlm 
ieventeen days march in a foutherly dire£Hon to Sen« 
naar, and hence to Darfur twelve days trammelling due 

- - 

It \s above all efl^tial, in fuch a journey, to be fu& 

ficiently well mountedi to keep up with the caravan, 

as this ftops for no one, and he who goes flower than 

the xeft is neceflarily left behind. 

vantage 
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vantage of their religious prejudices^ and Ihe 
influence which the high tone of command 
has over thofe that have been long zccuf* 
tomed to obey, began afireih to organize an 
c^pofition, eight or teii leagues from our 
head*quarters. 

* 

Beneadi, a town two miles long, and 
containing twelve thoufand inhabitants, al- 
ways rebellious againft every govarnmcnt, 
from its fituation on the verge of the de&rt, 
had called in the Arabs : a caravan £rom 
Darfur was alfo juft arrived here. Murad-' 
Bey, profiting of this concurrence, had found 
means, by working on their religious fana- 
ticifm, on a ludden to excite the whole to' 
arms. Immediately upon intelligence of this 
being received. General Davouft was dif- 
patchcd with the cavalry to Beneadi : the 
common trahquilKty required the deftnic-^ 
tion of a volcano that was inceflaritly tlircaf- 

eniftg 
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ening us: the troops, animated with the 
hope of plunder, in : an inftant fwept ^\yay 
the whole village : thofe of the inhabitants 
that efcaped joined the remnant of the Mcc- 
cans, marched againft Miniet, and were put 
to the fword in a fccond encounter* 

Among the booty of Bcncadi was., an im- 
BDcnfe number of women, partly inhabitants 
of the place, and partly flaves brought by th& 
caravan : thofe to whofe Ihare they fell ia 
the divifion of the ipoil fold them in open 
market ; from one they paiTed to another^, 
rifing in value with every change of mafters^ 
till at length they were purch^fed again 
from their laft owners by their fathers, their 
huibands, or their former maflers : meek and 
modeft, they fubmitted with impaffivc re- 
ii^nation to their lot, and were reinftated ia 
their domeftic relations without any quef- 
tions being aiked. . A conduct fo little con- 

Yqu IL U fonant 
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fimant to the ufual habits of Mahomedafi 
jtaloufy, inducing us to exprefs our furprize, 
wc wcic anfwered very fenfibly, ''What 
*' &ult of theirs is it that we have not been 
^ able to defend them ?*' 

Murad^Bey, who had arrived by way of 
die defert, to cut off our commumcation 
with Cairo, iaw the attack and de(hu<5iion 
of his allies, without daring to come to their 
affiiiance : he contented himielf with taking 
aies|fures for holding u^ in check, vidthout 
much riik to his owq troops, waiting in the 
Hsean while for more favourable circum« 
fiances : the preient was not the time far 
him either to pvopoie or to accept terms of 
accommodation, for what community of po- 
litical or commercial iaterefts W9S there be- 
tween us, on which to bale the reipedire 
guarantee of mutual good faith! Aceuftomed, 
bcfides, to unforeieen reveries of fortune, his 

hopes 
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hopes were' ftill kept alive. The atxfencc of 

the cornmonder in chief, the employment 

of part of our forces in the Syrian cxpcdi- 

'tion, the conft^tit forfnatipn of Co^piracies, 

ail forbade him to defpoqd ; . nor was he 

ivanting to his own fortune, m takiQg fiveCy 

means of organizing and keeping up the 

^irits of hi«^ party. He perfwLded the #mir 

Adgl at Cai]t>» who was under orders to join 

the commander in dtii«f in Syri^, to aiemhlc 

9 body of ncien fufficient to ijeise Bclbeii, 

which lay in hip road, by a coup-de-mAih ; 

t&uis to cut off tb^ nstreat of the army, fe) 

xaifc the country ppon pwr jlcatter^d foitmy 

and oblige ys to concentrate om^ tfoop^ by 

abandoning Upper JEgypt. Thip prpjanHiog 

fchcnte terminated* however, ^y m the 

minof llie emir: (omc fu^ieious movements 

difcQvered bis defigns, and to avoii being 

wrefted by the g^rrifon of Belbeis, be was 

U 2 obliged. 
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obliged, witK a few followers, to hurry to tlic 
defert^ The detedio'n of this confpiracy, the 
mafiacre of Beneadi, and the fecxmd defeat 
at Mipiet of thoie who had efcaped the 
tnaflacre, again unhinged the projects of 
Murad-Bey, and obliged him to retire to the 
oafes. 

While at Keneh 1 had to regret the death 
of a crocodile, which ibme peaiants having 
fiirprifed afleep, had bound and brought alire 
to the officer who commanded during the 
abience of General Beliard : the animal be- 
ing yet young, and fettered by an iron circle 
between the fhoulders and belly, could not be 
very formidable; we might have ohferved 
and become acquainted with his habits,which 
are unknown even in his native country, fo 
much is he an objeft of terror ! It would 
have, been curious to fee his manner of eating, 
to.afcertain w^hat kind of food he lives on, 

whether 



\ 
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whether maftication is neceffary to hiin, and 
if fo, how it is effeftcd in an animal pofleffcd 
only of cutting teeth ; how his throat fup^- 
plies the place of a tongue, and whether ad- 
vantage might be taken of his voracity to 
render him tame. . He might, perhaps, have 
been brought aUve to France, and might 
there have been fubmitted to the examina- 
tion of the naturalifts and the curioiity of 
the Parifians, doing homage to the nation as 
a trophy of the conquered 'Nile. In my 
wanderings on the banks of this river I have 
fcen a great number of all fizes, from three 
to tWenty-fix or twenty-eight feet in length : 
many officers worthy of credit aflured me 
that they met with one no lefs than forty 
feet long. They are by no means fo feroci- 
ous as is pretended : their favourite refbrts 
are the low iflands of the river, where they 
are feen baiking In the fyn (the moil: intenf^ 

U 3 beat 



heat ti whidi Appeurs highly grtteful to 
them) by mimberfi at a. time, afleep and mo- 
ttoftlefft a& (b many logs of wood^ furrounded 
by birds^ who appear totally unmindful of 
them* What is the food of thele large ani- 
mah ? Many ftdries are related of them, but 
we have not yet had an opportunity of veri- 
fying a ^ngle otle. Daring even to impm- 
dence^ our foldiers iet them at defiance ; eren 
I myfclf bathed daily in the Nile ; for the 
tranquil nights that I thus obtained rendered 
me regardlefs of dangers which we had not 
as yet verified by a fingle fad. If the croco- 
diles had devoured a few of the caroaCes 
which the war left at their difpofal^ fuch a 
fbttd, it might be imagined, would only ex- 
cite their appetite, and engage them to pur- 
fiie wheitt alive fb fevourite a prey ; and yet 
we were nfever ohce attac;ked by them, nor 
did l;ve ever meet with a fingle crocodile at a 

diflance 
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^iflance from the water. Hence it appears 
probable that they find in the .Nile itfelf a 
iufEcient quantity of eaiily procurable food, 
ivhich they digeft flowly^ being, like the 
lizard and ferpent, cold-blooded and of an 
inactive ftomach. Befides, having in the 
Egyptian part of the Nile no enemies but 
each other' and man, they would be truly 
formidable, if, covered as they are with aa 
almoil: impenetrable • defenfive armour, they 
were alert and ikilful in making ufe of thoic 
which nature has given them for attack. 
When I left Keneh, General Beliard had ft 
young one in his poiTeilion no more than fix 
inches long, v^hich yet already began to (how 
its native ferocity. I was afterwards inform- 
ed by the general, that it lived four months 
without eating, without appearing to fu£fer, 
without appearing to gtowi or to become 

V i ■ leaner, 
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leaner, and to the laft was as imtradable as 

ever, 

» 

Ammianus Marcellinuj, who 'wrote in the 
time of Julian, has recorded, that, from the 
remoteft antiquity, the Egyptians confidered 
themfelves as* dupes, if they paid their debts 
without being compelled tp it by adual force 
or fear : fortunately for me, the people of 
Dendera had not degenerated from their an- 
ceftprs. 

From the window of my apartment at 
Kcneh, I faw the ruins of Tcntyra, two 
leagues. off, on the other fide of the Nile; 
thofe ruins, the recoUedion of which ^ijnred 
me with fo much intercft, mixed at the fame 
time with regret, at not having had an op- 
portunity to make a drawing of a zodiacj 
which clearly pfoved the deep knowledge of 
the ancient Egyptians in ^ftronofloy. . 

The 
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' The Dendcrites.rcfufing to pay the trlbuten 
a hundred men were fent thither, whom I 
accompanied. From Dendera to the ruins 
of Tentyra is only twenty minutes ride ; this 
leitter place, from its ancient monuments, is 
called by the Arabs, Berbeh. We arrived at 
the town irt the evening, and the next morn- 
ing, with a guard qf thirty men, I went to 
the ruins, and this time took pofleffion of 
them in the plenitude of repofe and quiet. I 
was firft of all delighted to find that my en- 
thufiaftic admiration of the great temple was 
not ^n illufion produced by the novelty of its 
appearance, fince atter- haying feen all the 
other Egjrptian monuments, this ftill appear- 
ed the moft perfeft in its execution, and con- 
ftrudled at the happieft period of the arts and 
iciences : every thing in it is laboured, is in- 
terefting, is important. It would be ncceffary 
to draw the whole in its moil minute detail, 

to 
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to poflefs our&lves of all that U worth car« 
lying away ; nothing has been made without 
fome end in view, without contributing in 4 
greater' or lefi degree to the perfedion and 
harmony of the whole. As my dmt here 
was vcTj limited I I began with what had 
been the principal objeft in my journey 
hither, the celeftial planiiphere, which occu« 
pies part of t^e ceiling o£ a little apartment, 
built over the nave of the great temple. The 
floor being low, and the room dark^ ! wa« 
able to work at it only a few hours in the 
day; but neither this, nor the multipligity 
of the details, and the great care requiied in 
not confounding them by the necdCty of 
viewing them in fo inconvenient a poAarc, 
abated my ardour : the defire of bringing to 
the philolbphers of my native country the 
copy of an Egyptian bas-relief of fo mupli 
importanipe, made me patiently ecidurc tho 

tormenting 
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tormenting pofition required in its delineao 
tion. (See Plate LVIII.) I cppied alfo the 
reft of the ceiling, ^hich is divided into two 
equal parts, by a large figure that feems to 
be an Ifis : her feet rell: upon the earth, her 
^rms are extended towards heaven, and ihe 
appears to occupy all the fpace between. In 
another part of the ceiling is a large figure, 
probably reprefcnting heaven, or the year, 
with its hands and feet on the fame level, 
and enfolding with the curvature of the body 
fourteen globes', placed on as many boats, 
diflributed over Icven bands or zones, fepa- 
rated from each other by numberleis hiero- 
glyphics, but ±00 much covered with ftalac- 
tites and fmoke to allow of being copied. I 
took, however, a Iketch of this compartment 
of the ceiling, in order to give a general idea 
of its form. (See Plate LIII. Fig. 1. and the 
general plan of this apartment, Plate LVIIL 

in 
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in which the rdative pofition of the ieveral 

* 

obje&s IS laid down.) 

Behind this firft chamber is a iecond^ 
which receives light only through the door ; 
this alio is covered with moil intereiling and 
admirably executed hieroglyphical pi&ures. 
^otwithftanding the darknefs, and the dif- 
^culty of getting what little light there was 
to fall at the fwac time on the bas-relief and 
my paper> I piade drawings of almoft all that 
was contained on the ceiling or the walls. 
(Sec Plate I^III. Fig. 2, and Plate XL. Figs. 
5» 0, 7, and 8.) It is di^cuU to imagine 
what could be thp ufe of this little edifice, fo 
carefully f^iifhed and ornamented with pic^ 
tures fo evidently fcientific: thofc on the 
ceilings appear to relate to the motions of 
the heavenly bodies, and thofe on the walls 
have probably fome^ reference to the earth, 
and the in4uencc3 q( the air and water. The 

earth 
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earth is univcrfally reprcfented by the figurt 
of Ifis, who was the prefiding divinity in all 
the temples of Tentyra, and whole emblem 
or figure is found in every part : her head is 

m 

fcen forming the capital of the columns be* 
longing to the portico, and the firft chamber 
of the great temple : it is alfb in the centre 
of the aftragal, and fculptured in gigantic 
proportions, on the outfide of the foundation 

• • • 

wall : it is the diftinguifhing objeft in the or- 
naments of the frieze and the cornice, and is 
conlpicuous in all the pi6hires with her pro* 
per attributes- It is Ifis to whom all the 
ofFerings are made; when they are not pre- 
fentcd by herfelf to her hufband Ofiris : her 
figure is infcribed on the outer gates of the 
cnclofure, and to her arc dedicated the little 
temples that are there reprefented ; *in that 
on the right hand of the entrance, Ihe is 

« 

triumphing over tw^o evil genii; in that 

which 
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ii?bidi is behind the great tempie» die b vi^ 
rioiiily defcrihed as holding Horus in her 
armsi defending him from every hoilile at* 
tempti entruiting him only to figures like 
cows, and iuckling him at every agei from 
infancy to puberty. 

I employed all the time in which^ for want 
of light, I was unable to work at the plani- 
ipbere^ in meafuring the capitals and cb^ 
lumnsi in making plans and elevations, and 
taking views of the gates. ^ There are novl^ 
xieither doors nor even binges to theie gatesy 
which fcMrmcrly fecluded from propbane cye^ 
ibaCc myileries of which the priefls were fo 
jealous, and alio, perhaps, concealed the tt^^ 

iures of the flate^ The chambers confecrated 

■ 

to eternal night, the myfterioufneis of the 
worihip, oWcurc m the tempjes themlclvcs^ 
the ieciet initiations, fo dijfficult to be ob- 
tajned, and ifor ev<^ ihut againft ibrangers, 

and 



. and the fudden overthrow^ bodi of the go- 
Tcmment and religion^ as *iRx>n as Cambyib 
had violated the &nd:uaries, overthrown the 
divinities, and carried off the treaTureSj aU 
combine in announcing that, within thele 
» , temples was contained the efTence pf all ; 
a,nd that hence emanated all the civil and le- 
ligtons authority 6f the ftate. 

My enquiries, my obiervatioiis, and my 
labours, were cut ihort by the eagemefi of 
the iheik of the village to rid the diftrict of 
our prefence : after the firft day he brought 
in his contribution, the general recalled the 
troops, and thus ended my expedition* 

Juft before ietting off, I took a general 
view of the fite of Tentyra, and the group 
bf monuments that overlook the town, with 
the mountains riiing in the diftance. I alio 
copied an infcription in beautiful and large 
Greek characters, placed like that at Kous 

7 qrt 
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on the liftels to the right and left of the 
t(^ of one of the outer gates, to the foixth 
of the great temple. The following is thtt 
infcription, taken sis corre&tlj. as the muti-^ 
lated ftate of fbme of the tetters would 
admit* 



TPIEPATTOKIATOPXKAISAPezeBOTTIOTAIO 
lEAET . . : i 2 : : PAZPOTBPIIIOnAIOTOKTAIO 
rHrBMONOXKAlMAPKOTKAXlAIOrnOSTOMOTE 
niSTPATHrOTTPT^nNOSITPATHTOTNTOIOIA 
nOXeXMHTPOnOAEni: :::^ XNOMOTTOnPO 
irrAONISIA9EAIMErSTHIKAITOISZTNOI2i®El 
OIZIETOSAAKAIXAPOSOareSEBAITltl. 

Below is the fame inscription, with the 

* — • 

Words feparatcd, and the letters rcftored hf 
the literati whom I have confuted, togc- 
ther with the tranflation that they have 
given of it. 






" On account of the Emperor Caefar, 
'* God, the fon of Jupiter the Deliverer, 
*' when Publius Octavius being governor, 
^* Marcus Claudius Poftumus commander in 

chief, and Tryphon general, the deputies 
\ of the metropolis confecrated, in virtue 

of the law, the propylseum to Ifis, the 

greatell of the goddefles, and to the ailb- 
'* ciated gods of the temple, in the thirty- 
'^ firft year of Cajfar." 

There is another infcription on the liftel of 
the cornice of the great temple ; but I was 
uinable to diftinguifh the characters iiiffi- 

Vol. II. X ciently 
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cieiiftljr wdl to cd|>y them^ Tlu^ few (keek 
dutfactcfSy ia the itiidft df kmumerBble 
Egyptian mfcnptiottH fotni sn csrtiaotdiiiMy 
aad flrfkiiig toRtnift. 
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CHAPTER XVni. 



Pre/int State ^ Copthos-^Kamfin Wtnd, pr 
Hurrkaite of E^ypt -^Swarm tf Locu/k 

^■^Defeat of SeJim^Bey-^^A£arch acro/i tk^ 

'J . 

Defert ta Coffeir^-^Biralharr-^Fmntaku rf 

\ . < ■ . 

Kktdh Mid El'More-^Defcrlptim ff Oiffar 
-^Ardb Cooking'-^Returtt to Moiatam-** 

• « 

Ftqfl at ^bumamJi--^Egyptian Servants^ 

C^OME days aftet my return from Tcw^ 
^^ tyra, the cavalry was fcnt to prbteft a 
military cheft; which waa^ fo be coirreyed 
from Efneh to Keneh/ I took advantage 
of this efcort to go and vifit Keft, or Cop# 
%hds, which 1 had pafled at a diilance three 
times before^ ivithout having had opportu* 
nity to ftop and viiit tUs town, or even to 
ride through it. I wifhed to know whe^ 

X 2 thcr^ 
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thcr G>pthos, which was lb celebrated by 
the odamities which it underwent in the 
time of the perfecutions by Dioclefian, ppr- 
iefled any vefHges of higher antiquity. I 
was ibruck in entering the town with the 
good prefervation of its diffi^reht monuments; 
the andent part ftill remains in the ibite m 
which it was left by the conflagration which 
terminated the long iiege £hat deffaroyed it 
in the third century ; the old limits of the 
city have been abandoned^ and to this has 
fucceedcd an Arab town» with a boundaty 
wall of unbaked bricks^ beyond whicb> 
verging to the weft, wras built the village of 
Keft, which ft ill exifts. Was CopAos the 
ancient name of this town ? And did tbe 
ancient Copts take their name from that 
of Copthos, where zeal colle^ed theit numr 
bers, and made them fuOiaia ib obftinate 
and diiaftrous a ii^ge in .the time of Diocle- « 

fian ? 
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fen? One may evidently diftinguifb the 
different ruins of two temples of high an- 
tiqttity, and thoie of a catholic churchy in 
which taftc and art in the conftruftion were' 
certainly lefs remarkable than the ftjagnifi- 
ccncc and richnefs of the materials cm-' 
ployed: the fragments of porphyry and gra- 
nite columns and pilafters, fcattered over a 
vail Ipacc of ground, remain to atteft the 
opulence and luxury of the firft belie vera; 
but the fculpturc on the doric friezes, ibme 
fragments of which are ftill vifible, flicw' 
tliat at this period the efforts at embellifli- 
ment, which art could command, only im- 
poverifhed the fumptuous magnificence of 
the materials. All thefc monuments lie 
without form and order on the ground, ex- 
cepting a few portions flill left flanding, 
and none of them would furnifh mc with 
^ firigle iubjcA for a drawing. 

X 3 I had 
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I lii4'ai3teQ heard fpeakof tHe lamjm^ 
which ' may be teemed the faurricatie of 
£gypt and the deicrt ; it is equally terrible 
by tho frkhtfttl fpeffeade whldi it exhibits 
when profcnty and by the confequences 
which fpllow its ravages. . We had already 
pafled vrith fecurity one half of the feafon 
in which it appearii when in the evening of 
^< 1 9th of 'May^ I ^It tnyfeif entirely over* 
ciome by a fiiffocating' heat ; it feemod as if 
the flu3:uation of the air was fuddenly fo£^ 
pendcd* I went out to bathe^ in order to 
overcome ib painful a fenfationy when I was 
ibuck on my arrival at the bank of the 
Nile, with a new appearance of nature 
ajround me ; this was ii light and colouis 
which I had not yet fccn: The fun, with'- 
out b^ing concealed^ had loft its rays; it 
had even le6 luftre to the eye than the 
moon, and gave a pale light witbcHit flrade ; 

3 , the 
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t6e water no longer tefle&ed its txyn,. but 
app6affsd in agitation;, every thing h64 
changed its iifual^tafped ; k ww now the flat 
^&tt tiiat feemed luminou8> and th^ air dull 
jmd opaque; the }reUow homoifl ihew^ 
the trees on itg fur&cd of a dirt)^ blue } fioekd 
of bird* were flj^ng off beibre the cloUd j 
' the lighted toimals ran k>o£b in the coun**^ 
txyi Mowed bf - the ihoutitig inhftbitantSy 
vnho vainly attettif»eed to colleft them to** 
gether agsun ; the wind^ which had f l^if<;d| 
Ifaisi immcnfe majf& of vapour^ and was ixtg- 
ing it forward^ had not yet reached a$; 'we 
tfa<mght that by plungii^g our bodies i^ th« 
V^at^r^ which was then calii)> we could pre- 
vent the banGdRii c^&t of this ;$ais of duft^ 
which was advandng from the Ibuth-weft; 
but we had hardly entered the river tvhen 
it began to fwell all at ooce, as if it would 
pverftow its channel, the waves paffed over 

X 4 our 
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our ^eadSf and we felt, the bottom hcare 
vp. under, our feet; our dodres vv^eK^tan-' 
yeyed a way. along with tbbJIore itfelfi whicK 
ieemed to be carried off bj the vrhirlwind 
tvhich had no w. rei^:hetl w ; : %ve were com- 
pelled to leave the water »> .aod our wet and 
n^ked bodica beiQg:'bcat f^pi^n by a. Aqtqi 
of iand, were ioon enci^iflyftfl^t.wkh a black 
mudj . which preyented u^./fiom dreffing 
ourfelve^; enlightaoed oaly.by a lied and 
gloomy fun^ with- our. eya: {amsting% bup 
no^s fluffed up> and . our . tkrqats doggjbd 
with dud, fo that we cduld b&rdly.breathe*^ 
we loft each other and our wiay homCy and 
arrived at our lodgings at laift ooc by one, 
groping our way, and guided roniy hy.thc 
walls, which marked our., track; . We could 
now cafily concciv? the ,dr?adful fitiiationjof 
tbofe who are furprifed Fithfuch.a -.pheno- 
menon of nature, when croffing. |lic escpoifed 

and 
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and naked d^iibrts 4 isind we ^ere fo accuf* 
tofned to the fcrcne fltjr of Egypt, that wc 
coiild hardly bcaAvrtdi^ any patience fuch a 
faddcn tranfiitbn. 

The next day />the fame mafs of duft, at- 
tended with iiipllar appearances, traveUed 

along the ' defetT of Lybfe : it followed the 

< 

chain of the mountains, and when wc flat- 
tered ourielves that we were entirely rid of 
thiapeftileiure, thd weft wind brought it back, 
and once more overwheimed us with this 
Scorching .tosrent; the Aaihts of lightning 
appeared to pierce with ;difficulty dirough 
this deafe vapour; all the elements- fecrtied 
^o, be ftill itk ' dii&rder ; tfaer rain Was teixed 
With whirlwindsof fire, wind, and duft; and 
in this time of confu£on' the trees and all 
the other prbdu^ons of nature feemed to be 
again plunged in the bprrorg of chaos. 
If the deferfc qf Lybia had fent us theft 

clouds 
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floodftof duftf dxife on thr eaft, oh die cen^ 
txnry, had beeti inimdatcd with vrtLter, fdr 
^c merchants who came^m the bonders 
of the Bed Sea told us^ that in die vaUies 
they had the water iip to the middle of their 
kgs. 

Two days after this dif^i^^ we were tqld 
that the plain was covered with birdsj which 
were palling oa from eaft to weft> like the 
clofe 'filial of a^: ^IPjr ; and, indeed^ we &w 
at f^ dtfiance the fields appear to niove^ \ik& 
a broad torrent flovi^ng through the countfy. 
Thinking that they. niight be fome foreign 
\i^ we haftc^ied out tome^t them; but 
tnftcad of birds we faw a cI6u^ pf k>cv^ 
who jttfl: ikimmed the ibiK ihipping at each 
blade of gra& to dp^raur it^ thec^ ^p^g ^ 
to new food. If it had b^ion the fed&n in 
which the com was ybndg and tender^ tkis 
would have beca a £bria|is.plagu|e^; for thefc. 

children 
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phildrea of thp defert are as lean, as n^tivt,- 
and as vieofoufi vs tke Bedouin Aiute ; it 
would be intGriGriiBing to know how tKey liv«t' 
and prqobce fuch mukitudes in fo arid a de* 
ibrt; pcurbaps it was the rainr tbs^t had hllcti 
in the valleys which had fnddenly hatched 
them, an[d had prodaced thi? emigration; J v& 
as certain-winds bring fwarms of gnats. The . 
wind chan^t^ again in a Contrary dired:ion 
to their ma^fch^ they were once more driven 
back into the defdrt. Thefe locitfeare of a 
roie^oiil^r; ijpeckled with black, very flrqng« 
ap^, And difficult ta catch. 

We feamed that a detachment of two 
huis^d mext * from oiur ^gnrrlfea at Efneh^ 
tx>Qimanded by captain Benand, had iet out 
from £tfui and Kad marched towards Syene^ 
in orderto dislodge from this town Oiman 

and AiTan^Bey, who had fetumed thither; 

. « 

• Emboldened by the foiiall number of 

^ > ' • ■■ * ■ 

French, 
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Frendfif ^ho wexe.marcluiig withotit can-r 
non^ they attacked ova men with their ufual 
impetnoiity* The eveat was that Selim-Bcy. 
fell hy our bayoqets^ three ikiaksi oae cafna*- . 
dar, and forty two Mamelukes^ were killed 
cBi the field of battle, ^or were carried off to 
Syenc, where they died the. iaxhc day ; forty 
others . were wounded, and the reft of the 
fugitives afccndcd the ccwntiy abpvc the ca-? 
tiuradls as f^r as Bribes. This, battle com-^ , 
pleated the defltu^lion o£ the Mameluke 
party ; the Arab fhdiks of the. tribe of Ababdes 
were convinced of the infufficicxwgr of their J 
means of rcfiftance/ fcparated 6om. the. con- 
federacy, and canK;<to Keneh tocmake pcaicc 
and alliance withns.. •. . •■ 

. Deiaix^ .inoixler. to drive Murad^from his 
retreat, * was prq^aring at vSiut an expedition 
for the^oaiis ;, the ;€diBibaiid of it mas to be 
given to his aid- dc^ camp SaieacijiwhlbUI gene- 

* yal 
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ral Befiard W8ts ^ettingneady the defachmctit 
which we' were to fehd to Cofleir. . I ihould 
have been glad i6 hard 'accompanied both> 
but I was obliged. tD make my choice: whiift 
I. was heiitatihg, Mutad quitted Helluab, 
and the Eh^Hh appeared at G^i&ir.' AU 
our attention was lio^ direded to their quar* 
tcr; Gtncfal Douzelot arrived at Kcneb, 
with orders to mark out the plan fi>r>fort 
to contain* fix li^imdred men, and t& go for* 
ward to Cofleir to eftabUfli him&lf therp. 
The neceflary pro^iiiOQs were made fot both 
prc^e^y and we were fi)<)n ready to march 
for the deiS^rt. • ^ 

We coHdSed a great nuinber of ci(nlels> I 
iay v>e,, becauie by degrees one identifies 
oncV&lf with thoie that one lives with^ and 
J was a party concerned ift every event that 
happened to the diviiion of Defaix; and more 
particularly to the twen^-firfi: demi-brigade. 

I par- 
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i partook of its dangccs^ Ltt iuccefies; its thifi^ 
IbmmoB, aad I ptc&rtde . xnyftlf that I came 
in for iboae fhare of itR.gldry'* Our caifeYaa 
iMras compo&d of three hondredidad insty^idL 
«f our men; we had eacLdf us acamei td 
^KirfeWeSriwKich alfb cmied t£e baggage and 
"watfT nece£&ry for each individ^; and be«- 
^es, twa hundred camels ^i^e loaded with 
mtixAcu of the firft neceffity foe" us on our at^ 
rivftl at Cb^ir. The dnefe^the Anibs> whft 
had jud: made alliance with us, joined out 
caravan^ making advantage of ^this opportu- 
tAty to ingratiate themfd^^s wil^ ns. b^ ferv^ 
ing as guides^ eicort^ and reass-gtAud; tbt 
^hole party might amount m all 4o a thou* 
iand c^ eleven hundied m^i^ and as^ tnmf 
esmels# It was entertaining (or tisrto &e ^Sach 
other mount our beaft^; the c^md, mho is 
m general fo deliberate in all his "a^ions^ 
motmtj (m his hind legs fiift vferjr hniklf as 

Ibou 
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ic^Olsa the rider Icscis onihis fitddk tdripon^ 
tip>. md throwis; Ubi fiffi: Sotvntd and thcit 
backwaid, 0nditis.ftDtt:i!i the florardi tho- 
tion when the ' facaft is entarely on bis kgk 
that the lidcr cfta fi]id^hi$ baiance. • Nctm 
i]^;U& had beea able to xefift the firfl: fiiakev 
and we each hadita.lauigb at otir hei^bouft, 
tin we were all vrcH fixed on our featsu ^ 
We left Keoeh the 2Gtb^ oi Ma)% at fien in 
the.momix^ and atrivcd at tfemur iathea^er^ 
»Bop at Birambarr or Bivflilbafr //ii^ ffTdl cf 
WldkJ ft vifflage on the edge >of the deleft^ 
about as high isip as Cc^t]|bs> and <)ppcrfito t^ 
the diefik which leads ta Kittah> a fountaiii^ 
of whiidi i have i^ioken above, and which is 
tile radiating centre of aS the distent i^oads 
that lead to CoiSsir. We habsed at Birai7ibar> 
and after the camels had eat and drank a$ 
mttdi as they cbofe^ ^y weie compeUed to 

fwallow 
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iWallow a iecond allowance of beam and bStf«^ 
lej^ which was forced iata their mouths.: 

The name of Biralbarr, or ^ell ^ ifilkp 
aiifcs doubtleis fiom the. two foimtain^ wlodch 
are the only reiburccs whicht this riUagc 
ofiers. The water is fiili^ureoiu^ Imt iweet 
and rtfrefliing, owing, to the nitre winch it 
contains.' I had. been apfurehen&re xd the 
fwinging patd of the camd» and the prancing 
of the drooM^aiy had made, n^ fear faeiiig 
thrown .over :his head, but 1 was ^n agrec^ 
ably undeceived. When cMice £xed in the 
faddle^one has only. to give way. to the.mo^ 
tion of the beaft* and one ibon.finds.thatit 
is impo(fibl? tp. be mor^ pk^iAntlJt mounted 
for a long journey, efpecially jas.no .s^ention 
,is requifite to guide the ancoiaU except in 
turning him out of his firait/Qrwa^ diree- 
tion> wliich rery fddOm happem in ttic de- 
2 ictt- 






(eit atidamidd a caravan. The camel very 
rarely trips, and never ftumbles except where 
the ground is wet : the dromedary is among 
th« camel tribe what the greyhound Is among 
dogs ; they are only ufed for the iaddle : £ 
ring is paflcd through their noftril, to which 
a tliong is tied^ and this ferves as a bridle 
to guide and flop him^ or make him kneel 
when the ridet wiflics to difmotmt. The 
pace of the dromedary is lights the opening 
of the angle of his long legs, and the flexible 
ipring of his lean foot renders his trot eafiec 
than that of any hdrfe^ and at the £ime time 
fidl as fwift. 

in quitting Biralbarr we turned to the eaft, 
and entered a l6ng vride valley, forming an 
extenfive plain, at the extremities of wbick 
aj^pear fome points of rocks, which (hew that 
one is travelling along a chain of bills. I 
regretted I had not Do}omieu with me in 
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this journey, but Gitized Roziere fuppUed 
his place. We marched thus till ten at night 
in good order, ib that on flopping at any time 
we could immediately form in military array* 
We then each fpread our carpet befide our 
camel, fupped on it, and ilept. At one in 
the ihorning the moon rofe the drum ^vas 
beat/ and in five minutes time we were all 
again on our march without any confiiiion 
or trouble.' In the defert one feels One's re- 
Ipeft rbdoubled for the camel, that venerable 
animal ; however hard is his condition, he 
knows it^ and conforms to it without impa- 
tience; he is a truly bountiful gift of Provi- 
dence, and nature has fet him down in a 
country in which his place could not be fup- 
plied to the fcrvice of man by any animal 
whatever ;' the fand is traly his element, for 
jbs ibon as he ^uits it, and touches the mud, 
lie can hardly keep upon hi^ feet, and his 
. i 3 . ConQant 
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conibint trips alarm the rider ibr the ikfety^ 

of himfelf and hid ba^age* 

, At day-break we arrived at Kittah, ^ very 

iingular fountain^ iince it is iituated on a 

higher level than all thp flirrounding ground; 

thb fountain confiib of three wells fix feet 
m depth, and the Itrata of which are, firft, 

a bed of fand, and beneath^ a free-ftone rock, 
through whiqh the jvater filtrates, and flowly 
fills. the botes that are dug. There inhere 
a ftnall naofque, or caravanfary, which {cty^^ 
for :iheltcr to traveller? when they are not 
very nutaierou5» 

' One may here be convinced of the im^ 
portahce of tboie wells which ^e ib often 
metitioned }nthe Old Teftament, and the 
hifloiy of the Arabs ; and one fees how dif-- 
ficult it would be to ere^ the fmalleft edifice 
in fuch infulated and unproteded ipots, 
Ithat are fo barren of necefiary fiippllcs } and 

Y 2 • yet 



^it would be abfoiutdy neoeflarj, in taKing> 
permanent pofleflion o£ £gypt» to ered a * 
iortrefi^ and to keep % gainion in Kittah, 
to afliire a free communication between^ 
Cofleir and the Nilct and to reprefi tfae 
Arabs of theie partSi to whom this fodntain; 
IB a poft wlii<^ renders them midlers of «ik 
axtenfite coontiy^ on accMiit of the per^ 
fnanent and inexhauffiUe ^nrce of water, 
which> if not fecuitd^ would always afford 
a tcsAj iiipply to aii enemy aa Fionas he wu 
driven ioto the deiert. We condnued to 
march the reft of the day throng the fame 
kind of country, but it infoifibly roie^ and 
the Anges of mountains on either fide ^ 
prbached nearer to each other. We thexi 
encamped during thb evening, and fefumed 
our march as on the day before. 

At day-break we found the ^pearanca 
of the country changed; the moiiataini 

7 ^ ^ * that 
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jbhat W6 had pafTed the day before wef« 
rocks of free*ftoQiej theie were of pudding** 
^ne^ b^in^ a mixture of granite^ P^^hyrji^ 
terpentine, and other primitive ipecies, agfi- 
^regat^d in green fchiftus. The valley con^ 
tjnued to grow narrower, and the rocks oa 

m 

every &ie more lofty. At Doon. we ha4 

Iteached the firft half of our journey, in th« 
midft offine rocks of breccia, which woul4 
be very eafy to work, if it, were not for the 
^eat diilance ftom any iiipplies of provifioti: 
the portions of granite, of jsrhich diis breccia 
is compoied, (hew that the primitive moun-^ 
tains are not far diflant. Having pafied theic 
fine rocks, we began to defcend again, till wc 
reached a fountain called EI- More, which is ' 
only a ihiall hole render a rock. The watelr 
was excellent, but not fufScient for our nu- 
merous caravan; we paiTed on jto a fecond 
watering-place, compofed of fev^ral welkj; 

Y 3 under 
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under a ibck of vcxy green fchiftus, mixed 
ivith white quartz^ which gives it the ap- 
pearance of the antique green marble. This 
was the pnly fpot for about forty paces in 
which the road was narrow ^d difficulty 
and gave us fome trouble to get our artillciy 
over ; all the icft viras' like a well fanded 
walk in a garden : the bafe of the rock is 
fwept by torrents from the fides of the hills 
when it rains; and thcfe fbods/ which only 
laft a few hours, level the valley before then^j 
without, however, making a ravine, • 

The variety of form and colour in theie 
rocks began to break the fad and monotonous 
uniformity of the defert, and gave it almoft 
a rural appearance ; the country became 
fonorous ; the noife of our party began to 
echo in the valleys, and appeared like the 
wakening of nature, for our troops had 
crofied the fandy plains in Alence; haxdiy 

had 
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had they begun to converfe when in the vaU 

« 

leys, but ivhen arrived among the rocks, they 
made them refound with mirth and gaiety> 
and the gloom of the defcrt difappeared. 
This fecond fountain, though abundant, .was 
too limited to fupply the wants of our whole 

troop ; only a part of tl^ccn could fill their 

water- veffels, and we pu(hed on to that of 
El- Adoute, where the water, thou^ . not 
quite fo fweet, is ftill very goad. We' dug 
a well, which direcSly gave it of excelle.nt 
quality; and as it was the only drinkaHe 
water that we were to meet with" in the re-^ 
maihder of our journey, we and our camels 
drank for the prefent and future, replaced 
with it that which was in our water- vcflels, 
and took in as large a fupply as poiCble, to 
laft tis to Cofleir, as it v\?ould be fcanty and 
bad in the whole road thither. With a 
fortified tower, a ciftern, and a car^yaniary 

Y 4 eftablifiie4 
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efiabKfl)od here, the ptfiage from Qiflcir to 
the Nile would be as eafily pradicabk as any 
other road. 

In proportion as we deicended^ the motin* 
tains diminiihed in height ; they no longer 
exhibited the £ime beds of 'magnificent 
breccia^ but vrcrc again beconoie fiUceous^ 
crofled with quartz* We flopped to fleep 
ibme hoursi after having marched eighteen. 
At day*break we found the valley much e|[i- 
larged^ and ibon it was crofled fiiddenly by 
a reddilh calcareous mountain^ edged wi^ 
ibme rocks of free*fl;one ; we coafted along 
the foot of this mountain, which, in round* 
ing off, was terminated h^ a fchiftofe rock^ 
and beyond it the ibata 'were entirely cal- 
careous. Here is the fountain of Ambagi^ 
but the water is only diinkable for c^neb; 
though it is in considerable quantity, it pof^ 
i^esthe quality of a mineral ipring» and 

would 





V^fuld perhaps be as falutary in the cure 6^- . 
4ifealcs as Spa, qt Barege ; but here, where, 
owing to the fterility of the foil, and- the fo- 
bricty of the inhabitants, there are but few: 
difeafes and^Jio phyficians, thi? fpring creep^ 
inglorious under a black and mephitic 
mud : and as it purges thofe whp~can endure 
the deteftable tafte which it leaves in the 
mouth, and cncreafes inftead of fatisfying 
thirfl;, it paffes for the moft malignant foun- 
tain in the country. - However, it has been 
the means of the growth of feven or eight 
palm-trees, which form the only grove that 
is to be fceft for fifty leagues around. 

I perceived by the lightnefs of the air, 
that we were approaching the fea; and foon, 
in following the courfe of a large ravine, wc 
faw the waves breaking on the reefs which 
line the Ihore. A mift on the horizon 
pointed ^ out to us the Afiatic coaft, which^ 

however^ 
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^arevcr^ was too far to be at all diff erned^ 
Tke Ababdes Arabs^ who had preceded u$r 
had gone on before to give notice of our 
arrival to the inhabitants of Coileir^ and wc 
favr them return with the fhciks of the towii 
and tbeiT followers, driving before them a. 
flock of fheep, the firft offering of peace and., 
homage. The cdftunie of the Coffcirans i& 
the jEame as that of Mecca ; the Ababdes 
were many of them naked, except a girdle 
. nund theit Joins, with a lance in their hands, 
and a dagger attached to the left arm ; they 
fat with theirjegs croffcd on the lofty faddlc 
of their meagre dromedaries, forming- a fin-. 
' gukr contraft with the Meccans, who had a 
graver air» wore a head-drefs like the ancient 
Roman augurs, were wrapped up in long, 
garments with broad ftripes, and were, 
mounted on large camels. As foon as the- 
dificreot parties, met, every one difmounted ; 

^ our 
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6ur troops put themfelves in order of battle, 
and after an amicable conference of a few 
minutes, we went altogether to take pofleft 
fion of the* caftlc, on which the white 
ftandard of peace was waving. I had formed 

fuch an idea of a pitiful town and ruined 
caftle in Colieir, that when I came to them, 
I thought the former almoft iplendid, and 
the caftle, a fort^ This latter is an Arab 

edifice, built in the times of the caliphs^ iq. 

« * 

the ilyle of the fortifications of Alexandria, 

m 

forming a fquare with four curtains, flanked 
with as many baflions, without ditches : but 
by. adding a counterfcarp to the prefcnt 
fortifications, the caftle may rcfift the float- 
ing batteries and the troops >yhich may be 
landed from the Bed Sea. The port and 
road of Cofleir is fprmed by reefs, which 
defend it from the north-north-weft winds, 
and a bead-land that protects it from, the 

fouth- 
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iZmtb-^fbuth-eaftr . It is c^n on the eaft aod 
feuth-eaft. This bead-land^ or cape, 14 
^titif ely ^{ late formation, and is oompoied 
t>r iiothing but iQddreporei^ the greater nwxx? 
ber of which ace of an enormous £ze* 
Nothing can describe in adeqtiate terms the 
ierere iadnefs of the country, the rig^d afpe^« 
of the foil, and the iniupportaUy dazzling 
f efledion of the fiin from the white ihelJj 
^ote; ai^ to fee hnman being$ in bufUe and 
agitation in this barren fpot, gives one a 
ftriking pi^re of the p^vatioas which 
avarice will endure in order to obtain a fupcr^ 
€uity. The Arab hou&s are compoied q{ a 
^w pieces of wood that iiipport fome miferr 
able mats, under which the inhabitants live 
*on (hell'fifli, and form all their boufehoid 
iiteniils of the (hells ; and even work them 
'into boxes, whi<^ are not without elegance. 
It -would have been interefting to have re- 

connoitered 
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ednnoiteted iiie toad of BcrexifiOs/^iYliich waft 

xttade at a great ca^pence bjr the PtoWxiie^^ 

forly leagues to the ibuth> and lifterwoidsl 

flbafldoaed fi>r that of i)oi£bir, ivrhkb/ how**^ 

erct, tvill oni]r hold a fiBall number of mer^^. 

chant ftipfs.of infericti: iize^ i8 iJaie ^pth <^ 

Water is only two ^tixomsh and two and ai 

half whet)e it is the doepc3& To bad tbe^ 

VefTels^ they are dl^iged to cac^ the goods in 

' the afins ^of men a. hundred and fiftjr paces 

frdm tkeihore^ to put. diem on boaid boots^ 

Whieh aftbrwards ha^e to take th€m to the 

vefibls whkh am to be frdi^^ With att 

diefe hiconyetiiBnciGi, it mq^t at firft ^p« 

pear forimfiiig, t^ find iftiU iome coinmetcud 

ttdiv^ in Iftie faute and rabbiAi of Cofitbir ; 

bot wheii one conHd&tt^, that k ifi^ after aQ^ 

the b(^ kfiowti pMt in the Red Sea^ that k 

fumiflies ccta to Meeea^ and MMi?es/(hfe 

coffee 
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€aScc of Temen> that it is the pciat of coxH 
tad between Afia and Africa^ and might 
bedome the eutrepdt of the merchandize of 
tbefe parts of the worlds oiie is fiiU more 
aftoniihed that any government can be fo 
waftefully blind to its own refimrcetf, as ta 
llaVe thought of nothing but haraffing, and 
vexing by impdfitions> a commerce, which 
would return iixch large intereft for air that 
might be advanced to it* Neither cuftom-^ 
boufe, nor magazines^ nor even a fingle ciA 
tern are to be found at QgS&\u When wo 
arrived at this port, there was no^ihcr w4ter 
in the town than, what was brqoght &ora 
Afia# and thb coit Us a fbos a gdUet ; but 
the adivity of bur foldiers made them £^d 
^rings in twenty-four hours; and we got for 
nothing water better than tJ^aA which; was 
^old fo daur> though it could not be Ifitf^t or 

heated 
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heated without acquiring an almoft infiip^ 
J)ortable bitterncfs. But as there is no doubt 
that frelh water is to be found in the vicfi-^ 
nity of Goflcio we left it to th^ garrifort 
which remained behind in the place^ and to 
the indefatigable Douzelot, who was to com-* 
mand it^ to firid in the beds of clay fome 
fpring which might not be impregnated 
with any arid and noxious matter. 

The coaft all about Cofleir is frightfully 
poor and barren^ but the fca is. rich in fifb^ 
Ihells^ and corals: the latter are io numc* 
rous^ that it may have been here that the 
whole fca acquired the name of Ked^ whilit 
the fand on the Ihore is fo white. The rcefe 
are only coral and madrepores, as well as aU 
the rocks which lie in thefe feas, to withiii 
half a league of the adual fhorc« I fhould 
have had much fatisfadtion in making a col- 

Icdion 
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ledioa of the fliells on this coaft, which 
•ppeared to be as ntimerous as varied; biit I 
had ibme other drawings to make, and tbele; 
with the neceflaiy preparations for retumingf 
«lldwed me lio fpare time, except to make 
tu ezcorfion along the (hore with our new 
ttUies the Ababdes Arabs. I mounted one 
of their dromedaries, feated myfelf in the 
jaddle of the fafliion of the country, and wa^ 
delighted with the light eafy pace of the otie, 
and the commodioufhefs of the other. We 
cnticely gained their friendfliipby ezerciiing 
imth them ih mock charges> and ihewing fb 
muck confidence in them, as to accompany 
them all day at a diftance from Cofieir, and 
iridtng with them at the rate of a league itt 
Ids than a quarter of an hour. 

Two days after our arrival,.that we might 
jtet wafte the prbvifions of thoie that we 

left 
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Idt ^beliind^ we fet oat on oor retmn ; we 
were ilill preceded by our Arab friends, to 
whom the defert ieemed by right to belong* 
TheynegleAed none of the produds of thcit 
empire ; for we percdved two gazelles flying 
into the de&rt» npon which £c>ur of our allies 
iet out in puriuit of tbcm, with indiflferent 
matchlock guns ; fome minutes after we 
heard only two ihots £red, and we faw them 
return with both the gazelles, who were 
as fat as if .they had beeti fed in the richeil 
paiiure. I was invited to partake of them ; 
and being curicMis to know how their cookery 
was carried on, I went to their quarter : the 
ieader, who was as proud as a fovereign, had 
no other decoratidn than the belt which wc 
had given him ; his palace was wherever he 
ipread his carpdt ; his kitchen utenfils oon* 
fifted of two plates of copper, and a pot of 
Vol: II. Z the 
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the fame metal; batter, flour, and t^d 
(ticks of wood, completed his table equipage : 
in a few minutes he had ftruck a light, col- 
leAed old camels* dung for fuel, made dough 
of his flour; and cooked fome fritters, which 
were very, good when hot ; and this, wtthi 
the ibup of the flcfli, the bouillie, and broiled 
meat, made up a very tolerable repaft for 
one who had any appetite, which, however^ 
was not my cafe, for I had not the leaft in 
the defert^ and I lived almofl: entirely on 
lemonade, which J generally made, when 
riding on my camel, by putting fliccs of 
^ lemon in my mouth, along with fiigar, and 
waihing it down with water. Our Arabs' 
were acquainted with every comer of paf- 
turage ; they knew to what forwardnels of 
growth fuch and fuch plant? fliould have at- 
tained at a league's diiirance from the regular 

track. 
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ttack> and lent their camels to feed upon 
thctn : thcfe poof animals had nothing elfe 
in the whole day but a iingle feed of beans, 
which they ruminate for the remainder of 
the day, either on their journey, or lying 
down on the fcoxching fand, withdut teftify- 
ing the lead impatience- The paffion of 
dcfire alone gives them fomc violence in theiir 
anions, particularly the females, who appear 
more irritable ; and, what is extraordinary, 
fatigue feerns to inflame their temperament, 
inftead of exhauiling them. 

Our retum was ftill nibi'e'rapid thati our 
journey out : being freed from the incum- 
brance of artillery, and every kind of lading, 
i*^e marched more brifkly, ftill, however, 
abridging the time of our halts and our fleep. 
We returned in two days and a half; but, 
for the laft half day we were quite overcome 

• F 

Z 2 with 



|55 tRATBis m B<rrrr. 

with fatigue and droughty and I could only 
quench.my thirft by eating largely of melon?, 
and plunging' in the Nile« After trayelling 
for eight days in the defert,* the fenfes are 
awakened by the llighteft in^preffions ; and 
I (liU remen^ber the delight which I fell on 
dgain fpcnding the night reclined on the 
hanks of thd NUe> hearing the wind milling 
in the leaves of trees, and feeling the refreih- 
ipg coolncis that it acquires in bruihing 
through the long leaves of the palm, which 
it gently agitates : every thing was alive, and 
gave animating ieniations ; life was in the 
air, and nature feeimed to refpire. How* 
ever, I became fully convinced by this jour- 
ney, made in the hotteft time of the year, and 
the hazard of which had been much ex- 
aggerated to us, that the undertaking it la 
what requires the effort of courage, and the 

danger 
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danger flies from thofc who brave it. I will 
here add a note of the hours of march in our 
route, which are not liable to vary, as the 
pace of every loaded camel is the fame : no 
other alteration can occur in this reckoning 
than what arifes froni accidents,, and from 
the greater or lefs time >fpent in halts and 
night encampments. However, every other 
feafbn of the year is preferable to that which 
we were obliged to take for this expedition : 
in winter the traveller may be refreflied in 
the mountains by a rain of ie vcral > hours,^ 
which furnifhes abundance of water, and 
renders the journey only a promenade on 4 
large plain of fand ; but, during the time of 
the kamfln, one may be affailed by thefe 
hurricanes, which, however^ wc hM the 
good fortune to efcape. 

Z 9 Bmn 
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IJours of March of our loaded Camels from 

Keneh to Cojfeir. 

« 

Hours. MiOi 

From Kcnch to Byr-al-Baar -— 3 50 . 
To the halt for the night in the dcfert 4 45 



ToKittah — ^ — 


3 


30 


To the night-halt — — 


t 

4 


30 


To the firft fountain — — 

t 


9 


3i» 


To the fccond, called El-ad-Houtc 





45 


To the night-halt — — . 


4 


30 


To the fountain of Ambagi — 


8 


45 


ToCoflcir — — — 

1 


1 


45 



Total 41 55 

Ther^ only wants at Mokatam granite and 

^rphyry rocks to give it all the charaflers 

of a primitive chain, and thefe inight pro* 

bably be f9und there, iinqe, in the breccia of 

which 
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V 

^hich the mountains are conipofedy rounded 
fragments of tbefe iubflances are obferved. 
On the declivity on each fide, the famexir^ 
cumflances may be noticed ; that is to fay, 
iands arifing from the decompofition of the 
calcareous fiQne« calcareous rocks, free-ilonc^. 
fchiilus, and breccia. ; the decay of the rocks, 
vi^hich appear oflen reduced to their primi- 
tive nuclei, give a pidure refembliiig the 
worn mountains of China. Citizen Roficre . 
could find no traces of emeralds, though the 
valley h celebrated for pofiTeiling mines of 
this precious (lone. 

In the fblitary and baniftied Aate in which 
we found ourielvcs, we were conftantly ex- 
^efftipg new3, and were eager to learn the 
particulars of the operations and fuccefies of 
our chiefs but this intelligence was often 
cl(9)ided with grief in hearing of the lois of 

Z 4 fome 
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feme Qoe or other of our hnrt compamonaip 
Xlie& &tigueft of tbe mmd^ joioed to thoik 
<£ the^ body^ recalled, in a melaochotf way> 
our thoughts towards our native country, and 
made w &el our forlorn fituation, and the 
neceflity which me felt of being near, human 
beings to whom Yv^e weie bomd b^ the ties 
of uSkSicm. We had at this time to regret 
the h(tk of General Qa^arelli, who united to 
rerj diftin^iflxed talents the seal of a tniljr 
philanthropic patiiotifra ; he conidantly ibft^ 
ened the rage for . daring enterprize bj tiic;. 
love of humanity^ and was eycr w^tichfui over 
tbe wel&re and hS^ty of thfe men committed, 
to his cait; in him the well-informed and 
feniihle lofl: a fkther and a friedd ^ and in my 
own perfbn, I often, in making my drawings, 
pleafed myfclf with imagining the ^tifka* 
tion which be would take in mfye^lUng 

them. 



^cm^ and the ztgaid for me whii^h my eea) 
tvQttl4 excite ux him. - What reootnpence 
could be more Ottering than the appfob9lioa 
pf fuch a friend ! 

On our return w< Were eager to enjoy the 

£ivo.urs of d^e-^Nilci, and we were going to 
lounge our parobed bodies in its £ilutarjr 
wave^ when we found its ufual appearance 
wBs quite changed : during the latter dajs 
of the kamfin» the current of the Nile be^ 
comes fluggiffa. the waters tofe their ufual 
ialubrity and tranfparency,and become green/ 
throwing up flakes of foiii mud, whidh ex« 
hale a mephitic odauf : in flaort, it is then no 
longer the bountiful river, the creator and 
prcferver of Egypt; but it grows heavy in its 
motion, and would alarm the inhabitants of 
the banks, if its periodic reftoration to its 
y£ual ilate was not as conftant a phenome* 

non 
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tioa for them as it is furpnfing to the ca«- 
nous traveller. It keeps faUing till the l /th 
of June, tcmains in ftagnation for two days, 
and on the 1 gth it begins to ri&. 

It is at this penod that the reiidence in 

Upper ^gjpt is cJmoft iniupportable v the 
winds are variable, and are con^ntly change 
ing from the eaft to the ibuth, or the £>uth- 
weft : this latter is terrible, for it troubles 
iht atmo^here, pbfcures the fun with a 
white, dry, and burning vapour, parches with 
thirft, dries up every thing, inflames the bloody 
irritates the nerves, and makes life itielf pain^ 
ful : it alfb opprefles the lungs fo feverelyt 
that one involuntarily leeks for cooler air to 
breathe in, fcTding as if the mouth wajs am 
pven of £re ; if one inhales the air by the 
noftrils, it aifeds the head, and in again ex* 
haling it, it feels like a guih of blood rufhing 

\ over 
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over the air-paflages ; every thing that one 
touches is burning, and iron even in the night 
acquires the f^me heat to the touch as it 
vv^ould in France in the dog-days^ expofed.to 
the noon-day beams of.the fun. 

During th^^e latter days we made an ex- 
pedition to Sahmateh and Abumanah^ fron^* 
tier places of the government of the The* 
baid, to fettle vvith the inhabitants for the 
neceffary labours of dykes and canals. Our 
general was received like the governor of 9 
province; the kaimakan, or general of the 

armed inhabitants^ who* was a rich mao^ had 

» 

prepared for us on one of his eftates a large 
court well watered, which in. fome degree 
quelled the burning heat of the feafbn* In 
the evening he gave a fupper to ourfelves, 
the Iheiks of the province, the detachment 
which accompanied us, and for the numer* 
ous Servants who had made thetnfclves part 

7 of 
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jof our faite ; for in the eafi tbej arc a kinc] 
t>f ?ennin» which multiply at every ftep^ and 
ieed upon yoix, without your being able to 
defend youriclf from their impartunitie^. 
Scarcely have you engaged a fingle domeftip 
than you are iervcd by another, who never 
ihews io much zeal as when he has no wage% 
and only takes pains when he h the fervaiM^^a 
^piity ; but as foon as you give him a livery 
"be muft have his hdrfe> and this introduces a 
third officious fellow, and ib on.. Thefe 
bloodfuckers, who infeniibly encft^a&d in the 
army, were more burdenfbme to^ the countiyji 
and more barbarouily de{bru<Elivc tb the pro* 
perty of the inhabitants than the army iti^lf ; 
they robbed with brutal audacity, proper* 
tioned to the rank or power of their mafters» 
to whom they became infblent as ibon aa 
they could paft into the fcrvice of one more 
powerful, with whom they fuppaied they 
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mWht continue their courfe with mo/e tntiim-' 
nity. They purfue their plundering fchemes: 
at the expence of the cultivatory the inana« 
fadurer, and all the ufeful and relpedable 
claflcs of focicty: it is true that every batdc 
freed us from a great number oi them, but ^ 
they returned for pillage, and only changed 
their mailers. I have ieen fbme, who in 
the beginning of the campaign had been 
grooms, on their return giving their orders 
to three feryants, and by means of promo- 
tions which they impudently made among 
each other, perform no other office than that 
of holding the ftirrup for their m after when 
he mounted, and even then having one of 
their underftrappers at hand to hold their 
pipe, or rather to Ihew to the by-ftanders the 
dignity to which they had arrived. It muft 

r 

be acknowledged, however, that by degrees 

wc rendered ourfelves accomplices of this 

2 corruption. 
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* ^ 

coinruptiQn, for we caught tlie ipinirof orien- 
tals in breathing the iaixie air .with thetn^ and 
Ifee Ddrame ib accuftomed to a futte, that ^c ^« 
loon could not do without a large * lyain of 

attendants* : \ * : / * . .!> 
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